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Consider the Conversation 
End of Life Issues 
Film and Discussion 
with Dr. Rob Stone 

Sunday, October 27 
3:00-5:00 PM in Fellowship Hall 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday, October 27, 2013 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
 

"A Day for Stepping Over Thresholds" 
Reverend Barbara Child 

The costumes most in keeping with Halloween tradition are 
skeletons and ghosts, since All Saints Day, All Souls Day, and the 
Day of the Dead on different people’s religious calendars, all 
celebrate a day devoted to the dead.  These are complicated 
holidays – filled with a fascinating mix of humor and quite serious 
memorials.  Please bring to the service a photograph or other 
memento of someone beloved in your memory.  We will prepare 
an altar to display and honor them. (See “Maintaining the Circle,” 
Page 2.) 

 
Samhain Celebration Oct 30 
On Samhain (Sow-in), the veil between the world 
of the living and the dead is thinnest. Samhain is 
the Celtic New Year as well as the third and final 
harvest festival, during which the God dies to be 
reborn again at Yule. The Earth Kin Samhain 
ritual will be one of remembering and communing 
with our ancestors who have moved beyond the 

veil. There will be a guided meditation to find and begin healing 
our shadow masks. You are welcome to bring photographs of or 
offerings to the ancestor(s) you wish to honor, which will be placed 
on an ancestor altar. The ritual will take place on Wednesday, 
October 30th at 7:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall and will be led by 
Brooke Opel, Second Degree High Priestess, and a new 
participant in the UU Bloomington community. Teens are welcome 
to attend with their parents, but younger children would be unlikely 
to enjoy this event. Sorry, no childcare during this event. 
 
 

Sunday, November 3, 2013 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
 

"Birds of a Feather, the War on Drugs, 
and the New Jim Crow"  
Reverend Bill Breeden 

Having replaced segregation with incarceration, we have yet to 
purge the institutional racism that infects our body politic.   This 
service will also include the Age of Reason ceremony celebrating 
our first graders. 
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The North Window 
Reverend Mary Ann Macklin is still on sabbatical, and yet this morning I 

swear I heard her admonition to “Breathe, Breathe, Breathe.”  I was standing in 
the forest behind our cabin in awe of the colors which seem to get brighter every 
day.  I am not sure how many years I must live, or perhaps how many more life 
cycles it will take me to fully understand that mantra, or to fully integrate it into 
my being.  To be sure, there are plenty of reasons to be cynical, fearful, and 
downright anxiety-ridden these days.  Reverend Barbara’s sermon yesterday 
regarding the Buddhist admonition to be in the present and not to get stuck in 
the past, the un-now, reminds me to taste the sweetness of every moment.  

 And Reverend Emily’s sharing of a story from Valiska Gregory’s Through the Mickle Woods for the 
children’s moment was also lingering in the back of my mind this morning.  A man who was so incarcerated by 
fear that he could not leave his house asked a bird how it could fly in the face of fear about the wind, or the fire, 
or the many other possible catastrophes that might just be.  The bird responds, “Every day there is morning, 
ripe as a peach….and fledglings in the spring, of course—small things.”  The man responds, “What of wind and 
fire?”  “My song requires them all,” replied the bird as it flew away. 

That story reminded me to not get stuck in the future which is also the un-now, but to fly upon the wind 
of the present, accepting all that is required of my song.   Have you taken the time to breathe into the colors of 
the sumac, the sassafras, and the sycamore?  Have you walked on the carpet of colors that adorn the skin of 
mother earth? Have you really absorbed the change that is ever present in our lives?  I hope you take 
advantage of the breath you have been given, and I also hope you will join us on Sunday mornings.  You never 
know  what story might bring newness into your life. 

Peace--bill 
Reverend Bill Breeden 

 
 

Maintaining the Circle 
 When I lived in San Francisco some years ago, I was fascinated to discover the 
holiday called the Day of the Dead – Dia de los Muertos – with traditions and festivities that 
make our Halloween pale by comparison.  Children making sugar skulls, families covering 
their departed loved one’s graves with mums, bakers baking pan de muerto – the bread of 
the dead – and households with special altars where they put the sugar skulls and the bread 
of the dead along with pictures of their beloved dead Grandmother or Uncle and maybe some 
of their favorite foods as well.   

Those who celebrate the Day of the Dead speak of it as the time each year when the 
veil grows very thin between us who are living and those who have died.  So the food on the altar may indeed 
feed their spirit as well as our own, and we may step onto that threshold that gives us a taste or a glimpse of 
what is on the other side.  

