
Roots & Wings (Kindergarten-2nd Grade) 

Children discover the roots of  our faith 

through tales of  Unitarian Universalist                     

principles and sources including earth-based 

learning and world religions.  Through active 

exploration, the children also refine and 

strengthen their own ideas about the world. 

World of  Wonder (Preschool) 

3 to 5 year olds explore the world 

they live in, ways to be within it, 

and ways to be within it with one 

another. Through hands on                               

activities, they are encouraged to 

ask, grow, experience and learn         

together. 

If  you want to learn more about Spirit Play or our                                         
Religious Education programs,  please contact: 

Emily Manvel Leite, Minister of  Religious Education                
( 812) 332-3695 ext 203     mre@uubloomington.org  

Adrienne Summerlot, Director of  Religious Education                                
( 812) 332-3695 ext 202      dre@uubloomington.org 

Spirit Play for All Ages (ages 3-93)  

This multi-age worship experience includes singing, story, and 
time for exploration in response to the stories using conversation,                         
re-telling the story, spiritual practices, and artistic expression.                        
These evening gatherings end with a shared supper. Sign up is                        
required.  Please contact Reverend Emily if  you are interested in 
joining this group.   

Unitarian Universalist Church of  Bloomington 

Seeking the Spirit ●Building Community ●Changing the World 

www.uubloomington.org 

“Religion is not like an old suit or dress that we cut down to fit 
the child...It should be a quality that develops naturally as the 
child’s experiences expand and deepen.“    -Sophia Lyon Fahs 

 a guide to  



Why are we using Spirit Play? 

Spirit Play is a proven educational method whose values support 
Unitarian Universalism.  It has been used for over a decade in UU 
congregations across the continent. 

 

 Presents core stories of  our Unitarian  Universalist faith and                             
values, as selected by members of  our congregation 

 Encourages children to make meaning through wondering and 
art responses 

 Creates a spiritual community of  children 

 Supports multiple learning styles 

 Volunteer teachers value the program  as part of  their own spiri-
tual growth 

What is Spirit Play? 

Spirit Play is a story and exploration-based method of  religious       
education.  It is focused on the needs of  the participants, with their 
own interests, observations, and wonderings leading the way toward 
learning and growing.  It was created by 3 Unitarian Universalist               
religious educators drawing on elements of  Jerome Berryman’s 
“Godly Play” program, including a shared story using concrete                               
materials and wondering about the story together. It also draws 
upon the prepared environment and freedom of  choice seen in 
some Montessori classrooms 

Spirit Play invites children to practice                           
Unitarian Universalism much as their 
parents do: with an offering of  new 

ideas through shared worshipful                      
experiences and opportunities to think                                 
those ideas and experiences through                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

for themselves.                                                                                                                                                                           

 Children are welcomed and join a circle where they are told a 
story illustrated with beautiful three dimensional materials. 

 After the story, children are invited to respond to open-ended 
“wondering” questions and to think about the story together. 

 Children are free to move about the environment and             
explore the lesson in a creative way.  Possibilities include            
re-telling the story, art media, spiritual practices, and other 
hands-on materials.  

 Class itself  is a spiritual                    
practice, an experience of                     
sacred space and action.                  
Well made materials are fully                      
accessible to enrich and enhance                     
each child's experience. Many of                            
the materials are hand-made by 
members of  the congregation.   

What happens                              
in a Spirit Play                         

classroom? 


