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Seeking the Spirit
Building Community
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Sunday, March 9
Town hall meeting
with UU Board
12:30 p.m.
Friday, March 21
Ostara
Spring Equinox Ritual 6:15p
Friday, March 28
Pizza & Games with
Rev. Bill Breeden, 6:00p
Sunday, March 30
Stewardship Sunday
Member Celebration
Sunday, April 6
Commitment Sunday
Invest in our fUtUre!
Saturday, April 12
MidAmerica UU Regional Mtg
Monday, April 14
UU Passover Seder

Sunday, March 9
9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Remember to “Spring Forward” One Hour
– It’s Time for Daylight Saving Time Again!

A Spirit of Generosity
Reverend Mary Ann Macklin
Our theme for March is Generosity. Winston Churchill once
remarked, “You make all kinds of mistakes, but as long as
you are generous and true and also fierce, you cannot hurt the
world or even seriously distress her.” In this worship service we
will explore what it means to be generous, true and fierce.

Remember to “Spring Forward” One Hour – It’s Time for
Daylight Saving Time Again, so set your clocks ahead
one hour on Saturday night, March 8!
Sunday, March 16

9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

Generosity—
Going Down That Road Feeling Good
Reverend Bill Breeden
There are some secrets about happiness and well being that are
easily discovered and available to all. Come celebrate them!

Friday, March 21

6:15 p.m.

Spring Equinox Ritual
Reverend Emily Manvel Leite, Reverend Mary
Ann Macklin, Reverend Bill Breeden
Join us for this multigenerational celebration in our Meeting Room,
as we reflect upon darkness, light, and balance at this changing of
the seasons. We will observe the ending of winter and celebrate
the renewal that spring is bringing our way, through readings,
songs and ritual. All ages are welcome.
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From the Ministers
Do any of you recall the 1969 romantic comedy, If It's
Tuesday, This Must Be Belgium ? We have a new take on this, If
It’s Snowing, This Must Be Sunday.
Certainly this year’s Sundays with wintry weather
conditions have outdone themselves. We hope most of you were
able to stay home safe this past Sunday when worship services
were canceled due to the icy conditions.
We are both energized by our theme for March,
Generosity, and we look forward to sharing our reflections and
insights from Mark Ewert’s new book, “The Path of Generosity”
throughout the rest of the month.
Stay warm, everybody! (Rev. MAM, Olympia Brown Bear,
Theodore Barker, & Rev. Bill)

Our exploration of the theme of Generosity will include a grand Membership Celebration on
Stewardship Sunday, March 30th (see Page 5), as well as our Commitment Sunday on April 6, with messages
of stewardship and an amazing musical presentation by our choir. Please mark both of these Sundays on
your calendar.
Generosity can have many expressions, including care, time, skill, intelligence, gifts and money…There
are legions of generous people in every community. --From The Generosity Path by Mark Ewert
Thanks to everyone for your many expressions of generosity, from social justice and music, religious
education and caring, leadership and service, to gifts of talent and money-- you, of all ages, who give to enrich
this community and its vision, Seeking the Spirit, Building Community and Changing the World.
Peace, MAM and Bill (Reverend Mary Ann Macklin and Reverend Bill Breeden)

Town Hall meeting on Interim Ministry Now March 9th
Due to the icy weather, our town hall meeting has been postponed to March 9th after church (look for the
Friday Update for details). In this article we’ll give you a preview of what you will hear; please come with any
questions! We on the Board have been researching the transition when Reverend Breeden retires for nearly two
years. We have learned how our stable ministry over the past decade was critical to our strong growth and how the
calling of a new minister is one of the most important choices we will make to continue that growth over the coming
decade.
It is common for us to have a strong temptation to want to get back to normal and reduce our anxieties by
replacing our beloved retiring minister as quickly as possible. However, in addition to searching for a new called
minister, the interim period is critical in that it will give us the chance to adjust to not having Reverend Breeden in the
pulpit, and to assess how we will evolve after his leaving. The interim minister does much more than fill in at the
pulpit; the interim will help us with these challenging changes. And with the search process for a new called minister
alone taking a year, two-year interim periods have now become the norm to allow for all these stages.
The ministers have also educated us on the process of retiring, from their perspective. Retiring ministers
need their own time away from the congregation to let go of their role and routine. Also, following their traditions,
when a minister retires, they establish a covenant with current ministers to create relational expectations for the
continuing good health of the congregation.
We hope to see you next Sunday for a discussion on this topic and more, such as the search process for our
next called Minister.

