
Monday, May 20, 2013       Page 1 
 

The Prologue                         Monday, May 20, 2013 
 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Bloomington, Indiana 
  

Congregation founded 1949 
GLBTQ Welcoming Congregation since 1995 

Green Sanctuary since 2007 
 

Seeking the Spirit     Building Community     Changing the World 
 
 

Table of Contents 
From Our Minister 2 
Our Sand Mandala 3 
Passport to the World 4 
Garage Sale in Aug. 5 
Active Elders  7 
UU History  8 
Changing the World 9 
Relentlessly Useful Info 
  to Vote on, on June 2 11-14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, June 2 
Congregational Meeting 

4:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, June 21 
Summer Solstice (Litha) 

Celebration 
6:15 p.m. 

 
Sunday, July 28 

Splash of the Sacred 
Bryan Park 

 
Sunday, August 11 
Water Communion 

Ingathering 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, May 26, 2013  9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
 

Gifts, Memories, and the Gift of Memory 
Reverend Barbara Child 
This is the weekend of patriotic Memorial Day speeches and giant 
picnics, playing taps and playing beach ball, paying tribute and buying a 
cruise.  It is also the time Christians celebrate Pentecost, the gift of the 
holy spirit to the Apostles, and the time Jews celebrate Shavuot, the gift 
of the Torah to the Israelites.  What a combination to contemplate all at 
once! 
 

 Sunday, June 2, 2013              9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.  
 

Belonging:  Each the Happier 
Reverend Mary Ann Macklin 
Unitarian Architect Frank Lloyd Wright stated, “No house should ever be 
on a hill or on anything. It should be of the hill. Belonging to it. Hill and 
house should live together each the happier for the other.” Whether 
building or people, what does it mean to create a sense of belonging? 
What is it that people seek when they affiliate with our congregations?   
Reverend Macklin will offer reflections on these questions.  We will also 
hear from the three 25% Plate recipients who will be voted on in the 
congregational meeting at 4:00 pm. 
 

-- Official Notice -- 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

June 2, 2013, 4:00 p.m. 
2120 N. Fee Lane, in the Meeting Room 

Agenda will include: Budget for 13-14, Election of officers and board 
members (See Page 11), Outstanding Service Awards. All members are 
encouraged to attend. Childcare provided in Room 108. Supper to follow. 

This is the second published notice of this meeting. 

 
 

Congregational Meeting Dinner June 2: 
Stay for dinner after the congregational  
meeting on June 2, hosted by the Habitat 
Task Force, beginning right after the 
meeting concludes (at around 5:30 p.m.) 

We'll be raising funds to support Habitat's building projects, serving 
several kinds of lasagna, salad, bread and dessert. Come and enjoy and 
help us raise funds for a great cause! 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/franklloyd143144.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/franklloyd143144.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/franklloyd143144.html
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MAM’s Musings 
What a difference this Sunday’s annual flower communion was from last year 

when we experienced an early spring and later drought.  This past Sunday many floral 
blooms blessed the space, and we recognized those experiencing major changes in 
their lives.   Again, thank you our retiring leaders who have offered their time and effort 
in steering this congregation in  the direction of our vision statement:  Seeking the Spirit. 
Building Community.  Changing the World. 

It is also sad as we begin to say farewell to members and friends who will be 
moving to new adventures elsewhere.   One of the good-byes we recognized on Sunday 
was Rosalind May’s.   I asked her to write a short message regarding her departure and 
the leadership role she will be leaving: 

 
From  Rosalind May: 

The UU church has been a central part of my time in Bloomington, and the Green Sanctuary Task Force and 
the choir are where I have found my home within the church. I first attended a Green Sanctuary Task Force (GSTF) 
meeting a few months after my husband and I moved to Bloomington, and was immediately drawn into the work of 
the task force by the energy and warmth of the wonderful people in the group. The meetings are great, by the way - 
lots of laughter and camaraderie, we eat our lunches, and a lot gets done!    

My husband and I are moving to Colorado in June, so there is a volunteer job opening with the Green 
Sanctuary Task Force. 
 Job opening (volunteer position): WALBICUS (Walk-Bike-Carpool-Bus) co-organizer to work with Mary Beth 
O'Brien to organize and promote a WALBICUS Sunday each month and a "Meet your UU Neighbors" mini-event.  
 This is a great job for someone who is looking for a way to be more involved with the church community and be pro-
active about lessening our impact on the earth. If this might be the job for you, contact Mary Beth at 
m.e.obrien68@gmail.com.  
 

