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Sunday, August 10, 2014

9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

Imagine: Creativity and Transformation
Reverend Douglas Wadkins
As we continue to explore the many sides of creativity, this service
will examine the interplay between imagination and creativity. True
creativity and imagination come from an authentic place within us
and these expressions of our truest selves change the world.

August 16
UU Garage Sale
8:00a – 2:00p
August 21
UU Board
7:00 p.m.
August 29
Young Adult Cookout
6:00 p.m.
August 31
Water Communion
9:15 & 11:15 a.m.

Sunday, August 17, 2014

9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

Creativity and the Bible
Reverend Mary Ann Macklin
In this worship service Reverend Macklin will creatively explore
the Bible. Which Bible? Initially she was going to explore Dave
Pelz’s Putting Bible, but she could not find any golfing hymns in
our hymnbook. So she’ll explore the canonical collection of texts
sacred in Judaism and Christianity, instead. Join us and prepare
to engage in interesting theological terms such as midrash aggada
and biblical hermeneutics. The Gospel Gurlz, including our own
Sarah Flint, will offer special music for this Sunday.

UU Garage Sale Saturday,
August 16
The end of summer is a good time to
sort through those items that you no longer
need, and that are just cluttering up your
space; you can donate them to the UU
Garage Sale! No clothes or shoes, please. You can bring your
donations to the church on Wednesday 13th or Thursday 14th
between 9am and 7pm, or between 9am and 4pm on Friday 15th.
Items can be left in the foyer downstairs in the area marked for the
garage sale.
On Saturday 16th bring your friends and come shopping
for bargains 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. No early sales. There will be
something for everyone. If you are able to help with clean up at
2pm Saturday the 16th, please contact Judy Bennett, Membership
Coordinator, memcoord@uubloomington.org

Women’s Alliance Meets Thursday, August 7
Reserve Thursday, August 7 at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall for
Women's Alliance: long time member Sura Gail Tala will tell her
stories! Please bring your lunch, beverage, AND dessert as we
have no hostesses for this meeting!
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Recalling the Past, Leaning Into the Future.
One of the most difficult, meaningful and sacred tasks I have ever had to
engage in was the afternoon I sat in my study and composed the letter telling my
congregation of thirteen years that it was time to go. I expected that it would be
emotional, but I was surprised how deeply it spoke to the core of my ministry and
my life. The letter was not an expression of anger or alienation but an exercise in
essential gratitude. When it was all written and shared, the letter was many
things: a faithful evocation of our shared history, a fervent and heartfelt wish for a
hopeful future for us all, and an invitation for us to be fully engaged in the time
together that remained. Transition had begun.
Transition is also a process. It continued when my partner, Scott, and I
walked out of the door of the sanctuary while the congregation sang their
benediction that last Sunday. As we walked, I thought about what my life and my
time with them meant. I thought about these people that I had truly come to love. I felt that the years had
changed me. The reality of that experience and seeking to tell its story was sacred.
Transformation occurred when I started my car (with my St Francis of Assisi lawn statue buckled into
the back seat to keep me company) and I watched the U-haul driven by Scott (with Chester the wonder dog
as co-pilot) pull out of the driveway in Bellingham heading very, very eastward. It is likely that a somewhat
similar scene has played out in your life.
The real point of interim ministry and about an interim time, is that it is life. Our lives. Over and over
again we face deep truths about what we must do. We say goodbye. We open a door and step through it for
the last time. We move forward. We take the risk of hellos and new beginnings. You will have done it
countless times in your life, and this community will regularly practice the fierce
waltz of change. Thus these two years together offer the rare opportunity to
embrace a significant metamorphosis and understand the depth of discovery that is
possible.
In Roman mythology, Janus is the sentinel god that stands at thresholds
and with his two heads (it IS ancient myth after all) he looks honestly at the past,
gazes resolutely towards the future and grasps in his hand the key to unlock the
present. May that spirit accompany our time together. May honest reflection on the
past, hopeful exploration of the future, and meaningful engagement of our present
guide our journey.
Faithfully,
Reverend Doug Wadkins, Interim Minister