Our Folks…
We mourn the passing on February 22 of long-time member Gabriel E. Langdon. A memorial service
for her will be held here on Sunday, March 9 at 3:00 p.m.
Our sympathy is with Sandra and Don Freund and their family upon the passing of Sandra’s mother last
week, at the age of 99.
Our sympathy is also with Marcia Veldman and Mark Veldman and their families, upon the unexpected
death of their father Pete Veldman, on March 3. A funeral will be held Thursday, March 6 in South Bend.
Congratulations to Guy and Connie Loftman and their family upon the birth of new granddaughter
Annika Valborg Loftman, to Eric Loftman and Yarrow Neubert on February 14.
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Adult Religious Education: Upcoming Classes
To sign up for classes, please contact the church office at 332-3695, ext.
204, or office@uubloomington.org. Child care can usually be made
available if requested well in advance; contact Adrienne,
dre@uubloomington.org

Extra Tai Chi Practice Session
Tuesdays, 6:15-7:45 p.m. Starting March 4
Instructor Brian Flaherty, who teaches our Saturday Tai Chi class, will lead an extra “Wu (Hao)”
style tai chi practice session with no instruction (just practice) on Tuesday evenings in Fellowship Hall from
6:15 to 7:45 p.m. starting Tuesday, March 4. All are welcome. Info, email Brian at creektivity@gmail.com

Shambala Meditation on March Mondays
Starting March 10
Join Sarah Flint in Fellowship Hall, 12:00 noon to 1:00
p.m. on Mondays in March for Shambhala Meditation and
instruction. Sitting will interspersed with walking
meditation and or Shamatha Yoga. Please bring your own cushion. Chair posture is also fine. Even if you must
come late or leave early, please join us in this 2500 year old practice.

Live to 100 and Enjoy it! Starts April 2
6 Wednesdays, April 2-May 7, 7-8:30PM, Room 210, with Al Strickholm (strickho@indiana.edu)
Do you want to remain in good health, raise Cain at public meetings, contribute long-acquired knowledge,
and not be limited to a rocking chair? We will discuss the physiology of “what is life”, and how to avoid
assaults on its integrity to achieve these goals. Al Strickholm, a physiologist, will lecture and lead
discussion on the recent plant-based nutraceutical revolution. ($5 for handouts to be paid at first class)

Swingtime in Art: Bright Colors, Recognizable Shapes, Jazzy Rhythms-- Apr 13
Stuart Davis Leads the Way to American Modern Art
1 session, April 13, 1-2PM, Room 210, with Carol Ver Wiebe (carolverwiebe@gmail.com)
An illustrated lecture on Stuart Davis, who has been called one of the most significant artists of the 20th
Century. Find out more about the life and motivation of this artist whose large painting “Swing Landscape” is
the centerpiece of the IU art museum’s contemporary art collection. Carol Ver Wiebe has been giving art talks
at the Ft. Wayne Art Museum for the past 15 years.

Friday, March 28, 6-9 PM: Pizza and Games Night with Reverend Bill Breeden
Sponsored by the High School Youth Group
Join Bill for a simple pizza dinner and then plan to stay for some favorite games. Dominos? Apples to Apples?
Charades? Come and see for yourself!