Also, while Shari Woodbury will not be leaving Bloomington, we will say good-bye to her as our Campus 
Ministry Coordinator.  We wish Shari well as she starts her Ministerial Internship with our sister Unitarian 
Universalist congregation in Columbus, Indiana, this fall.   As a result, we are looking for a new Campus 
Ministry Coordinator: 
 

Campus Ministry Coordinator:  Stipend position with maximum of 300 hours per year. Pay range is $10.00 to 
$11.00 per hour, dependent upon experience with Unitarian Universalist Campus and Young Adult Ministry.  
Skills needed:  Computer and social network experience, leadership and organizational skills, ability to work 
independently under supervision, and sense of humor.  Must be available on Sundays and able to start in July. 
To apply, send Letter of Interest and Resume to Reverend Mary Ann Macklin by June 15th.    
macklin@uubloomington.org  Questions?  812-332-3695 
  
Again, with blessings of comfort and joy for all who are going through change at this time.  Meanwhile,   I hope 
to see many of you at our congregational meeting on June 2nd at 4pm.    
 
Peace, MAM 
Reverend Mary Ann Macklin 
 

Our Folks… 
 Congratulations to Christoph Irmscher. His new book, Louis Agassiz: Creator of American Science, 
was "Editor's Choice" of the New York Times Book Review. For more information, visit  
http://www.christophirmscher.com/ 
 May 14th was Clarence and Lorraine Hawkings' 70th Wedding Anniversary!  They chose to spend 
part of the day visiting Arda Landergren at Garden Villa. (from Barb Backler) 
 Jack King’s poetry and photos are on display in the North Hallway during the month of May. 

John F. Crosby announces the publication of his fourteenth book, Aftermath: Surviving the Loss of 
God. After serving as a Presbyterian minister for eleven years, Crosby broke with the Christian Faith. He 
recounts the psychological and philosophical challenges he faced as he reconstructed his life after this loss of 
faith. The book is available at our Booktable. 

mailto:m.e.obrien68@gmail.com
mailto:macklin@uubloomington.org
http://www.christophirmscher.com/


Monday, May 20, 2013       Page 3 
 

Making a Mandala Together 
 This year, in partnership with the Tibetan Mongolian 
Buddhist Cultural Center here in Bloomington, seven 
monks from Labrang Tashi Kyil Monastery in Dehra 
Dun, India are touring the United States for 6 months 
to teach about peace, educate the public about the 
culture and religion of Tibet, from which they are in 
exile, and raise much needed funds for their 

monastery.  They will be in Bloomington for approximately 2 months.  
Earlier this month, they visited with our 7th and 8th grade students to 
teach them about the creation and meaning of mandalas.  The kids spent 
most of their Saturday afternoon, learning and creating a cooperative 
design that was inspired by our North Window and incorporated our 7 UU 
Principles and the elements they hold closely to their hearts.  The monks 
taught the kids the Tibetan prayer of The Four Immeasurables and the 
kids taught the monks our chalice lighting words.  Our congregation was 
able to participate in a beautiful destruction ceremony of the mandala and 
the kids will be returning their sand creation to the earth when they go 
hiking on June 2nd.  
  
Here’s a word cloud from the UU middle schoolers about their Mandala Making experience: 

 

SAVE THE DATE! Religious Education Events 
Sunday, May 26th- YUUMS (7th-8th grade) trip to Hindu Temple in Indianapolis 
Sunday, June 2nd-YUUMS (7th-8th grade) trip to Islamic Center of Bloomington 
Sunday, June 9th- 10:30-11:15am-Ice Cream Social to celebrate RE Teachers & RE Registration Kick Off 
Thursday, June 13th- 5th-6th grade Movie Night at UUCB Library 
Sunday, June 16th- 1st Day of Summer RE- Passport to the World (See itinerary below) 
Thursday, July 11th-5th-6th grade Bowling (Off-site) 
Sunday, July 28th- Splash of the Sacred picnic and evening swimming- Bryan Park Woodlawn Shelter and  
 Bryan Park Pool 
Friday, August 2nd-6:00-8:00pm-RE Open House, meet your teachers and tour your classroom 
Sunday, August 11th- Water Communion-1st Day of Fall RE Classes 
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Passport to the World (Summer Religious Education 
Program) 
We are happy to offer our children (Kindergarten-8th grade) the opportunity to 
travel the globe on Sunday mornings this summer from June 16th through 
August 4th.  We will play games, listen to music, sing 
songs, make crafts, and learn from members of our congregation who have 
visited these countries.  Class will meet in Room 210.  
 
Our Itinerary: 
 
June 16, the Nelson Laird family will be guides to Peru.   

June 23, John and Peggy Woodcock will help children explore Japan.   
June 30, Nikole Langjahr and Julie Lawson will introduce Germany.   
On July 7, Chris Haynes will guide our experience of India.   
Our travels July 14-28 are yet to be determined, but to finish our tour on  
August 4, Vanessa Mendoza will share her knowledge of Mexico. 
We hope many children will join us for the adventure! 
-- Adrienne Summerlot, Directory of Religious Education, dre@uubloomington.org 
 

Ready to become a member of UU Bloomington? 
If this is your community, if you feel at home here, join us! If you would like to make the 
commitment and become a member of UU Bloomington, the next membership ceremony is 
Sunday, June 16th , between the services, at 10:30am in room 207B.  (Please note:  We ask 
for participation in our "Exploring UU" class prior to signing the membership book.) 
To make arrangements to sign the membership book, please contact Judy Bennett, 

Membership Coordinator, at 332-3695 or memcoord@uubloomington.org, no later than Wednesday, June 12th. 
 