Update from Our Board of Directors
Now that our interim minister, Reverend Douglas Wadkins, has joined our ministerial team, the board’s focus
has turned to imagining and planning the next steps for the future of the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Bloomington. In the coming months we will determine the process for forming the search committee that will select
our new called minister to join Reverend Macklin in 2016. This will involve canvassing the congregation to nominate
members for that committee, which will begin a year of dedicated search efforts in the summer of 2015.
As part of the board’s broader visioning process, we are seeking to learn more about other congregations of
the UUA. After a congenial discussion at the UU Mid-America Regional Meeting this past spring with Reverend
Dennis McCarty, minister of the UU Congregation of Columbus, Indiana, the UUCB board visited that congregation
for Sunday service on July 27. They were pleased at our outreach efforts and we were warmly welcomed. Their
board members will reciprocate sometime in the next year, since they are also contemplating future directions.
During the coffee hour discussions with congregation and board members, we discovered, despite the difference in
the size of our two congregations, that we share many similar interests as well as challenges. We toured their large
wooded campus which was built just a decade ago outside the city center. It is energizing and uplifting to
experience moments that underscore our membership in the broader UU community, in Indiana and around the
world. -- Kathleen Sideli, President
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The UU CircUUs
of the Spirit
Many thanks to Ann Dorwin and all
of the volunteers who spent their
Sundays and beyond to create a
safe environment for our kids to
learn, play and perform in their very
own circus on Saturday, August 2.
This would not have been possible
without their caring hearts and
encouragement. Twenty-five kids in grades Kindergarten8th tried their hands at skills that take years to master; they
impressed us with what they learned in a few short weeks!
Reverend Macklin and Reverend Wadkins were sensational
ringmasters! We would like to thank our congregation and
friends who were in the crowd and watching online for being
a wonderful audience and cheering so loudly.
- Adrienne Summerlot, Director of Religious Education

Photo: Matthias Weber

Photo: Ann LeDuc

Our Whole Lives for 7th-8th Grade Starts in September!
Our Whole Lives (OWL) Lifespan Sexuality Education for 7th and 8th grade will begin September 7th and take
place in the Ralph and Annetta Fuchs Library from 10:45am-12:30pm on Sunday mornings through March 8th,
2015. Parents are required to attend a mandatory meeting on Sunday, August 24th from 12:45-2:45pm.
Parents are welcome to wait until the end of the meeting to decide whether to enroll their child in OWL. Our
facilitators this year are Eve and Sam Cusack and Connie and Guy Loftman. For more information about
OWL, please contact Adrienne Summerlot, dre@uubloomington.org

Water Communion Service August 31
Remember to bring some water, a stone, a shell or other object from your summer adventures
to share at our annual Water Communion worship services on August 31.
Monday, August 4, 2014
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Camp Piomingo Middle School Retreat
September 27-28
Fun and engaging UU Middle School retreat, for fellowship and bonding
of youth groups at the beginning of the program year.
Age Group: Middle Schoolers 6th-8th graders
For Scholarship information contact: Nancy CombsMorgan,ncombsmorgan@uua.org
Scholarship max amount: $30.
Fees: $75, includes an overnight stay with food and lodging.
Registration Deadline: August 31, 2014
Go to www.ymcacamppiomingo.org for more information about the camp.
Contact Adrienne Summerlot dre@uubloomington.org for more information about going with our group of 7th8th graders! Register online through MidAmerica UU Region’s website:
http://www.midamericauua.org/events/eventdetail/370/25/camp-piomingo-middle-school-retreat

Religious Education Creativity Intersession is underway!

Children in K-8th grade have
the choice to explore Art, Photography or Outdoors. Friendly reminder that children in 2nd grade and under
must be escorted to AND from class by their parent for their own safety on Sunday mornings.

Registration for Religious Education is ongoing and is encouraged.