The Day of the Dead is also a time for putting death in its place, cutting it down to size with puppets and 
cartoons and decorated masks, showing everybody from pompous politicians to ordinary folks as nothing more 
substantial than a skeleton.  And the Day of the Dead is a time for bringing to mind our own blessed dead and 
sharing something of them with others who never had a chance to know them.  
 We will have an altar next Sunday, October 27, where we will invite you to come forward and place a 
picture or other memento of your dead loved one to share with us.  We will have mums and skeleton figures 
and, thanks to the Muddy Fork Bakery, even some pan de muerto for you to taste. And we will light special 
candles for the congregation’s beloved dead.  Please come and take part in this complicated, wonderful 
holiday celebration. – Reverend Barbara Child, sabbatical minister 

 
Our Folks… 

Congratulations to Harold Ogren, Von Welch, and others at IU whose work supported the 
discovery of the Higgs boson particle. Peter Higgs was awarded the Nobel prize recently for his 
theory of its existence. 
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Gourmet Gifts Made by 6th-8th 
Graders  Our 6th-8th grade students invite 

you to begin your holiday shopping early by  
purchasing a gourmet gift. All proceeds will 
help the kids put their social justice ideas into 
action! Hoosier cornbread, double chocolate 

chip brownies, peanut butter chocolate brownies, peppermint 
hot chocolate and bean and rice soup are all packaged 
attractively to make great gifts!   Place your orders in 
Fellowship Hall during Coffee Hour through November 
10th.  Orders will be available for pickup on November 17th.    
 

Fourth Friday Fellowship 
Friday, October 25th, 6-8pm 
October is Bullying Prevention Month! Our Fourth Friday 
Fellowship will focus on celebrating what makes YOU 
different and how we can all take a stand against bullying. 
EVERYONE is encouraged to wear mismatched socks and/or a costume. Please join us for a story, art and 
shenanigans in Fellowship Hall on Friday, October 25th from 6-8pm. Potluck pitch-in meal; please bring a dish 
to share. We will also be collecting Halloween costumes for social workers to distribute to 
children.  Info: dre@uubloomington.org  

 

Holidays and Holy Days 
Our 3rd-5th graders in Holidays and Holy Days 
learned about the Hindu festival of Dussehra and 
explored the ideas of good and evil.  These kids have 
really been engaged each week and have been 
making connections to Unitarian Universalism. 
Teachers shared how much they have learned from 
the conversations that children were having and how 
deeply they connected to this concept.  Children 
enjoyed writing and drawing about evil things in their 
world and then burning them outside in an urn.  The 
children will be celebrating Day of the Dead and 
Diwali in coming weeks. 

 
 

Just Peace Task Force members sing with the children, October 13. 

 
 

Post Script to Barbara’s Sermon on October 20, 2013 
If you are intrigued by the teachings of Pema Chödrön, some of whose Buddhist wisdom I 
shared in my October 20 sermon, “The Present Moment as the Perfect Teacher,”  you might 
want to read more from her. My particular recommendations for more on the themes of my 
sermon are her books entitled When Things Fall Apart, Comfortable with Uncertainty, Start 
Where You Are, and Don’t Bite the Hook.   – Reverend Barbara Child 

 
 

mailto:dre@uubloomington.org
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We Welcome Our Newest Members 
The following people signed our Membership Book on Sunday, October 20. We are glad you are with us! 
 

 
Cetti Cherniak 
Cetti (pronounced "Catie") Cherniak 
I'm a dedicated generalist. I'm a 'reality sandwich' theoretician -- that is, I create 
engineering and art that the physical senses, emotions, instincts, and intuitions serve as 
both starting and ending points. As an intensely embodied being in a vast, dynamic 
matrix, I dangle always at the edge of multiple vortices and nascences. Ask me tomorrow 
and I will tell you another story both ancient and new -- and I hope you'll share your story 
with me, too   
 
 

 
Michal Ann Carley 
Michal Ann Carley recently moved from Appleton, Wisconsin. For many years she was an 
art and art history educator and curator/director at university art museums. Twelve years 
ago she left academia and began to practice her craft full time. Currently she designs and 
creates jewelry from glass and fabricates and forges sculpture of steel. She has two 
children and a granddaughter. Her avocations are gardening, walking with her dogs, 
reading, and writing.  
 