Book Discussion Discusses Rachel Maddow’s “Drift” on May 26 
The UUCB Book discussion group will meet Sunday, May 26 at Elof and Nedra Carlson’s home at 
3PM.  We will be turning to non-fiction for May, with Rachel Maddow’s book Drift (Crown, 2012).  Maddow 
argues that our peacetime (post-Vietnam) military has drifted from response to attacks and a draft to response 
to threats that are inflated for political and economic purposes.  President Reagan used military preparedness 
and the threat of Communism to great success in politics and he shifted the US from the world’s biggest 
creditor nation to the biggest debtor nation to support a doubling of the military budget.  Maddow shows how 
we drift into undeclared wars with contradictory justifications for fighting them. Her plea is for an open debate 
on what peacetime military activity should be.     

 
Humanist Discussion Group Meets on Alternating Sundays  

Humanist Discussion group meets on alternating Sundays at 12:45 p.m. in Room 210. This 
group is an opportunity for regular, open, wide-ranging discussions of issues relating to morality 
and ethics, human development, and the nature of the universe.  The discussion topic on June 2 
will be Compassionate Earthwork - Discussion Leader:  Aaron Pollitt 
-- Harold Ogren, ogren@indiana.edu 

 

Fun & Friendship at Young Adult Activities 
Next young adult lunch is Sunday, May 26. We'll meet outside the sanctuary after the 
second service, pick a place to eat that fits group tastes and budgets, then carpool 
over. Want to stay in the loop on planned and impromptu young adult activities?  Join 
our email list by sending a message with your address to 
uucampus@uubloomington.org, and/or request to join our facebook group (search on 
UUIU). 

mailto:dre@uubloomington.org
https://host.uuserver.net:2096/cpsess3738187665/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=ogren%40indiana.edu
https://host.uuserver.net:2096/cpsess3206540074/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=uucampus%40uubloomington.org
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General Assembly Delegates and Attenders to Meet Sunday, June 2 
 Anyone interested in attending and DELEGATES please meet on Sunday, June 2 at 10:30 am in 
Room 207B to discuss logistics.  I will be giving out delegate credentials and ballots to vote for  UUA 
Moderator, Board of Trustees, Commission on Appraisal, Commission on Social Witness, GA Planning 
Committee, Nominating Committee, President, and Presidential Search Committee.  Info at 
www.uua.org/elections   If you are a delegate, you must present your credential card when first registering at 
the conference.  Note:  We may have room for another delegate.  If you are a member and can attend 
most of GA June 19 - 23, please contact Iris Kiesling  ifkiesling@aol.com or 812-325-4348  
 

 

Save the date for the Summer Garage Sale:  Aug 24-25 
 Yes, there will be a UU Summer Garage Sale on Friday, August 24 and  
Saturday, August 25 here at the church. Friday evening will be members only so you get 
the first chance on the items. August 25 will be open to the public. 
 In order to make this a success, please start reviewing your home and garage 
for potential donations.  Remember we must have items to sell to have a sale. Thanks for 
setting aside donations and for helping us spread the word on the date. (Items for the 
sale may be brought to the church starting at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, August 18.)  If you 

want to help with the planning, join the committee between services on Sunday, June 16 or contact  
Melinda Elston at meelston@umail.iu.edu 
 
 

 
Tom Gregory, Amanda Biggs, and David McIntosh were the gifted soloists for our choir’s excellent performance of 
Schubert’s Mass in G on May 12. Video available at http://www.techwerks.tv/myVideo.php?clientID=933&name=yes 
 

http://www.uua.org/elections
https://host.uuserver.net:2096/cpsess3206540074/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=ifkiesling%40aol.com
https://host.uuserver.net:2096/cpsess3206540074/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=meelston%40umail.iu.edu
http://www.techwerks.tv/myVideo.php?clientID=933&name=yes
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Community Connections 
Our Faith in Action in the Community 
 
Volunteer for Monroe County CASA 
Applications are being accepted for CASA's summer volunteer training. The application deadline is May 24th. 
Training will be held Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5:30-8:30 pm, June 4-July 11 at CASA office (201 N. Morton 
St., Bloomington). Monroe County CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) is a volunteer-powered 
program which provides representation in juvenile court for child victims of physical abuse, sexual abuse, and 
neglect. If you are interested in volunteering or would like more information, please see 
http://www.monroecountycasa.org/, send a message to info@monroecountycasa.org, or call the office at (812) 
333-2272. 
 

Calling all Crafters! 
Would you like to join us for two or three crafting workshops over the summer?  We'll be working on story 
baskets together and enjoying each other's company!  Please let Reverend Emily know if you'd like to 
participate:  mre@uubloomington.org or 333-9822. We are still working out the dates and times. 
 