You can find the
registration form for the entire year on the web at http://www.uubloomington.org/re/youth/index.php

UU Children's Choir Begins Aug 17th
New and returning singers, grades K-6, are always welcome!
Sun. Aug 17th: Rehearse, 10:30-11:00am (Rm 212)
Sun. Aug 24th: Rehearse, 10:30-11:00am (Rm 212)
Thurs. Aug 28th: Rehearse, 7:00-7:30pm
(starting location TBA, finish in Meeting Room (sanctuary) with adult choir.)
Sun. Aug 31st: Sing at Water Communion Sunday Services;
sing at end of 1st service and beginning of 2nd service. Meet to warm up/rehearse at 9:45, Rm 212;
finished by approx 11:30.

Welcome Potluck For Young Adults August 29
Friday, August 29th at 6pm there will be a pitch-in cook-out for young adults (ages
18-35) here in Fellowship Hall. Please bring a dish to share. Reverend Mary Ann
Macklin, Reverend Doug Wadkins and John Summerlot will lead a discussion after
the meal about what programs you would like to see our congregation offer for
young adults.

Board Meeting Schedule Changes
Our Board of Directors generally meets at 7:00 p.m. on the third Wednesday of each month. However for the
next 4 months several schedule adjustments have been made, and the Board will meet on the following dates
at 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, August 21
Wednesday, September 24
Wednesday, October 22
Wednesday, November 12
Wednesday, December 17 meeting will take place as scheduled (third Weds).
--Kathy Sideli, Congregational President
Monday, August 4, 2014
Page 4

“Hoopers at the Circus, August 2” photo by John Woodcock

Ready to become a member of UU Bloomington?
If this is your community, if you feel at home here, join us! If you would like to
make the commitment and become a member of UU Bloomington, the next membership
ceremony is Sunday August 24th , between the services, at 10:30am in room 207B.
(Please note: We ask for participation in our "Exploring UU" class prior to signing the
membership book.)
To make arrangements to sign the membership book, please contact Judy Bennett, Membership
Coordinator, at 332-3695 or memcoord@uubloomington.org, no later than Wednesday August 20th.

Thinking of Donating Flowers for
the Meeting Room Windows?
From time to time we have artwork to display in the windows (like Abby
Gitlitz’s amazing glass “monstrosities”), but it's also nice to have flowers
occasionally. If you would like to donate flowers for a Sunday, please
follow these guidelines:
1. Contact Sandy Taylor, staylor2@comcast.com to see which Sundays
are available.
2. If you would like some words of dedication or memorial to appear in
the order of service, send these to admin@uubloomington.org by the Thursday before.
3. Flowers will be discarded and vases rinsed and put away by a staff member on Mondays.
4. If you would like to keep your flowers, please take them home on Sunday after the second service.

Artwork in Our Meeting Room

The quilt on the wall behind the choir is by member Sandy Hill, and
the glass sculptures in the tall windows are by member Abby Gitlitz. Thanks to both of them for sharing their
work with us.
Monday, August 4, 2014
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Who’s Your UU Staff?
From time to time in this space, in no particular order, we will post short biographies of our staff members with
photos, so you can put a name with a face more easily! Thanks to John Woodcock for the excellent photos,
taken July 25, 2014.
Reverend Dr. Doug Wadkins, Interim Minister
Doug has worked in a variety of ministerial settings including campus ministry, hospice and
hospital chaplaincy, in addition to parish work. He has also worked as a therapist and high
school teacher. For fun he loves film, music, travel, hiking and exploring on his bike. He is in
his ninth year sharing his life with his partner, Scott.

Carol Marks, Church Administrator
Carol Marks joined our staff in 1992. A native Hoosier, she became a member (with her sons
Dylan and Terran) in 1987. She loves lists, and loves checking things off lists even more.
Interests include Unitarian Universalism, fiber arts, poetry, folk music and French language
and culture. Long ago she taught high school English and speech. She can be heard reading
her poems occasionally on the radio, or at the UU Chalice Coffeehouse.