 
 

 
Roxanne, Bryan and Katie Smith 

Bryan is father to three, Justin, Jenny and Katie.  He met 
Roxanne on the East Coast and followed her to the Midwest where 
they married. He is a chemical engineer specializing in senior 
leadership of pharmaceutical quality assurance and engineering. 
Bryan enjoys singing, dancing, shopping, crafts, home 
improvement and, most of all, family activities.  Philosophical 
discussions with Roxanne, his wife of 8 years, are a major 
highlight. Bryan has found UUCB to be a place of grounding and 
joy, restorative and valuable each week. 
  Roxanne and daughter Katie arrived in Bloomington to join 

her husband Bryan who had landed here on a 6-month contract. Eventually, they fell in love with Bloomington 
and relocated permanently. As an army brat who tends to be an outsider amongst civilians, and an analytic 
geek wary of, but still wanting a spiritual life, Roxanne has found a place for community and spiritual growth at 
UUCB, both of which she values deeply. She is a philosopher who works in metaphysics and political 
philosophy and enjoys science fiction, games (parlor and otherwise), being crafty, and long walks. 
  Katie, born in St. Louis, came to Bloomington soon after her 3rd birthday. She has attended school at 
Campus Children’s Center, Rogers Elementary, and Bloomington Montessori School, where she is currently a 
second grader. Katie is an aunt to her niece Carley and a baby sister to her older siblings Justin and Jenny. 
Katie loves to sew, craft, write stories, compose music, and tumble at gymnastics. Sleepovers are high on her 
list of favorite things and she enjoys her RE community at UUCB. 
 

Thanks for the Flowers 
Many thanks to Ann Robins for the lovely flowers she recently provided for the Meeting Room windows, and to 
others who have provided flowers during the summer months.  
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How Can We Help? Get To Know The UU Caring Committee 
The UU Caring Committee serves in many ways to provide assistance to our congregation.  With the help of 
many volunteers, following is a list of these services:  transportation to medical appointments; provide prepared 
meals (up to one week) after a hospital stay or rehabilitation stay at Bell Trace or Meadowood health pavilion 
or a new baby arrival; and assist with food preparation, presentation and clean-up for UU member memorial 
services in Fellowship Hall. 
Members of the Caring Committee are as follows: 

   Meals:  Mary Blizzard and Alissa Davis 
   Transportation:  Anna Wiley 
   Memorial Receptions:  Doris Wittenburg and Marlin Howard 
   Cards:  Ruth Ann Cooper 
   Elder Focus Care Taskforce Representative:  Barb Backler 
   Tech Support:  Von Welch 
   At Large Members:  Kathy Sideli and Judy Bennett 
   Ministers:  Rev. Bill Breeden and Rev. Mary Ann Macklin 
   Co-Chairs:  Sharon Yarber and Sandy Churchill 

If you would like to volunteer, please contact one of the co-chairs Sharon Yarber at 
yarbersharon@yahoo.com or Sandy Churchill at churchi@indiana.edu.  If you want to request one of the 
services, please contact one of the ministers at 332-3695. 

 

UU Children's Choir Schedule  
Oct 27: Rehearse, 10:30-11am (Rm 212) 
(No rehearsal Nov 3) 
Nov 10: Rehearse, 10:30-11am (Rm 212) 
Nov 14: (Thurs): Rehearse & join adult choir; 7:00-7:30pm (Fellowship Hall) 
Nov 17: Sing at Intergenerational Thanksgiving Services (timing below is tentative) 

            Meet at 9:45 am (Rm 212); Sing at end of 1st service; Rehearse again 10:50 (Meeting Room); Sing at 
start of 2nd service 
 

 

UUknitarians Click Again!   Wednesday, November 13, 7:30pm 
Come and relax with friends as you tackle a knitting or crochet project.  All levels of 
experience and all ages welcome!  Second Wednesday, 7:30-9:00 p.m., Room 207B. 
Judy Bennett, Membership Coordinator   memcoord@uubloomington.org  

 
 

What’s the Difference Between Power and Authority? Fall 
Leadership Training November 2 

Fall Leadership Training will take place Saturday, Nov. 2 from 9:30-11:30 
a.m. in Fellowship Hall. The focus is “Power and Authority.” We will explore the 
differences between power and authority, and leadership and management, as well 
as implicit and explicit expectations of a congregational leader. Lighthearted 
moments will be included, to ease participants' anxiety about the responsibilities of 
leadership. There will also be time for deep reflection on what it means to be a 
leader. All current leaders and those who wish to increase their capacity for 

leadership in our community are invited to attend.  
This workshop is part of the UUA Harvest the Power curriculum and is sponsored by the Leadership 

Cultivation Committee. 
 
 

mailto:yarbersharon@yahoo.com
mailto:churchi@indiana.edu
mailto:memcoord@uubloomington.org
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“Consider the Conversation” Film and Discussion 
Sunday, October 27th from 3:00 – 5:00 P.M. 