Active Elders Film and Discussion May 25 
 Another New Opportunity - *End of Life Conversations* on May 25th, 
Saturday at 10:00 a.m. until noon - Fellowship Hall  - This activity is 
being offered to the larger Bloomington community as well. 
 Why do you think such a disparity exists between the way people say they 
want to die and the reality of how most people actually die?  This is the question that 
the creators of the documentary "Consider the Conversation" had in mind when they 

set out to present a video that would inspire and encourage people to talk to their family, friends and medical 
professionals about their visions of the end of life.  We'll watch the video, reflect on it and find out how we can 
assure that our end of life wishes are honored. 

 
UU Active Elders’ Calendar – May 2013 

May 21 Aging as a Spiritual Practice, 10:00 a.m. at Bob and Sandy Taylor’s at Lake Lemon 
May 25 Consider the Conversation Film and Discussion, 10:00 a.m. 
May 30 Wine Tasting and Conversation, Oliver Winery, 1:00 p.m. 

For information on these events, please contact Barbara Backler, bbackler@indiana.edu 
 

Grocery Cards Available Each Sunday  You can’t BEET grocery cards for a handy way to shop 

and benefit the congregation too! The Grocery Card sellers are in the Commons between services, 10:15-
11:00 a.m. each Sunday. Stop by and purchase a card this week! As a special fundraiser, we sell grocery gift 
cards each Sunday for Bloomingfoods, Kroger, and Marsh. Our budget receives a percentage of your 
purchase amounts in return. Easy! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.monroecountycasa.org/
https://host.uuserver.net:2096/cpsess7099119551/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=info%40monroecountycasa.org
https://host.uuserver.net:2096/cpsess3206540074/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=mre%40uubloomington.org
mailto:bbackler@indiana.edu
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Sabbatical Scoop 

 

 
A sabbatical leave is part of our congregation’s covenant agreement with our ministers. Sabbatical 

offers extended time for study, reflection, rest and renewal—all ingredients for effective ministry. Our 

congregation benefits when our ministers return refreshed, filled with new ideas and rekindled energy. As 
we’ve experienced in the past, a time of temporary change also stimulates opportunities for growth and 
renewal for all of us. 
 
2013 Sabbaticals for Reverend Bill Breeden and Reverend Mary Ann Macklin: 
Reverend Breeden began his 4-month sabbatical April 8th.  He will return at the end of July.  
Reverend Macklin will begin her sabbatical in August and return to her duties later in December.  
We’re all urged to remember that sabbatical is a time for our ministers to have a complete break from their 
ministerial duties. To this end, Reverend Breeden will shut down his church email delivery during his leave. 
The ministers, staff, and lay leadership of the congregation are prepared to deal with all the usual matters of 
congregational life, including emergencies.  
 
Pulpit Coverage: Welcome Rev. Barbara 
Child! 
Reverend Barbara Child will take on some 
of Reverend Breeden’s and Reverend 
Macklin’s preaching and teaching 
responsibilities during the 9-month 
Sabbatical period ahead.  
Reverend Child’s experience, her 
knowledge of our congregation, and 
supportive working relationship with our 
ministerial staff, will make this transitional 
time much easier on all of us.  
 
Sharing the Care of the Congregation: 

We’re fortunate that Reverend 
Emerita, Barbara Carlson, in coordination 
with the Caring Committee and Reverend 
Emily Leite have agreed to be available to 
Reverend Macklin (during Bill’s Sabbatical) 
and Reverend Breeden (during Mary Ann’s sabbatical) for select ministerial assignments.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact the church office if you have pastoral needs and are not sure who to 
speak with in Reverend Breeden’s absence.  

Please direct other sabbatical-related questions to the Sabbatical Committee. We’ll be happy to 
respond.  Beth Lodge-Rigal (Chair) blodgerigal@att.net, John Summerlot, Deb Hutton, Doug Cauble 
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UU History for You 
Horace Mann and the importance of public education 

Horace Mann (1796-1859) was born in Franklin, Massachusetts, and 
raised as a Congregationalist but late in life became a Unitarian. He was 
largely self-educated, spending much of his youth reading library books.  
His father was a farmer. He went to Brown University, and became a 
lawyer, running for state office and serving in both chambers.  He also 
served in Congress and opposed slavery.   

He was also served as director of the first Department of Education 
in the United States. He visited every school in Massachusetts.  He found 
that most were sectarian, subsidized by specific religions promoting that 
religion, that many poor children had little or no schooling and were 
functionally illiterate, that virtually none of the teachers had a formal training 
in how to teach, and that standards were virtually non-existent.  He wrote 
proposals with specific recommendations including, universal education to 
age 16, non-sectarian status of the educational program (no one religion 
favored), tax-supported education for all students, ending corporal 
punishment, and establishment of normal schools (teachers colleges) for 
training school teachers.  He argued that education was essential for 

informed citizenry and that education led to more opportunities for employment and higher income. 
Massachusetts adopted these reforms in 1853, establishing the first statewide public school system in the 
United States.  The last years of his life he served as the founding President of Antioch College in Ohio, and he 
urged graduating seniors: “Be ashamed to die until you have won some victory for humanity.” 
  -- Elof Axel Carlson, Congregational Historian 

 
Staff Voicemail Directory   We recently acquired a voicemail system, and you may leave a message 

for a specific minister or staff member at the following extensions at anytime during the outgoing message at 
812-332-3695. 