UU Home Improvement! New Carpeting Upstairs mid-August
PLUS Remodel of Upstairs Restrooms in the Offing-Our new carpet for the upper hallway and offices has been delayed until mid-August,
but we were able to get the carpeting installed in Rev. Wadkins’s office last week so he could
move in! Remodeling, equipment replacement and repair of upstairs restrooms will also be
completed by the end of the summer.

Calling All Artists! The annual Holiday Art Fair and
Bazaar will take place this year December 5 and 6. Applications for artist
booth space are currently being accepted, and we'd like to encourage artists in
the UU congregation to apply. Please contact Julie Lawson
juliakarin.j8@gmail.com or Sandy Taylor staylor2@comcast.net for more
information, or pick up an application in the church office, Room 204.
Application deadline is September 1st. This is a juried art show; applicants who
are accepted into the show will be notified by October 1.
glass by Chihuly, photo by Jack King

Save the Date! Saturday, September 13th, 2-3:30PM
Program on Evolution and Climate Change
Reverend Michael Dowd and Connie Barlow will be presenting a thoughtful and thoughtprovoking program on evolution and climate change.
Sponsored by our Green Sanctuary Task Force and Earth Care.
"Our religious practices and metaphysical beliefs are all over the map. What we share is
knowledge about the greatest challenges facing humanity and a resolve to work together
to ensure a healthy planet for our species and the whole of life." Reverend Michael Dowd
Monday, August 4, 2014
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Hospitality for Those With Allergies
As a courtesy to our friends and members who have allergies to fragrances, we are designating the
west section of the Meeting Room (next to the sliding glass doors and tall narrow windows) as
Fragrance Free. Please do not sit there if you have used any fragrances. Anyone else is welcome
to sit in this area. Thank you for your consideration.

UU Choir Resumes Rehearsals Thursday, August 7
Our adult Choir resumes rehearsals on August 7 at 7:00 in the Meeting Room.
Childcare is always available. Join our church-within-a-church and make friends,
oxygenate your body, exercise your mind, access beauty and joy, contemplate
poetic texts, wrap your tongue around new languages, and see the church from a
different angle. If you have questions or want to be added to the choir email list,
contact Music Director Susan Swaney atmusic@uubloomington.org.

UU Humanist Discussion Group Meets on Alternating Sundays
Our Humanist Discussion group meets on alternating Sundays at 12:45 p.m. upstairs in Room
210. This group offers an opportunity for regular, open, wide-ranging discussions of issues
relating to morality and ethics, human development, and the nature of the universe. The next
meeting is on Sunday, August 10; David Keppel will lead a discussion on “Morality without
Theism.”

Chalice Circles Begins Its 9th Year
Chalice Circles, the program of small group ministry in our congregation, is beginning its ninth
year. The focus of each Chalice Circle meeting is a topic that serves as a springboard into
reflection on deeper issues of who we are and what gives our lives meaning. At the core of each
session is deep listening. Questions are posed and each person responds in turn. The other participants
provide the speaker with rapt attention. They don’t ask questions; they don’t give advice – they listen deeply.
Chalice Circles will begin again in early September. Watch for our announcements, letters, and Sign-Up
Sundays, coming soon.
For more information about our Chalice Circles, contact Alan Backler, 340-1323 or at abackler@aol.com

Legacy Circle Luncheon October 5
On Sunday, October 5 the Planned Giving Committee will host an appreciation luncheon for
members of the Legacy Circle, those who have included the church in their estate plans. If
you have recently made arrangements to do so, please let us know so that we can include
your name in the Legacy Circle brochure and send you an invitation to the luncheon. Libby
DeVoe and Clarke Miller, co-chairs. Legacy@uubloomington.org.

Next Issue: August 18; deadline for articles 10:00 a.m.

