
Prayer Baskets 
 
Chalice Lighting (by Cynthia Landrum) 
 
As we kindle this flame, 
May it spark in each of us 
Connection and commitment 
To this living tradition 
And to each other.   
 
I Spy 
 
We’re going to try a slightly different version of this familiar game today! If you aren’t familiar with 
it, the way this game usually goes is that one person says, “I spy with my little eye something…” 
and then you name some quality of the object. Maybe you say, “something orange” or “something 
that starts with S.” And then other family members take turns guessing until someone figures out 
what it is! Whoever guesses correctly chooses the next object, and the game begins again. 

 
Today, we’re going to try these prompts, instead: 
 
•something that makes me happy 
•something that tastes delicious or smells nice 
•something that reminds me of a story about our family 
•something that makes me feel better when I’m sad 
•something beautiful 

•something I received as a gift or a treat 
•something I gave someone else 
•something I can help clean up or finish 
 
Play this game for about ten minutes! 
 
Prayer Basket Chat 
 

A prayer basket is something very special. Often, we think of 
prayer as something we do alone. But it doesn’t have to be! A 
prayer basket is a way to share each others’ joys and                          
worries...a way to be connected and have each other’s backs. 
Maybe you talked about helping each other when you made 
your family covenant. Now you’ll have a new way to put it in 
action! 
 

We’ve talked about some of the many ways to pray. Well, there are many reasons to pray, too!                       
Here are reasons you might put a prayer in the prayer basket: 
 

•To express gratitude where others can see it. “I’m thankful for taco night.” 
•To ask for help. “I’m praying I’ll do well on my math test.” 
•To put your intentions out there. “I pray for bravery.” 
•To look after someone else. “I pray grandma gets well soon.” 
•To ask a question or express a feeling. “Why do wars happen? I wish they didn’t.” 
 
But prayer baskets are a two-way street. You might not need to put anything in right now. But  you 
can also reach in, take one out, read it, and put your energy behind it.  
 
OR you can have a set time each day when you read the prayers that are in the basket as a                        
family!  
 
It all depends what works for you.  
 
But it’s a good idea to have a checker. And you can use an envelope to hold prayer requests 
you’re not using anymore, or you can recycle them. But maybe don’t throw them in the garbage. 
 
Making the Prayer Basket 
Follow the instructions in your kit for your basket, there are 2 different types disks and strawberry baskets!  We look forward 
to seeing yours at Fellowship Hour on Sunday, August 23rd!  Find some scrap paper and cut it into strips that you 
can write or draw prayers on.    
 
Now, can each of you think of a starter prayer to put in the basket? Take five minutes to do that. Get a 
grown-up’s help if you want writing instead of a picture and don’t know how to write yet. If you finish early, 
you can color the back of your paper if you like.  
 
Put the prayer basket in a special place where everyone can find it. By now, you might want a little table 
somewhere with your chalice, your prayer basket, your mini-sabbath cards...all the cool things you’ve been 
making! 



Prayer Basket Closing Music:  
 

“I Got You, Honey,” by Ocie Elliott  https://spoti.fi/3dRy3Fo 
Lyrics: 
 
 

I have no record of brighter days 
Your light is on me, I can say 
I have no part, I have no lines 
But I have you, and you have me, honey 
 
Water's wet and light is light 
Got upset and now I'm doing fine 
When I come home, when I calm down 
I have you, and you have me, honey 
 
Summer breaks, winter storms 
I don't mind getting on 
As we're going, living, glad to be 
Well I'll have you, and you'll have me, honey 
 

“All Ways,” by Elliott Park      https://spoti.fi/2BU7Isc 
Lyrics: 
 
At your worst, at your best 
Stinky feet, hair in a mess 
All ways X 2 
 
Chocolate ice cream on your face 
Blue ribbon smile, or in last place 
All ways X 2 
 
In all of your odd ways 
Your big and small ways 
Straight and cross ways 
Pink or blue 
 
No matter what they say 
No matter what you do 
Any and all ways 
I'm for you 
 
And if you fell into a big black hole 
and came out squeezed down infinitely small 
You know you'd be my favorite singularity 
 
Or if your time machine ran out of gas 
and sent your body to the future and your head to the past 
That would be insane, but yeah 
Even that way 
 
And I'm telling ya all ways 
In big and small ways 
Straight and crossways 
Red yellow pink or blue 
No matter what they say 
No matter what you do 
Any and all ways 
I'm for you 
 
Love is blind happy and free 
Hearts don't have the eyes to see 
All they do is tic 
And believe 
 
I hope you know just what I mean 
There's no test just do your thing 
The best you you can be 
 
So zip this promise in your fanny pack 
Put it in the pocket of your corduroy slacks 
Whatever, it don't matter 
 
Cause not one thing will change this fact 
I mean, do take baths, of course do that 
But all ways, whatever you do 
 
Just remember 
ALWAYS 
 
I'm for you 

https://spoti.fi/3dRy3Fo
https://spoti.fi/2BU7Isc