Save the Date! Congregational Retreat in May

Our Earth
Celebrational, All Congregational, Intergenerational UU Retreat is coming this
spring--May 9-10 at Waycross Camp. Mark it on your calendar now, and look for
further information soon!
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Invest in our Future
In the coming weeks, you will be invited to participate in our annual stewardship
campaign. We ask members and friends to make a financial pledge to this congregation in
order that the board of directors can make a realistic budget that supports the work of this
congregation.
Over the past 65 years, the investments of
many individuals acting in accordance with
their values, together with the careful
stewardship of those investments, have
collectively yielded the amazing congregation
we are today. Thank you to all of you who give
generously to this congregation! Your financial
support is needed and greatly appreciated.
With a strong financial foundation, we can:
• Magnify the social justice activities of many
dedicated volunteers by providing facilities,
organizational, and spiritual support.
• Compensate our current and future staff fairly, reflecting their importance to our large congregation and living
out our commitment to be an ethical employer.
• Respond to needs, interests, and passions beyond traditional worship by supporting Religious Education for
all ages, childcare, humanist forum, live streaming, small groups and more
• Offer fellowship, inspiration, nurturing, and the challenge to “walk the talk” on our shared journey of Seeking
the Spirit, Building Community, Changing the World.
Tandi Rogers reminded us who we are: "a 24/7 sanctuary of goodness." We invest in this promise, for our
present and our future. –The Stewardship Committee

Are you a Friendly Presence at Coffee Hour?
If you are willing to assist with UU hospitality, please use one of the black and yellow
mugs with the welcome logo for your beverage at fellowship hour. Guests and
newcomers are invited to look for friendly folks using the Welcome mugs. They would
like to talk to you.

Women's Alliance Meeting ~ Thursday, March 6 ~ 11:30 to 1 in Fellowship Hall
Come and learn about the important services provided by Monroe County United Ministries and special events
this Spring to celebrate MCUM's 75th anniversary. Bring a brown bag lunch and enjoy provided desserts and
beverages.
Everyone is welcome!

UU Humanist Discussion Group Meets on Alternating Sundays
Our Humanist Discussion group meets on alternating Sundays at 12:45 p.m. in Room 210. This
group is an opportunity for regular, open, wide-ranging discussions of issues relating to morality
and ethics, human development, and the nature of the universe. Their next meeting is on Sunday,
March 9. The humanist group on March 9 may start a little later so that members can attend the town hall
meeting with the UU Board at 12:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room. Please see the Friday March 7 UU Update
email for confirmation of the start time for the humanist discussion.
Monday, March 3, 2014
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UU Seder Planning Session March 9
The UU Seder Committee will have a planning session for the Seder on Sunday, March 9, 12:30 p.m. in Room
208. All who are interested in helping plan the Seder are invited. The Seder, which is scheduled for Monday,
April 14 at approximately 6:00 p.m., is a retelling of the Exodus story with a UU emphasis. A full Seder meal,
not Kosher, will be served. Contact Ruellen Fessenbecker for questions: rfessenb@indiana.edu

Livestreaming? The Order of Service is posted on our facebook page
If you would like to follow along with the order of service while livestreaming the Sunday service
(http://www.uubloomington.org/worship/livestream.html) , go to our facebook page, where the upcoming order
of service is posted each Friday: www.facebook.com/uubloomington

UUCB Book Discussion Sunday March 16 at the Carlsons at 3PM.
For March we will read non-fiction, with Doris Kearns Goodwin’s "The Bully Pulpit". It is the history of the
American Gilded Age in the administrations of Theodore Roosevelt and William Howard Taft, an era of elective
wars, American imperialism, American exceptionalism, unregulated capitalism, income inequality, political
scandals, and stagnant progress on social issues. Sound familiar? At Elof and Nedra Carlsons’ on March 16
at 3:00 p.m.

First-Ever Tour of UU Artists' Studios
Thursday, March 27, 2-5pm
The Elder Focus Task Force invites the UU congregation and friends to the inaugural Tour of UU
Artists' Studios on the afternoon of March 27. Expand your horizons and build UU community as you explore
the fascinating worlds of artists Patricia Coleman, Lynne Gilliatt, Margaret Gohn, Barb Lund and Sandy Taylor.
Share their visions in fabric, pastels, paint, pottery, watercolors and jewelry as the artists themselves guide you
through their work, studios, homes and shops.
Don't miss this exciting event on Thursday, March 27, from 2 to 5 pm. We will meet at the church at
1:45 for ride assignments and directions to the five artists' studios.
RSVP to jallensworth@bluemarble.net or 935-5597 if you plan to attend. See you March 27!

Member Celebration Day March 30
On Sunday, March 30th, Stewardship Sunday, we are having a celebration to
welcome those who have become members over the past year, and also to recognize
those who have been members for over 30, 40 or 50 years. These members will
receive special recognition during our services that morning, and there will be a
reception in Fellowship Hall between the services.