Articles received after 10:00 a.m. on the date of
publication will appear in the next issue. Please send articles regarding congregational events and projects to
admin@uubloomington.org. The Prologue is published on the first and third Mondays of each month, with exceptions, and
is edited by Carol Marks, Church Administrator. Dates of the next few issues: August 18, September 2 (a Tuesday),
September 15, October 6, October 20.
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People’s Climate March September 21: Let’s Go!
Make your voice heard for meaningful climate action! Plan to be in New York City for
the People’s Climate March on September 21, 2014. This promises to be an historic event,
as tens of thousands gather in the streets during the UN Climate Summit taking place in New
York that week.
The Green Sanctuary Task Force is organizing a bus that will leave Bloomington the
evening of September 20 and return early in the morning on September 22. Due to a generous donation,
tickets will be only $25/person (family discounts available upon request).
Priority will go to UU members and friends until August 12, at which point tickets will be available to the
Bloomington community as well. For more information, or to reserve your spot, please contact Stephanie
Kimball.

Home Energy Assessments Available for a Limited Time
What if you could donate $25 or more to the church without spending any of your own money? You can do just
that if you sign up this month for a free home energy assessment from Energizing Indiana using this link:
http://tinyurl.com/uuhomeaudit. Get your friends, neighbors and co-workers to do the same! The church will
receive $25 for each assessment completed.* But hurry! Assessments must be done by September 30th. For
more information, contact Molly O’Donnell (mollysod@gmail.com).
*You do not need to be a part of this congregation to take part, but you MUST sign up using this link in order to
credit the UU church with the $25. Participants must be customers of Duke Energy or Vectren, live in a house
that is at least ten years old and not have had an audit in the past three years.

Community Connections
Our Faith in Action in the Community
Opportunities to Give and Volunteer: Interfaith Winter Shelter Crowdfunding Campaign
With help from the IWS Board and a local graduate student,
the Shelter has launched a crowdfunding campaign to help raise
the funds needed to operate the Shelter. Crowdfunding is carried
out on the internet and our campaign can be found
at www.igg.me/at/InterfaithWinterShelter . Please check it out. You
can watch a short video about the Bloomington Interfaith
Emergency Winter Shelter and learn more about the campaign. We
Challenge You! Campaigns work best if interested people let others
know about the campaign and encourage them to consider
supporting the effort. If you can find at least one friend, colleague
or family member to consider contributing at least $50 to the
campaign, that would be very helpful. If you and those you contact can Share, send forward, retweet, and post the
link on your social media accounts and with at least five friends, colleagues or family members, that would be even
more helpful!
Some info about the campaign: There are 'perks' that will be given to those who donate via the IGG
campaign, (Note that several of the "perks" have been contributed by First Presbyterian Church members and
friends. Only Credit/debit cards may be used online; however, the shelter can still accept cash and check donations.
The campaign is live for 45 days, starting July 7th and ending August 21st. We are attempting to fund the entire
shelter ($35,000) and more for this season and beyond!
If you prefer to contribute by check, contact Alan Backler of our Homelessness Task Force,
at abackler@aol.com
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Book Discussion August 31
The UUCB Book Discussion group will meet Sunday, August 31 at 3:00 p.m. at the home of the Elof and
Nedra Carlson. We turn to fiction for August with Donna Tartt’s novel The Goldfinch. She writes with clarity
and detail, conveying scenery, people, and events with camera eye attention. The novel covers the coming of
age and career of an orphaned teen caught up in the world of art forgery and a struggle to find meaning and
redemption in his life. For those looking ahead to reserve a library book for September 21 , we will be reading
Elizabeth Kolbert’s The Sixth Extinction. She argues that human practices of hunting and gathering, the
agricultural revolution, and the industrial revolution have led to mass extinctions of plants and animals that will
only get worse if we continue to ignore how nature works.