Reverend Mary Ann Macklin, 201   
Reverend Bill Breeden is on sabbatical and unavailable until July 28. 
Reverend Emily Manvel Leite, 203 
Adrienne Summerlot, Director of Religious Education, or Kitty McIntosh, RE Assistant, 202 
Carol Marks, Church Administrator, 200  
Erica Caldwell, Monica Overman, Office Assistants, 204 
Judy Bennett, Membership Coordinator, 209 
Susan Swaney, Music Director, contact at music@uubloomington.org (quickest way to reach her) or  
 you may call her at home; her home number is in our directory.  

 
Staff Email 
Church Administrator, 812-332-3695 admin@uubloomington.org. Office Assistants, 812-332-3695 
office@uubloomington.org, Reverend Macklin, 812-322-0205 Macklin@uubloomington.org, Reverend Leite, 
mre@uubloomington.org, Director of Religious Education, dre@uubloomington.org, Music Director, 

music@uubloomington.org, Membership Coordinator, memcoord@uubloomington.org.  
Reverend Breeden is on sabbatical until July 28 and unavailable until then. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:music@uubloomington.org
mailto:admin@uubloomington.org
mailto:office@uubloomington.org
mailto:Macklin@uubloomington.org
mailto:mre@uubloomington.org
mailto:dre@uubloomington.org
mailto:music@uubloomington.org
mailto:memcoord@uubloomington.org
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Green Sanctuary Task Force  
Save the Date for More Thought for Food: June 6 
 On Thursday, June 6 at 6:00 pm the Green Sanctuary Task Force will host a 
vegetarian potluck and presentation in Fellowship Hall by Alexandra Toledo entitled: "Food 
Sovereignty: What I learned from Bolivia that matters to Bloomington".   Alexandra spent 
Spring Break on a Food Sovereignty Tour in Bolivia with Food First, thanks in part to support 
from the Task Force. One of the things she learned is that the way we eat here in Bloomington 
is intimately connected to the way of life in Bolivia.  We'll be exploring and discussing food 

sovereignty all over the world, starting here at home.  Childcare is available after supper;  contact Adrienne 
Summerlot at dre@uubloomington.org in advance.  
Free Home Energy Audit to Benefit You, and Green Sanctuary  
 The Green Sanctuary Task Force has arranged with Energizing Indiana for the church to receive 
$25.00 for every household* that has them perform a free energy audit. Though not as thorough as a full audit, 
they spend about two hours checking from your basement to your attic, assessing your windows and doors, 
furnace, air conditioner and major appliances. They also will install aerators in your sinks, low-flow 
showerheads, and replace nine existing incandescent lamps with CFLs as needed. The funds will go toward 
conservation projects or improvements to our church facility that will save energy and money. 
 To enroll, just click on (or type in) this link and fill out your name, street number, zip code and phone 
number to check your eligibility:  http://tinyurl.com/http-tinyurl-com-UUhomeaudit 
*To qualify, the resident (home owner or renter) must be a Duke or Vectren customer; the house must be at 
least ten years old and not have had an audit in the past three years. 

 

Going Solar Presentation May 22 with 
SIREN (Southern Indiana Renewable 
Energy Network)  
Thinking about renewable energy? Learn about the 
costs, financial  incentives, carbon savings, and other 
considerations for installing solar and geothermal 
systems; have your questions answered by local green 
energy experts; sign up for a free pre-assessment of the 
solar potential of your home' and join the growing 
community of solar adopters. The presentation to tell you 
how will be held at the Monroe County Public Library, 
Room 1B on Wednesday, May 22nd, from 7:00 to 9:00 
p.m.  This is a free event. 
 
 

An elevated view from the west of the solar panels on our Fellowship Hall roof. 

 
Attendance and Offering 
We have 490 certified members, as of 2/1/2013. Current membership is 507.  
Sun, May 12,     9:15: 260;  11:15: 213;   RE: 107; Total: 580 
Sun, May 19,     9:15: 98;  11:15: 178;   RE: Intergenerational Service;  Total: 276 
Non-Pledge Offering: 5/12 - $699;  5/19 - $689;  Total to be donated to VIPS - $347 
On June 3, 2012, our members voted to donate 25% of our Sunday non-pledge offerings to Visually Impaired 
Preschool Services - Bloomington through June 30, 2013. VIPS-Bloomington is the only agency in Indiana providing 
early intervention for visually impaired infants and toddlers within a 60-mile radius of Bloomington. For info in VIPS, 
visit http://www.vips.org 
We will select a new social service agency to receive our 25% Sunday non-pledge offerings on June 2 at the 
congregational meeting. See Pages 12-13 for info on the nominees.  

