Celebrating Passover
One of the six sources we draw upon as Unitarian Universalists is "Jewish and Christian teachings
which call us to respond to God's love by loving our neighbors as ourselves."
In 2021, Passover begins on the evening of March 27 and ends on the evening of April 4.
Passover is tone of the most important holiday celebrated among Jews, and lasts for eight days.
This retelling of the "exodus story" (the Hebrews escaping from slavery in Egypt) is often interpreted
as a promise of liberation for all who are oppressed. This story is told in Exodus, chapters 1-15;
many of the Passover observances are instituted in chapters 12-15. On the first two nights of
Passover, the Seder meal is eaten.
The Seder is famous for its effort to include everyone in the ritual. Everyone gets to read out loud
from the Haggadah which is a Jewish text that sets forth the order of the Passover Seder. There’s a
special place for the youngest reader at the table to ask the famous four questions. Check out
this video to learn the four questions (aka Ma Nishtana) for Passover with LA’s Jason Mesches.

Story Suggestions:
The Longest Night by Laurel Snyder, illustrated by Catia Chien. A verse retelling of the Exodus
story from the perspective of a young female slave, with sweeping, painterly art suggested for ages
5-adult)
The Greatest Escape: A Kid-Friendly Telling of The Passover Story

Activities:
How to Make a Passover Seder Plate
(coloring sheet on next Page)
Create these Passover Story
Character Puppets to tell the
Passover story. Repetition + engaging activities truly helps children remember these important
characters ands tory line.

The Search for Chametz (Bedikat Chametz) Bedikat chametz, or the hunt for chametz, is a
wonderful ritual that families do the night before Passover. In this short how to video, Piera and Josh
explain how they set up a scavenger hunt for their young child and why it’s a meaningful part of
Pesach for their family.

Discussion and More:
20 Table Topics to Discuss during Passover
Engaging Teens
Looking for more information on Passover for Kids? This website has loads of information, videos,
music, etc. https://www.chabad.org/kids/article_cdo/aid/354750/jewish/Passover.htm

Music:
Hymn 121 We'll Build a Land
131 Love Will Guide Us
Hymn #153 Oh, I Woke Up This Morning
Hymn # 1017 Building a New Way
Movie:

Here is a review of ThePrince of Egypt: Respecting the Source which gives
some highlights and possible discussion points.