First MidAmerica UU Regional Meeting to Be Held Here April 12
MAKE HISTORY – join us here at UUCB for the first ever MidAmerica UU Regional meeting Saturday,
Apr 12. Theme: Hunger for Justice. EARLY REGISTRATION DISCOUNT DEADLINE ($60) March 15. Regular
registration ($80) ends March 31. It is also the first time that such a meeting has been held simultaneously at 4
different sites. All locations share the Keynote Speaker Paul Rasor: "Reclaiming Our Liberal Heritage and
Embracing Our Hunger for Justice" and the Business Meeting. The Business Meeting will be live streamed
from our Meeting Room. Want to be a UUCB designated Delegate and vote for our own Doug Cauble to be on
the MidAmerica UU Regional Board? Let Iris Kiesling know of your interest to be a congregational Delegate at
this meeting. You must be a member of our congregation to be a delegate. There are limited Delegate cards,
so speak up and get to vote. You may also attend this meeting as a non-delegate. Registration fee is the
same. There is still time to apply to be an exhibitor at this event. Go to: http://www.midamericauua.org/ for
more details and click on: Bloomington, IN “Register Now” to join us Saturday April 12.
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Reproductive Justice Snack Project
The Reproductive Justice Task Force invites the congregation to donate snacks
to be given to Planned Parenthood patients on Thursdays. These snacks will reduce
the number of times patients need to walk past the protesters outside the Planned
Parenthood offices.
Juice boxes, granola bars, and other individually wrapped, non-perishable
snacks are needed. Donations may be placed in the basket in the commons marked
“Snacks for Planned Parenthood." Volunteers are also needed to set up and take down small snack tables
inside Planned Parenthood on Thursdays. This is an interfaith effort with the Quakers and First United Church.
For additional information or to volunteer, contact Ann LeDuc at a_leduc@msn.com .

Habitat Task Force Plans for Spring
The Habitat Task Force is planning several activities in the next
few months for which we could use some help. We are scheduled to
provide about 12 workers for an upcoming build on Saturday, March 29.
Anyone can participate in this build (without any cost) from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. Training is provided for any tasks that are involved and Habitat supplies all necessary tools, lunch and
drinks. Please contact Barb Berggoetz, barbberg@bluemarble.net, if you would like to build that day.
We are looking for 35 women to participate in the annual Women Build, a nine-day building blitz when
teams of women from all over the city build two houses. In order to participate, you need to fund-raise or
donate a minimum of $250 by April 22. Habitat has a fund-raising template online to send to friends and family
members. We hope to fill the team by the end of February. Please contact Barb if you’d like to participate.
The Habitat Task Force is also planning a fundraising breakfast on Easter Sunday, April 20 between
services, so put that on your calendar. We’re raising funds to send a group of Unitarian Universalists to El
Salvador to participate in a Habitat build there in late May for nine days. If you’re interested in learning more
about that opportunity, please contact Connie Nelson-Laird at cnelsonlaird@gmail.com. We are also looking
for volunteers to donate baked goods and fruit for the breakfast and to help prepare and serve on April 20.
Contact Ann Leduc, a_leduc@msn.com, if you’re interested in learning more about how to help on April 20.

Update on our Community Conservation Challenge grant
In the first eight months since our solar panels were installed, we produced 53%
of the electricity we used. And we used 25% less electricity and 16% less gas than in
2010, the year before our capital campaign allowed us to make improvements to our
building. Recently, we have begun replacing the rest of our incandescent lights with
CFLs or LEDs. These improvements should save another 15% to 20% off our annual
electricity use.
Over 1/3 of our member households have now met their pledges to reduce
energy use. (THANK YOU!) Let’s go for ½!! Follow this link SURVEY and email your %, given on the last
screen of the survey, to Stephanie Kimball.)
So the remaining challenge is to cut our use of natural gas. We hope that recent changes we have
made in new more efficient equipment, thermostat settings, weather stripping and caulking will help us achieve
a 25% reduction in our use of natural gas in the coming year. –Green Sanctuary Task Force

Buy Spaghetti or Macaroni for Shalom Center
Donation basket is in the Commons. Thanks for helping!