Why do you think such a disparity exists between the way 
people say they want to die and the reality of how most people 
actually die?   

The creators of this film “hope to change the commonly held 
American attitude that views end-of-life as a failed medical event to 
one that sees it as a normal process rich in opportunity for human 
development.”  We will view this documentary along with Dr. Rob 

Stone who will facilitate a discussion about the issues surrounding this video.   
RSVP  Sharon Yarber, co-chair of Caring Committee  yarbersharon@yahoo.com 336-4427 or 345-0364 
Barb Backler, co-chair of EFTF   bbackler@indiana.edu  369-4659 or 340-0354    

 
UU Choir Premieres Works by Freund and Penhorwood November 3 

The UU Choir will premiere two new works at Sunday services on November 3, 9:15 and 11:15.  Don Freund's 
"Welcome Prayer" was composed specially for the choir to a text by Clarke Dewey Wells.  "I Choose" by Edwin 
Penhorwood, was composed for baritones Ray Fellman and Scott Hogsed, members of our congregation, who 
will be the soloists. 

 
Fast Friends- Time Change for November 3 
In our relatively large congregation it can be difficult to meet some of the people that you have 
not had the opportunity to interact with.  Fast Friends is designed like “Speed Dating”, and will 

be held the first Sunday of every month.  It will meet at 10:30 am in the library, and at 12:30 pm 
after the second service in Fellowship Hall. Participants will be paired with someone they do not know and they 
will spend 10 minutes talking together until it is time to change partners and repeat the procedure with a new 
person.  Each participant will have the opportunity to meet three people.  Allowing for change-over time, the 
whole process will take 40 minutes. You are invited to join in!  Judy Bennett, Membership Coordinator 

 
Book Discussion November 24 
The UUCB Book Discussion will meet at Elof and Nedra Carlson's home at 3PM on Sunday November 24 to 
discuss a non-fiction work:  You Can't Be Neutral On A Moving Train by Howard Zinn.  This memoir is 
available in paperback at the UUCB book table during coffee hour between services.  

 

Adult Religious Education Winter/Spring 2014 
Call for Course Proposals:  Due December 1 
Are you a spiritual seeker, an avid reader, a poet, a parent, or an activist?  Do you 
have an interest you would like to share and explore with fellow Unitarian 
Universalists? If so, you are encouraged to submit a course proposal to our Adult 
Religious Education (ARE) Program. We are now accepting proposals for 
Winter/Spring 2014 classes (January – May 2014).  Either a single session or 
multiple sessions are welcome. Classes with fewer than five sessions preferred. 
Please go to http://www.uubloomington.org/re/adult/index.php to download a 

proposal form, or pick up a paper form in the church office. Proposals can be mailed to the church or emailed 
to the ARE chair: Carolyn Emmert, at davidjemmert@sbcglobal.net. If you wish to continue a class that is 
currently or was recently in session, please also confirm this with Carolyn Emmert. Deadline is December 1st. 

 

Art in the North Hallway  This month beautiful pastels by Lynne Gilliatt are featured in our North 

Hallway Gallery. 

mailto:yarbersharon@yahoo.com
mailto:bbackler@indiana.edu
http://www.uubloomington.org/re/adult/index.php
http://www.uubloomington.org/webmail/src/compose.php?send_to=davidjemmert%40sbcglobal.net
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&docid=F9UbFK0d8dVRCM&tbnid=j8uCh_dhg7J4nM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2170734/OAP-loneliness-health-issue-treated-urgency-obesity.html&ei=o909UpzQJfLYyQHtoIHACQ&bvm=bv.52434380,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNHiMs9gWELzQooBzn9qDjTcsC-JQQ&ust=1379872492621761
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Sunday Morning Announcements 

The preferred method of making announcements is to have them printed in the Sunday Order of 
Service, deadline Friday, 9:00 a.m. To be read aloud by the Board announcement person on Sunday, brief 
announcements of 25 words or less must be delivered to the announcement box in Room 204 by 8:30 a.m. on 
Sunday, or emailed to the church administrator, admin@uubloomington.org no later than the preceding Friday 
morning at 9:00 a.m.  

Special cases when an individual may come forward to make an announcement (e.g., the Stewardship 
chair, the Holiday Bazaar chair) will be coordinated in advance with the Minister(s).  

[Please remember that the Board announcement person is empowered to edit announcements as 
needed on Sunday mornings.] 
 

UU Humanist Discussion Group Meets on Alternating Sundays  
Humanist Discussion group meets on alternating Sundays at 12:45 p.m. in Room 210. This 

group is an opportunity for regular, open, wide-ranging discussions of issues relating to morality 
and ethics, human development, and the nature of the universe. The discussion on November 3 

will be Pandemics, led by Rob Hongen. 

