Are you an “aspirational recycler?”
If you are tossing coffee cups, paper juice boxes, greasy pizza boxes,
coat hangers in the recycling bin - just hoping - you’re probably
contaminating the whole load.
As a result of China’s waste import restrictions, we need to reeducate ourselves how to recycle properly.
It’s complicated
… and it’s a
moving target.
We are lucky in
Indiana, we have
77 processors, so
we have a better
market.
Still, you have to
be careful.

When in doubt, throw it out.
(It’s gonna go there anyway.)

Yes!
Yes
Really, NO

Okay (in IN)
No, No
Just junk

Nope
Bloomington accepts plastics 1-7, except Styrofoam (a #6, but not
recyclable). However, Republic Services ) our recycling contractor
is accepting only 1, 2 & 5). Everything else is landfilled.

Some Things You’re Recycling Wrong
China, has dropped the “Green Screen,” and said it will reject
shipments that are more than 0.5 percent impure. Contaminated
loads get sent to the landfill instead.

Most single-use cups are lined with a fine film of polyethylene, which
makes the cups liquid-proof but also difficult to reprocess (because
the materials have to be separated). Most waste management
facilities will treat the cups as trash.

Coffee cups
Coated containers
… and take-out
rice boxes, juice
boxes, milk &
creamer boxes,
paper food
containers, any
paper container
that does not leak.

Avoid PVC Plastic. Several toxic chemicals are produced in the
manufacturing or disposal of plastic #3, such as lead, DEHA and
vinyl chloride. These can lead to as birth defects, hormone disorders
and cancer. We can also consume these chemicals after they work
their way into the environment.

Plastic wrap
#3, PVC
(polyvinylchloride)
Really awful stuff
that the PVC
industry refuses to
take action on.
Cling wrap!!!! And
Cooking oil bottles,
toys, vinyl siding,
plumbing pipes.
Should not be used
to store food, or for
toys.

After China banned used plastics this year, many municipalities in
the United States no longer accept plastics numbered 3 to 7, which
can include things like yogurt cups, butter tubs and vegetable oil
bottles. Without China, there is little market for these types of
plastic right now. (If you visit the coasts, throw it away.)

Yogurt cups
No. 5 PP
(polypropylene)
… and butter
tubs, pill bottles,
picnic plates,
utensils, most
bottle tops, take
out containers
But don’t just
assume: some
are #6 (no,no).

Another contamination culprit is food residue. Washing out food
scraps can be just as important as putting the right thing in the
recycling bin. They don’t have to be sparkling clean — that could
waste water. But too many scraps of food and liquid can
contaminate a load, and then the whole thing goes to landfill, not just
your dirty container.

Oily takeout containers
Not just the mess
“Clamshells” of
all kinds: takeout,
berries, salads,
sandwiches,
sushi, blister
packs… etc.
Looks like good
plastic, but is
actually often #6
STYROFOAM.
Not recyclable.

Pizza boxes are a problem because oil often seeps into the
cardboard. The oil cannot be separated from the fiber, making that
material less valuable to buyers.
A few crumbs are not an issue - and if there’s a side that’s not oily,
recycle that part.

Pizza boxes
Contaminated Paper
…and dirty paper
plates, used tissues,
wet newspapers,
shredded paper.
Best to take it
straight to the
Recycling Center.
Sorted, dry, and
clean - it has value.
Otherwise it’s trash.

Long-time recycling bugaboo, #6 was recently deemed “recyclable” by
Monroe County. This has since been recinded: #6 is no longer collected,
or recycled, anywhere in Indiana. (Because it costs $1000 to recycle $200 worth of
PS.) And it’s presence will contaminate a load, sending the whole load to
the landfill.

Who knew?
#6, styrofoam
(polystyrene)
Tricky one. We all
know (and hate)
the foam stuff, but
LOTS of #6 is
hard, clear plastic,
easily mistaken
for good plastic:
including straws,
to-go lids.
Not recyclable in
any form.

We wish that plastic bags — notorious for dissolving into
microplastics and killing wildlife — could be sent to processors with
our other recycling, but NO. (They create a nightmare for recyclers by
plugging up machinery.)
Dump your recyclables out of the plastic bag when putting them in
the recycling bin.

Plastic bags

#4, LDPE
(low-density
polyethylene)
..and drycleaner
bags, newspaper
bags, bubble wrap,
bread bags.
Take to Krogers,
Target, Walmart
who can send to
special facilities.

We know you would never put a dirty diaper in the recycling, but
people do. Still, if you recycle “aspirationally,” you may as well be
throwing in poo packages. Anything that is not clean, marked as
recyclable 2 5 , separated into it’s parts (foil from paper, paper
from plastic), can contaminate the whole load.

Dirty Diapers
#7 and other trash
…3 and 5 gallon
jugs, gas
containers, nylon,
acrylic, and
“compostable”
plastics (NOT).
Including
“mystery” plastics
with no symbol.
Not recyclable.
Some photos and reportage from NYTimes, 5/29/18

Great for marketing, full wrap shrink labels are a recycler’s
nightmare. The sleeves obscure the optical sorting technology
resulting in incorrect identification. and they’re difficult to remove.
So perfectly recyclable bottles end up being rejected as contaminants
and don’t get recycled or worse, contaminate an entire load.

Why ruin a good plastic?
Combined
packaging
Recyclable in
themselves, but
there is currently
no way to take the
wrap off the often
#1 plastic.
So do it yourself
before you put it
in the blue tub.