Young Adult Lunch March 9

The next young adult (ages 18-35) lunch is Sunday, March 9. We'll
meet outside the sanctuary after the second service, pick a place to eat that fits group tastes and budgets, and
coordinate transportation as needed.
Monday, March 3, 2014
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UU Bloomington
Goods & Services Auction
Sunday, May 4th, 2014
Luncheon 12:30
Registration 1:30
Live & Silent Auction 2:00
Don’t miss this delightful afternoon of auction and delicious food at the
Unitarian Universalist Church of Bloomington!
You’ll be amazed by the range of goods and services for sale! Look for a list of selected sale items in The
Prologue, UU Friday Update, at the Auction Table in the Commons, and on the church web site!
You don’t have to be rich to enjoy this UU fundraiser! Admission is free and there will be items to suit all
budgets. Childcare can be provided during the auction. Please Contact Adrienne Summerlot at
dre@uubloomington.org no later than April 6th to arrange.
Join us for Lunch! Soup (meat & vegetarian), salad, dessert, & drinks will be available for purchase after the
11:15 service in Fellowship Hall. Come and enjoy the good food & relaxing atmosphere. Can’t stay? Take a
treat to go! Donations of cakes, pies, cookies and other fine desserts are much appreciated.
Heads & Tails Half-Pot Game! Win 50% of the proceeds! Winner will be chosen at the Lunch!
Tickets $5 ea. or 6 for $25. Sale of beads starting April 6th at the Auction Table in the Commons.
We need your donations! Consider donating a service such as babysitting, house cleaning, party or trip, music
lessons, computer help, etc. How about those gently used household items sitting in a closet? Or a loaf of
bread, cake, or something you’ve crafted?
Please complete the Donation Form on the reverse side of this page to contribute to this year’s inventory!
Please volunteer! Volunteers are needed to cook, serve lunch, set up, clean up, register bidders, be cashiers,
and mark sale items. Look for the Volunteer Sign-Up list in the Commons each Sunday.
Bring your friends and neighbors! The auction is open to the public! Help us set a new fundraising record for
the Church!
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UU Goods & Services Auction 2014 Donation Form
Please complete this form to make a donation for the May 4th UU Bloomington 2014 Auction!

Donation Forms accepted through Sunday, April 6th
All donations are due to the committee by Sunday, April 27 th (unless otherwise indicated)
Please consider donating your talents, services, or gently-used goods to this year’s UU Auction. Previous items have
ranged from themed meals, original artwork, and golf lessons to home baked bread, babysitting, and handmade socks.
Your generosity is appreciated!

Donation Contact Information
Donor Name
Business Name (if applicable)
Phone Number
E-mail Address
Donation Information
What is the name of this item?
Please list the way this item should be listed in the Auction Catalog.

Item Description
Please include a brief, detailed description of the item(s). If this is an event or dinner, please be sure to include:
location, date, time, and maximum # of people served.

Item Value
What is the estimated or actual value of this item? For an event or dinner, please put the per-person and/or perfamily pricing.

Item Delivery
th

Please indicate how you will deliver the item to the Auction Committee. All donations must be received by Sunday, April 27 (unless
otherwise indicated)

Drop off at church office (Room 204)
Mail to church office 2120 North Fee Lane Bloomington, IN 47408 ATTN: 2014 Auction
Someone needs to pick this item up from me
Food item will be delivered on auction day - May 4, 2014
Dinner, service or event – no delivery needed
Item has already been provided to the Auction Committee
Note: All donations must have the name of the donor and estimated value securely attached to the item
Donor and purchaser receipts will be available on auction day and are available from the auction committee.

Questions? Contact the 2014 Auction Committee Co-Chairs
Michelle Cook (812) 361-0366 / mc586788@yahoo.com
Wendy Bethel (614) 477-1660 / webethel@gmail.com
Monday, March 3, 2014
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Community Connections: Our Faith in Action in the Community
Monroe County United Ministries Fundraiser April 6

Tickets are now on sale for Monroe
County United Ministries' 10th annual "Spring into Action!" Luncheon and Auction, Sunday, April 6, 12:30 p.m.
Tickets are $25; you may also purchase a table for eight for $175. This is MCUM's major annual fundraising to
support its day care and emergency services programs. Please see Diane Gregory or Byron Bangert, both of
whom serve on the MCUM Board, to purchase your tickets.