 

Shambhala Meditation: Wednesdays 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Shambhala meditation offered with Sarah Flint in Fellowship Hall - 5:30 - 6:30 each Wednesday; 
sitting interspersed with walking meditation and/or Shamatha yoga. Enjoy this opportunity to 
hear meditation instruction and practice with others each week.  

 
 

Our Minister’s Sabbatical 
A sabbatical leave is part of our congregation’s covenant 

agreement with our ministers. Sabbatical offers extended time 

for study, reflection, rest and renewal—all ingredients for effective 

ministry. As we’ve experienced in the past, a time of temporary 
change also stimulates opportunities for growth and renewal for all 
of us. 
 
2013 Sabbatical for Reverend Mary Ann Macklin: 
Reverend Macklin’s sabbatical began July 29th.  Her email is off-line 
until December 26th.  

 
  Reverend Macklin will return for the All Music Sunday and the Congregational Meeting on December 
15th. She will also participate in the Holiday Services. Her office hours will resume fully in January of 2014. 
In the meantime, the ministers, staff, and lay leadership of the congregation are prepared to deal with all the 
usual matters of congregational life, including emergencies.  
 
Sharing the Care of the Congregation: 
Reverend Barbara Carlson, Minister Emerita, in coordination with the Caring Committee and Reverend Emily 
Manvel Leite, has agreed to work with Reverend Breeden to cover select ministerial assignments during 
Reverend Macklin’s leave.  Please contact the church office if you have pastoral needs and someone will put 
you in touch with the minister on call.  Direct other sabbatical-related questions to the Sabbatical Committee. 
We’ll be happy to respond. 
--Beth Lodge-Rigal (Chair) blodgerigal@att.net, John Summerlot, Doug Cauble  
 

 

mailto:admin@uubloomington.org
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Young Adult  and Campus Ministry Meets Monthly at the Union 
     To stay in the loop on young adult (ages 18-35) activities, join our email list by sending 
a message with your address to uucampus@uubloomington.org, and/or request to join our 
facebook group (search on UUIU). José Toledo, Campus Ministry Coordinator, 
uucampus@uubloomington.org  
Here’s the meeting calendar for the next two months. All meetings are at the Indiana 
Memorial Union.                Nov 14, 2013, 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM Redbud Room 
                                              Dec 5, 2013, 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM Oak Room 

 

Shopping for Treats?  
As we enter the holiday season and menus and epicurean delights waft through your mind, don’t forget to bring 
your checkbook to church on Sunday (10:15-11:10 a.m.) so you can stock up on UU grocery cards from 
Kroger, Marsh/O’Malia and Bloomingfoods.  That way 3 to 5% of the amount you spend comes to the church! 
 And payment is easy with a grocery card—just zip the card through the reader and you can be on your way!   
 

That’s My Church! 
167 households livestreamed our 11:15 a.m. Sunday service a few weeks ago! – The Stewardship Committee 

 

UU History for You 
Charles Darwin’s Struggles With His Religious Identity 
Charles Darwin (1809-1882) was born in Shrewsbury and died at his home in 
Down House near London.  The Darwin and Wedgwood families in Shrewsbury 
were mostly non-conformists who ranged from freethinkers (like his grandfather 
Erasmus) to Unitarians (like his cousin and future wife, Emma Wedgwood).  
Darwin attended an Anglican school and this permitted him to attend Cambridge 
University where he hoped to be ordained as an Anglican minister.  His love of 
nature allowed him to be recommended for the position as naturalist for a five 
year voyage around the world on the HMS Beagle.  The experience shifted 
Darwin’s views on the book of Genesis in the Bible.  He felt it was wrong.  After 
his return to England, he abandoned being a minister and allowed his religious 

views to wither.  He allowed his wife Emma to instruct the children in religion as she saw appropriate.  She 
took them to Unitarian services.  By age 40, Darwin claimed he was a minimalist theist at best, with God as the 
first cause of the universe but not involved in how the world works.  His books on evolution led to a storm of 
controversy as well as international fame as one of the greatest scientists who ever lived.  In his unpublished 
autobiography, he claimed he was an agnostic and the origin of the universe would forever be a mystery to 
him.  He believed religions were created by humans to help them cope and make sense of an unpredictable 
universe.    -- Elof Axel Carlson,  congregational historian 
 