https://host.uuserver.net:2096/cpsess5116327108/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=dre%40uubloomington.org
http://tinyurl.com/http-tinyurl-com-UUhomeaudit
http://www.vips.org/
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Partial Listing of Upcoming Congregational Events 
5/22 5:30 pm Stewardship Cmte 
5/23 12:00-3 pm Library Hours 
  5:15 pm Super Staff Meeting 
  7:00 pm Chalice Circle 
  7:00 pm UU Choir 
5/24 10:30 am Life Stories Writing Group 
  11:30 am UU Staff 
5/25 10:00 am Consider the Conversation film and discussion 
5/26 10:30 & 12:30 First Steps – Intro to UU 
  5:30 pm UU high school youth 
5/27 7:30 pm Voces Novae 
5/28 2:00 pm Chalice Circle 
  6:30 pm RE Cmte 
  7:30 pm Reproductive Justice TF 
5/30 12-3 pm Library Hours 
  1:00 pm Active Elders Wine Tasting 
  7:00 pm UU Choir 
5/31 10:30 am Life Stories Writing Group 
  11:30 pm UU Staff 
6/1 10:00 am Auction Debriefing 
6/2 10:15 am  Children’s Task Force Bake Sale 
  10:15 am Habitat Task Force 
  12:45 pm Humanist Forum 
  4:00 pm Annual Congregational Meeting 
  5:30 pm Fundraiser dinner 
  5:30 pm UU High school youth 
6/3 10:00 am Deadline for The Prologue 
6/5 3:00 pm Life Stories Writing Group (monthly) 
 
 
 

Next Issue of this newsletter:  Monday, June 3;  deadline for articles 10:00 a.m.  Articles 

received after 10:00 a.m. on the date of publication will appear in the next issue. Please send articles regarding 
congregational events and projects to admin@uubloomington.org  The Prologue is published on the first and third 
Mondays of each month, with exceptions.  Dates of the next few issues:    June 3, June 17, July 1, July 15, August 5, 
August 19. On federal Monday holidays, The Prologue is not published and our offices are closed.  The office will also be 
closed on Thursday, July 4. 

 
BULLETIN BOARD 
CHERRY'S CABIN FOR SALE. Cherry Merritt-Darriau lives in a sheltered situation now, due to her diagnosis 
of Parkinson’s -- her children send greetings to all in the congregation!  The family would like to let all the UU's 
know that her log cabin near Bloomington is for sale. It’s at 676 Deer Trace Rd and comes with 10 acres.  
There will be an open house this Sunday, May 26th -  Interested persons should contact Joe Darriau, 
josephdarriau@gmail.com   (415) 602 3000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@uubloomington.org
https://host.uuserver.net:2096/cpsess3206540074/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=josephdarriau%40gmail.com
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Seeking the Spirit       Building Community       Changing the World 

 

Below is a Bunch of Relentlessly Useful Background Info for the 
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, June 2 at 4:00 p.m.  

 
 

Nominees for office for the election to be held at the  
June 2 Annual Congregational Meeting 
If elected, all terms begin July 1, 2012: 
 
Vice President, Board: Von Welch (2013-2015). I had the good fortune to grow 
up UU in this very congregation and have always been thankful for the rich, 
diverse education that provided me. Since returning to Bloomington two years 
ago, it has been exciting to reconnect with the congregation from my youth. 
I've found a constant source of fulfillment and personal growth through my 
engagements with the Communications and Caring committees, serving as co-
lead for our Technology grant from the Center for Congregations, and serving 
as Secretary of the Board. The next few years will be ones of challenge and 
opportunity for us, and I'm honored to be considered for the Vice President's 
position. 
 
Treasurer, Board: Arzetta Hults Losensky (2013-2015). My husband, Paul, and I joined the UU Church of 
Bloomington in November 2003. Through the church community, I have found fulfillment in meeting people 
from many walks of life, making wonderful friendships, and exploring new directions in my spiritual life. I 
regularly serve as worship associate at the early service and have supported the church’s many activities as a 
member of several committees. I worked to create the church’s computer data base and now serve on the 
Membership Committee. In the past I have worked on committees directly related to the financial well-being of 
the church, particularly the Stewardship and Auction Committees. I was deeply honored to receive 
the Outstanding Service Award in 2009, and I look forward to contributing my experience and dedication to the 
congregation in the future. 
 
Secretary, Board: Abby Gitlitz (2013-2014). Abby was raised in the Bloomington Unitarian Universalist church 
and has been a member since 1988. That year she was appointed as the high school representative to the 
board. In college she founded the UU campus ministry group at Oberlin College. She also was an Our Whole 
Lives teacher for the middle schoolers at the Carbondale Unitarian Church in Illinois. She has served as a 
facilitator for the high school youth and was a newcomer welcomer. She currently serves as one of our middle 
school youth facilitators and on the Stewardship Campaign and was a mentor for the most recent Coming-of-
Age program. Abby served as an at-large member of the board 2010 – 2012 and is pleased to return. 
 