It’s Not Too Late to Pledge!
If you have not yet pledged for the fiscal year that just started on July 1, it is not too late!
Please call 812-332-3695, ext. 200 with your pledge, or send the info in an email to Church
Administrator Carol Marks at admin@uubloomington.org or pledge online. See our
Stewardship webpage at http://tinyurl.com/uustewardship or go to the Donate page (tab to
the far right at the top of the page) at www.uubloomington.org and click on “I want to make a
Pledge.” Please call the office if you have questions, 812-332-3695.

Macaroni for Shalom! Our congregation has been supplying Shalom Center with
elbow macaroni and spaghetti for the past couple years and this need continues. Please pick
up a box or two of each the next time you grocery shop and place them in the drop box in the
Commons. Thank you for helping to feed our hungry neighbors!

UU History for You
Samuel Gridley Howe And The Teaching Of The Disabled
Samuel Gridley Howe (1801-1876) grew up in Boston. His father was a ship
owner and rope manufacturer. His family attended a liberal Congregational
church which became Unitarian in 1825. Howe’s father was a maverick
Jeffersonian Democrat, and young Howe adopted those ideals and
championed the French Revolution. He went to school at Brown University
but wasted most of his time in pranks. He did get to become friends with
Horace Mann and they shared their idealism for social reforms. Howe shifted
to medicine and went to Harvard medical school. After reading Byron’s poems
and views on the Greek Revolution, Howe volunteered to become a surgeon
in the Greek army. He became the Lafayette of Greek independence. When
he returned he took an interest in working with the blind and got a wealthy
benefactor to establish the Perkins Institute. There he made innovations,
including a printing press that produced raised type on paper that he used until
the 1870s when Braille became available. In 1843 he married a wealthy heiress, Julia Ward, and they became
active in the abolitionist movement. At the Perkins Institute, Howe became the first person to communicate
with a deaf and blind person, Laura Bridgman, and their work eventually inspired the teacher of Helen Keller.
Like Mann, Howe believed in an education that encouraged learning and avoided punishment. He argued that
teaching should be guided by Baconian science, using “inductively derived laws of nature.” He also favored a
progressive income tax on the rich to give the poor an opportunity to escape from poverty.
-- Elof Carlson, Congregational Historian
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Livestreaming Sunday Worship?
The Order of Service is posted on our facebook page
If you would like to follow along with the order of service while livestreaming the Sunday service
(http://www.uubloomington.org/worship/livestream.html) , go to our facebook page, where the upcoming order
of service is posted each Friday: www.facebook.com/uubloomington
Current Membership: 505
Certified Membership as of 2/1/2014: 492
Attendance
Sunday, July 27
9:15: 90;
11:15: 155; RE:
101
Total: 346
Sunday, August 3
9:15: 111; 11:15 155; RE:
NA
Total: 266
Non-Pledge Offering
7/27 - $576; 8/3- $$552
Total to be donated to Susie’s Place - $282.02
Grocery Card Sales
July 27
$700, income to UUCB $35.00
August 3
$1.575 , income to UUCB $76.75

Our Congregational Themes for 2014
January: Inquiry
February: Connection
March:
Generosity
April:
Honesty
May:
Beauty
June:
Love

July:
August:
September:
October:
November:
December:

Hospitality
Creativity
Deep Listening
Inheritance
Possibility
Hope

How does CREATIVITY help you Seek the Spirit, Build Community, and Change the World?
(artwork by Chihuly, photo by Jack King)

Viewing Sunday Services Online:
Livestream the Sunday Service at http://www.uubloomington.org/worship/livestream.html
Archived Sunday Service video recordings from the last two years are at
http://www.techwerks.tv/myVideo.php?clientID=933&name=yes
Calendar of all our congregational events can be found at www.uubloomington.org Click on “Full Calendar”
and then on the date you are interested in. You can also search for a specific event!

The Prologue
Unitarian Universalist Church of Bloomington
2120 N. Fee Lane
Bloomington, IN 47408-1646
812-332-3695
www.uubloomington.org
The Rev. Mary Ann Macklin, Senior Minister
The Rev. Douglas Wadkins, Interim Minister

“Ministers at the Circus” -- photo by John Woodcock
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