Attendance 
Sunday, October 13  9:15: 99 11:15: 149 RE: 71 Total: 319 
Sunday, October 20  9:15: 91 11:15: 156 RE: 125 Total: 372 
Non-Pledge Offering 
10/13 - $808; 10/20 - $498 Total to be donated to Circles Initiative - $326 
On June 2, 2013, our members voted to donate 25% of our Sunday non-pledge offerings through June 30, 2014, to 
Monroe County Circles Initiative, which helps families move out of poverty. For info on this program visit  
http://www.insccap.org/pages/circles 

Grocery Card Sales 
October 13  $1450, income to UUCB $70.50 
October 20  $1250, income to UUCB $62.50 

mailto:touucampus@uubloomington.org
mailto:uucampus@uubloomington.org
http://www.insccap.org/pages/circles
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Help Feed Our Hungry Neighbors Task Force 
The next BountyFull Sunday is November 3. Please bring non-perishable foods to 
donate to Monroe County United Ministries. We are also still collecting macaroni for 
Shalom Center.   -- Anne Graham, Chair 

 
 
Homelessness Task Force Blanket Drive   The Homelessness Task 

Force will be collecting clean, used blankets and sleeping bags each Sunday in October 
between services in Fellowship Hall. The Bloomington Interfaith Winter Shelter operates 
November 1 – March 31, so these will help people living on the streets during October 
and April, when nights are often chilly.  --Alan Backler 
 
 
 

 

Low Carbon Diet Workshops 
Come join us to lose 30,000 pounds!  That’s pounds of carbon dioxide, of 

course.   The typical American household generates approximately 60,000 pounds of 
heat-trapping carbon dioxide per year, whereas the typical German household 
contributes 27,000 pounds and the average Swedish household’s contribution is only 
15,000 pounds. The Low Carbon Diet workshop walks you through calculating your 

carbon footprint, then guides you to choose actions to meet your reduction goals.  
This fall, Stephanie Kimball and Molly O’Donnell will be offering three workshops:  one will meet on 

Wednesday evenings at 7pm (Nov. 6 and Nov. 20), one at 12:00 noon on Tuesdays (Oct. 29 and Nov. 12) , 
and a third on Sundays at 1pm (Oct. 27, Nov. 10), all here at the church.  Please register by emailing 
kimball.stephanie@gmail.com and indicating your preferred meeting time.  The workshop is free; Low Carbon 
Diet workbooks will be available for $10.   
 

Waste Not, Want Not 
   Our solar panels have been working wonderfully (over 
17,000 kWh to date). From mid- April to mid-October we 
produced 59% of our electricity. We used about half of that 
directly from our panels and the rest we sent to the grid, for 
which we received over $850.00 credit on our bills.  
     As part of the $25,000 grant from the Office of Energy 
Development (OED) that we put toward the panels, we pledged 
to reduce the energy used by our facility by 25% to 40% from 
the our use in 2010. New windows and doors, more efficient 
lighting, new metal roof and two new HVAC systems have 
resulted in a 13% reduction to date.  Now let’s focus on reducing 
waste in the way we use, heat and cool the building. 

An effective way to reduce waste is to set back 
thermostats when spaces aren’t being used. To adjust a thermostat          ↑ This is a graph of our solar   
while using a room, please follow the posted instructions                            electricity PRODUCTION, not usage! 
carefully! Please don’t use the “HOLD” function, since              
it prevents the thermostat from reverting to its regular program.   

Info, Molly O'Donnnell: mollysod@gmail.com  

mailto:kimball.stephanie@gmail.com
mailto:mollysod@gmail.com
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Citizens Climate Lobby Training October 26 
The Green Sanctuary Task Force is actively involved in the formation of a local chapter of the Citizens 

Climate Lobby (CCL) www.citizensclimatelobby.com.  CCL works to create the political will for a stable climate 
and to empower individuals to have breakthroughs in exercising their personal and political power. It’s time for 
citizens to reclaim their democracy and overcome the powerful influence of the fossil fuel industry in order to 
secure a safe and sustainable future for generations to come. 

You’re invited to attend the presentation/training facilitated by the CCL Regional Coordinator on 
Saturday, October 26 from 10 am until 2 pm in our Fellowship Hall.  Lunch will be provided. RSVP by emailing 
marciaveldman@gmail.com . 

You can be involved even if you can’t attend the training.  To find out more, contact Marcia Veldman. 

 
Elder Focus Task Force Hearing Project Update 

The Elder Focus Task Force addresses challenges of our members as we enter 
and live in that place called "old age."  We work with such issues as isolation and 
community, housing, mental health, finding fun, the challenges of living in aging bodies. 

One big issue for us is Hearing Loss, which has had an impact on a number of 
our members, and not just seniors.  In many settings, someone present has a hearing 
impairment which makes it difficult to communicate. 