Director at Large, Board: Doug Cauble (2013-2015). Doug Cauble joined the UU Church of Bloomington in 
2009 and knew he was home.   A longtime resident of Brown County, Doug has been involved in many civic 
and charitable boards, including President of the Brown County Library Board, Vice President of the Area Plan 
Commission and the long time President of Mother's Cupboard Community Kitchen in Bean Blossom.  His 
service to the UU Church includes Coffee Crew, Book Table, Chalice Circle Facilitator, and member of the 
Sabbatical Committee.  A recent attendee of the Midwest Leadership School in Beloit, Wisconsin, Doug 
believes in the tremendous fulfillment of working together for the common good. 
 
Director at Large, Board: Deb Hutton (2013-2015).  Deb Hutton joined the church in September 1983 and has 
been happy with that choice ever since.  Over the years, she has served the church on, or chaired, numerous 
committees, including Sunday Service, Pastoral Care, Bazaar, YRUU, Board, expansion in the 1990s, and 
Green Spaces Initiative recently.  Deb appreciates having the UU principles to live by, but being responsible to 
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find her own spiritual path.  As well, she is grateful for and proud of the church history of speaking for the silent 
or afraid and championing causes that make the world a better place for everyone. 
 
Member, Special Purposes Fund Committee:  Chris Haynes (2013-2016). I joined the church in 1994 and 
began serving as a high school youth facilitator and Youth Advisory Committee chair. Since then I have served 
as Adult Religious Education Committee chair, as an Religious Education and Our Whole Lives program 
instructor, as webmaster, as a Coming of Age program mentor, and as a chalice circle facilitator. I've led a 
number of Adult Religious Education events and been a member of the long term planning committee, the 
chalice circle planning committee, the web committee, and the denominational affairs committee. I recently 
served five years as Secretary of the Board of Directors and co-chaired the Sustainable and Fair 
Compensation Taskforce of the Board. Currently I co-chair the Audio/Visual Committee and am active on the 
Green Sanctuary and Hope for Prisoners Task Forces. 
 
Member, Leadership Cultivation Committee: Carol McCord (2013-2016). As our congregation grows, the 
changes in our governance structure, the transition to a visioning board, and the changes in our ministerial 
team mark an exciting time in our congregation’s history. I worked with our initial congregation-wide input into 
our visioning and am enjoying working on the Board to support those hopes and expectations for our future. I 
am a passionate Unitarian Universalist in my beliefs and my work, and strive to be in my actions along the way. 
This congregation has supported and sustained my entire adult life, both in my social justice work and my 
personal spiritual growth. I am very pleased to have this opportunity to continue to play a role in developing 
church leadership. 
 
 

Nominees for 25% of Sunday Plate Fund, for Fiscal Year 2013-14 
 
Volunteers In Medicine (VIM) is a non-profit, community-owned, community-operated, 
community-financed free medical clinic for uninsured adults living at or below 200% of the 
federal poverty level in Monroe and Owen Counties.  
  The purpose of this proposal is to help VIM offset some of the costs the clinic incurs 

providing insulin-dependent patients with free diabetic test strips and glucometers. This is an extremely 
expensive service, and one that is absolutely life-saving in its impact to patients. 
  VIM serves nearly 200 patients annually who have diabetes. Research shows that uninsured patients 
with diabetes are more likely to have poorly controlled hypertension and elevated LDL cholesterol as compared 
with their insured counterparts.  Uninsured patients are also more likely to have uncontrolled diabetes. Some of 
this is due to the chaos in patients’ lives or lack of compliance with their treatment plans. By offering free 
glucometers and test strips along with free medical services, VIM enables patients to become more treatment 
compliant in order to manage their diabetes without complications. Daily blood sugar testing is imperative to 
identify when a patient’s disease is beginning to worsen.  Daily monitoring allows the patient to “red flag” a 
symptom and call the clinic before the condition escalates to the point of hospitalization. 
   
Nancy E. Richman, Ph.D., M.P.A. 
Executive Director 
Volunteers in Medicine Clinic of Monroe County 
 
Volunteers in Tutoring Adult Learners—VITAL—provides individual tutoring to adults who want to improve 
their reading, writing, math, or English-as-a-Second-Language skills.  VITAL serves Monroe County and 
surrounding communities at the Bloomington and Ellettsville branches of the Monroe County Library. 
 Approximately seven percent of Monroe County’s residents, or 16,600 people, are illiterate.  Those with 
the highest need read below a 5th Grade level, and due to recent funding changes VITAL is their only option for 
help. These adults lack the literacy to fill out job applications, read their prescription instructions, get a driver’s 
license, or follow a bus schedule.   
 The 25% Sunday Plate funds would help VITAL in three areas:  
There are more learners applying to VITAL for help than there are volunteers to help them.  VITAL needs funds 
for workbooks and other learning technology to begin helping learners while they wait for up to six months to 
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be matched with a tutor. Workbooks cannot be purchased by the library because they are consumable 
materials.  The plate funds would provide these useful learning materials. The Sunday Plate funds would 
increase tutor training, tutor mentoring, and other tutor resources for our highest need clients. And, be a VITAL 
tutor.   
 