Burma Youth Leadership Program Seeks Host Families April 11-26
The Burma Youth Leadership Program at IU is seeking host families for Burmese guests (18 adolescents and
2 adults), who will be in Bloomington from Friday, April 11th, until Saturday morning, April 26th. If you are
interested, please contact Loni Marie Dishong, Project Manager, at ldishon@indiana.edu

Art in the Commons
The beautiful photographs on display in the Commons and North Hallway this month are by John and Peggy
Woodcock.

UU History for You
LOUISA MAY ALCOTT: AUTHOR AND ACTIVIST
Louisa May Alcott (1832-1888) was born in Germantown, Pennsylvania, but spent her childhood in
Massachusetts. Her parents, Bronson Alcott and Abigail May, were teachers.
Abigail’s brother was a Unitarian minister. The Alcott family grew up with the
friendship and tutoring of Emerson and Thoreau. Bronson was not good at
business and his schools often failed. Partly this was due to his strict standards
and belief in the “sweetness of self denial.” Louisa and many of Bronson’s
students believed in “plain living and high thinking.” Louisa developed a skill
for writing and became involved in the women’s and abolitionist movements. In
the 1840s she worked with the Underground Railroad to help escaped slaves
find safe houses. She was fond of Theodore Parker’s sermons. In the Civil
War she served as a nurse and wrote newspaper articles on the survivors and
the conditions of the hospitals. That volunteer work nearly took her life when
she contracted typhoid fever. She wrote young adult novels in the early 1860s
under a pen name and when some got good reviews, she switched to her own
name. Her most famous novels are the quartet on the March family, largely
autobiographical—Little Women and their sequels. Her character Jo is based on her own life growing up in
Concord. Louisa described herself as having “a man’s soul put by some freak of nature into a woman’s body.”
She was a semi-invalid the last 20 or so years of her life from the damage caused by typhoid fever, which
fortunately did not stem her production of numerous books and articles.
--Elof Carlson, Congregational Historian

UUA General Assembly in Providence in June

MEMBERS AND FORMER DELEGATES:
You can represent our UU Congregation at the annual UUA conference in Providence RI this June 25-29. We
are a representative, democratically organized association of congregations, and your vote is most important.
Deadlines for registration and delegate selection are coming up soon. --Iris Kiesling 332-5224
or ifkiesing@aol.com
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Our Congregational Themes for 2014
January: Inquiry
February: Connection
March:
Generosity
April:
Honesty
May:
Beauty
June:
Love

July:
August:
September:
October:
November:
December:

Hospitality
Creativity
Deep Listening
Inheritance
Possibility
Hope

How do you use GENEROSITY to Seek the Spirit, Build Community, and Change the World?
(photo by John Woodcock)

Viewing Sunday Services Online:
Livestream the Sunday Service at http://www.techwerks.tv/264PlayerLIVE.php?type=live&clientID=933
Archived Sunday Services are at http://www.techwerks.tv/myVideo.php?clientID=933&name=yes

Next Issue of this newsletter: Monday, March 17; deadline for articles 10:00 a.m.

Articles
received after 10:00 a.m. on the date of publication will appear in the next issue. Please send articles regarding
congregational events and projects to admin@uubloomington.org. The Prologue is published on the first and third
Mondays of each month, with exceptions, and is edited by Carol Marks, Church Administrator. Dates of the next few
issues: Mar 17, Apr 7, Apr 21, May 5, May 19.

Calendar of all our congregational events can be found at www.uubloomington.org Click on “Full Calendar”
and then on the date you are interested in. You can also search for a specific event!

photo by John Woodcock

The Prologue
Unitarian Universalist Church of Bloomington
2120 N. Fee Lane
Bloomington, IN 47408-1646
812-332-3695
www.uubloomington.org
The Rev. Mary Ann Macklin, Executive Minister
The Rev. Bill Breeden, Co-Minister
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