We UUs are not alone. Hearing loss is the third most common health problem in this country. 
Surprisingly, most of  that hearing impairment is in Americans  younger than age 65.  About 18% of us already 
have hearing loss by the time we are 54.  Even children have hearing losses. 

The Elder Focus Task Force wants all those in our community who want to hear, to be able to hear. 
Ultimately, an inclusive church may learn to talk with its members not only through their ears, but through their 
eyes or other senses. 

Our projects include: 
- Assessing and acquiring individual headsets which can be easily operated in small groups. 
- Always using full-room amplification systems for all of our task force meetings, classes, and events. 
- Encouraging all members to explore the new personal amplification systems in the sanctuary and the 
easily-operated full room amplification systems, both provided by the Audio-Visual Committee.    
- Participating in the training session for Chalice Circle leaders on hearing solutions in small  groups. 
We are also creating a standard questionnaire to use in interviews with hearing-impaired church 

members to better guide us in our work.  What do we need to know?  What doesn't  work? What does work? 
How can we best enhance hearing for all at UU Bloomington? 

If you are inspired to join us in this work, would like to be interviewed, or have a hearing story to tell, 
please contact Jeanie McElwain, Chair, Elder Focus Task Force Hearing Committee, 
at mcelwain@whidbey.net or 812-828-9371. 

 
Bras for a Cause Project – Final Weeks 
Our high school youth group is inspired by the AME church’s efforts to collect “gently used” bras for the Free 
the Girls organization. This movement, founded by a pastor in Denver, Colorado, is focused on providing 
former victims of sex trafficking with safe, well-paying jobs selling bras to other women. The charity is currently 
focused on the country of Mozambique, but is beginning expansion to Mexico, Uganda, Kenya, and El 
Salvador this year. You can donate your bras in the box found beside the social justice table in the Commons.  
Donate a bra, give a former slave a job. It’s that simple!  

 
A complete list of congregational events can be found at www.uubloomington.org or in your Sunday order of 
service each week. 

mailto:marciaveldman@gmail.com
mailto:mcelwain@whidbey.net
tel:812-828-9371
http://www.uubloomington.org/
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This whole page is about the BAZAAR 
 

Save the Date! Bazaar is December 6-7 
The 55th annual UU Holiday Art Fair and Bazaar is Friday, December 6 from 10AM - 
7PM and Saturday, December 7 from 9AM - 4PM. In addition to volunteering to work and 
donating baked goods and high quality used items for the White Elephant, please ATTEND and 
bring your friends and neighbors!  
 

Holiday Art Fair and Bazaar -- HELP WANTED! 
Seeking two more people to share the Bazaar Treasurer job.  Volunteers will "tag team"  to 
service the various activities' cash boxes, keep the books during the two days of the Bazaar, 
and do the final accounting.   Please contact Julie Lawson juliakarin.j8@gmail.com  or Joanne 
Henriot  jhenriot@indiana.edu for more information. 

 

Who Ya Gonna Call? Bazaar Bosses Listed Below: 
 
Volunteers Needed! 
We will need more than 100 volunteer shifts filled for the Holiday Bazaar, December 6 and 7.  It 
takes a lot of people, but each shift is only a couple of hours. There is a job to suit anyone’s 
interests and it is so much fun! Sign up in Fellowship Hall between services any Sunday in 
November or contact Jess Davis, jessldav@yahoo.com . 

 
 

Read and Recycle -- Bolster the Bazaar Book Sale! 
Now that the weather is turning nippy, curl up with all those unread books, read 
them, and set them aside for the Bazaar Book Sale. Or, better yet, cull through your 
shelves for old, lightly used books and clear them off your shelves. We need 
everything that is not moldy and musty. We'll be collecting them at the church starting 
after services on Sunday, December 1. Questions? Contact Abby Downey at 
abdowney46@gmail.com or 812-824-7755. 

 
Cookie Walk  You know, COOKIES. Bake some. The heavier and prettier the better! We sell 

them by the pound.  Meg Sears and Mary Jo Conley 

 
Gourmet Galaxy  Plan your generous donations of baked goods and other items for the 

Gourmet Galaxy.  Popular items include rum balls, peanut brittle, and divinity.  Jams, chutneys and 
relishes sell well as do cakes, all kinds of breads, and other baked goods.  Help make this year’s 
bazaar the best one yet!  Ann LeDuc, Molly Gleeson, Co-chairs of the Gourmet Galaxy 

 
White Elephant’s Trunk  Donate high quality used items: beautiful, unusual, or relentlessly 

useful (no clothing). Doris Wittenburg 

 

 
Hookers, Needlers and Shuttlers!  
Fundraiser Knitting for Monroe Co. United Ministries You knit or crochet adorable 

hats, scarves, slippers, baby booties, bring them here (collection box in Commons), and we sell 
them at the Bazaar and give the money to help feed people.  Last year we raised over $1500!  