“Circles Initiative” is the Monroe County chapter of a national community-building model which aims to help 
bring families out of poverty.  Low income “leaders” attend 18 weeks of training where they learn how to deal 
with issues of education, finance and social institutions.  After this training, they are matched with 2 or 3 middle 
class “allies” who meet with them on a regular basis to help them reach their goals for getting out of poverty.  
This circle of friends helps the low income adult but it is an eye-opening education for the middle class adults 
as well.  As an ally myself for more than four years, I have seen the amazing growth and accomplishments that 
these circles can foster. 

Not only do leaders make gains for themselves, but they influence our entire community by becoming 
empowered. They have gained confidence in themselves and have talked with local political leaders, landlords, 
business owners and educators about the issues faced by the poor.  

Due to the recent government sequester, our local Circles funding has been cut by $15,000, which 
threatens its continuation.  Our congregation can help build a better more responsive community by funding 
Circles. I hope that you will vote for Circles.  --Denise Ogren 
 

 
Bylaw Change to be Voted on at Congregational Meeting June 2 
The Leadership Cultivation Committee has three elected members according to the current 
Bylaws.  However, for at least a few years the committee has included four members which 
has proven to be very effective.  The committee would like to see this practice aligned with 
the Bylaws. 
 
Suggested Bylaw change for Bylaw 5.8:  [the proposed changes are in brackets] 

 
Leadership Cultivation Committee. The Church shall have a Leadership Cultivation committee, which shall 
recruit candidates for elected positions within the church organization and shall provide opportunities both 
within and outside the church for leadership training. All nominations shall be made in accordance with the 
Church Diversity Policy set forth in Paragraph 2.3 of these Bylaws. When a committee within the church cannot 
find its own chair, the Leadership Cultivation Committee may be requested to work with the committee. The 
Leadership Cultivation Committee shall hold meetings at regular intervals throughout the year. When 
appropriate, the committee shall identify and publicize posts for which vacancies are expected. 
 
The Leadership Cultivation Committee’s membership shall consist of at least one Board member, normally the 
Vice-President or the President, and three [four] elected members, none of whom shall be members of the 
Board of Directors. The Leadership Cultivation Committee shall select its own chair. The non-Board committee 
members shall be elected to overlapping three-year terms, one [to two] member[s] chosen each year. 
Nominees for the Leadership Cultivation Committee shall be selected by the Leadership Cultivation Committee 
and elected at the Spring annual meeting. Elected committee members shall not serve two successive elected 
terms. Paid professional staff members shall not be eligible to serve on the leadership cultivation committee 
with the exception that a minister shall serve ex-officio, non-voting on the Leadership Cultivation Committee. 
 

Livestream of the Sunday services is at: 
http://www.techwerks.tv/264PlayerLIVE.php?type=live&clientID=933  at 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. each Sunday 
(or click on the green button at www.uubloomington.org ) 
 

We are also posting the order of service announcements for the coming Sunday on our facebook page, 
http://www.facebook.com/uubloomington , in the “Notes” section, so if you are livestreaming you’ll have that info 

available as well. You don’t have to have a facebook account to read our facebook page. It’s public. 
 

Video Archives of Past Services are found here: 

http://www.techwerks.tv/myVideo.php?clientID=933&name=yes 

http://www.techwerks.tv/264PlayerLIVE.php?type=live&clientID=933
http://www.uubloomington.org/
http://www.facebook.com/uubloomington
http://www.techwerks.tv/myVideo.php?clientID=933&name=yes
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To access our online directory, your own pledge records, and the full calendar, 
follow these steps: 

a. Go to https://www.churchdb.com/churchDB/Login.asp?iOrgzKey=49 
b. If you don’t have a username and password already, click “Retrieve User ID or password: Click Here” 

and the system will send you your info in an email within 5 minutes. 
c. Enter your user ID and password at the login screen (see above URL), and click Login button 

Things you can do in the database: 
1. Look up someone’s contact info in the directory 
2. Check your own Stewardship pledge payment info and print your own statements 
3. Check your own family contact information for accuracy and make needed changes, including changing 

your username and password 
4. See photos of everyone who had their photo taken in October 2012 
5. Make your own up to date pdf directory, save to your computer, or print it out. 

The database requires you to change your password every 6 weeks. There will be an alert about this ahead of 
time when you log in.  Questions? Please contact one of our Office Assistants, Erica Caldwell or Monica 
Overman, office@uubloomington.org, or 812-332-3695, ext. 204.  
 
 

 

One of the visiting Tibetan monks who helped the middle schoolers create their sand mandala lights  
 our chalice on Sunday, May 12. 

 
The Prologue 
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