Mary Blizzard 333-8957 or mary_blizzard@hotmail.com .  

mailto:juliakarin.j8@gmail.com
mailto:jhenriot@indiana.edu
mailto:jessldav@yahoo.com
mailto:abdowney46@gmail.com
tel:812-824-7755
mailto:mary_blizzard@hotmail.com
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Community Connections 
Our Faith in Action in the Community 
 

VIPS Fundraiser October 26 
Come enjoy a unique dining experience while raising money for Visually Impaired Preschool Services. Dining in the 
Dark will take place Saturday, October 26th from 6 to 9 pm at Chapman's Banquet Hall.  Diners are invited (but not 
obliged) to wear sleep masks throughout their meals to take a moment to experience eating without the use of 
vision. Dining in the Dark is a great way to raise awareness about early intervention for infants and toddlers who are 
blind and to raise funds to provide the services Indiana's youngest visually impaired children need.  VIPS-
Bloomington was last year's recipient of our 25% Fund of non-pledge donations. We hope you will join the fun 
on October 26th! 
 
How Could We Make Peace With Drugs? Public Forum November 5 
The Monroe County Branch of the NAACP will sponsor a public forum on alternatives to the War on Drugs on 
November 5 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers at 401 N. Morton Street.  The War on Drugs is, at least in 
effect, a war on Black males.  It costs too much in ruined lives and wasted dollars.  How can we end it? 
Participating will be Audrey McCluskey, Chad Padgett,  and Steve Dillon.  The public is invited, and will join in the 
discussion.  Our Just Peace Task Force is a cosponsor.  Contacts:  Guy Loftman, Legal Redress Committee, 
Monroe County Branch of the NAACP guy@loftmanlaw.com  William Vance, President, Monroe County Branch of 
the NAACP  Wavdlv@sbcglobal.net  
 
Interfaith Potluck and Sharing November 9 
You are invited  to participate in an Interfaith get-to-know-you / "Ask Me Anything!" community night of sharing on 
Saturday, November 9, 7:00-8:30 p.m. at 2411 E 2nd St, Bloomington IN 47401, the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints (Mormons). Come learn more of various faiths around us! It will be an evening of food, fun, 
thoughtful conversation, and great companionship.  For the potluck supper, bring your favorite foods to share. Join 
us for this community enriching event. 
 
Sylvia and Friends Sing for Shalom December 8  
Launch your holiday season Sunday, December 8 with Sylvia McNair! The 2

nd
 annual  Sylvia & Friends Sing for 

Shalom will feature a program of festive holiday music beginning at 2:00 PM in the sanctuary of the First United 
Methodist Church, with Grammy Award winner Sylvia McNair and other fine musicians. Tickets ($30.00 for adults; 
$20.00 for students and children) may be purchased at the Buskirk-Chumley box office or online 
at www.bctboxoffice.com. Seating is limited, so get your tickets now! ALL proceeds to the Shalom Center. 
 
City of Bloomington Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission Announces Video Contest 
The City of Bloomington Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Celebration Commission invites elementary, middle and 
high school students to submit an original video that addresses the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Deadline 
December 13. See www.bloomington.in.gov/mlk for details or contact Craig Brenner, 
brennerc@bloomington.in.gov, 349-3471.  

 
Viewing Sunday Services Online: 
Livestream the Sunday Service at http://www.techwerks.tv/264PlayerLIVE.php?type=live&clientID=933 
Watch archived Sunday Services at http://www.techwerks.tv/myVideo.php?clientID=933&name=yes 
 

Next Issue of this newsletter:  Monday, November 4; deadline for articles 10:00 a.m.  Articles 

received after 10:00 a.m. on the date of publication will appear in the next issue. Please send articles regarding 
congregational events and projects to admin@uubloomington.org. The Prologue is published on the first and third 
Mondays of each month, with exceptions, and is edited by Carol Marks, Church Administrator. Dates of the next few 
issues:  Nov 4, Nov 18, Dec 2, Dec 16, Jan 6, Jan 20. 

 
The Prologue 

Unitarian Universalist Church of  Bloomington       2120 N. Fee Lane       Bloomington, IN 47408-1646 
812-332-3695      www.uubloomington.org 

The Rev. Mary Ann Macklin, Minister           The Rev. Bill Breeden, Minister   
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