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Friday, December 21, 2012

6:15 p.m.

Winter Solstice Celebration for All Ages
Reverend Emily Manvel Leite, Reverend Mary Ann Macklin,
Reverend Bill Breeden
with the UU Children’s Choir and members of Earth Kin
Come share in a quiet, reflective service celebrating the returning sun.
We will enjoy music provided by the Children's Choir (directed by Jill
Courtney) and will join together in a candlelit spiral procession as we
reconnect with the earth and its natural cycles. Childcare provided for
children age 3 and younger.

Sunday, December 23, 2012

9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

December 21
Solstice Service

Waiting for Life
Shari Woodbury, Seminary Student
Reverend Mary Ann Macklin and Reverend Bill Breeden
In the Christmas story, Mary and Joseph waited for Jesus. What are
you waiting for in your life? Join us to explore how times of waiting can
be full and auspicious. Ray Fellman and Scott Hogsed will offer gifts of
music. Shari is a student at Meadville Lombard Theological School, one of
our Unitarian Universalist seminaries. Reverend Macklin and Reverend
Breeden and Theodore Barker will also participate in the service.

December 24
three services:
4 p.m., 7 p.m., 9 p.m.

Monday, December 24, 2012
Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. For descriptions, See Page 3

December 31
Family-friendly
New Year’s Eve
January 13
Rev. MAM’s Annual
Science Review Sermon
9:15 & 11:15
Later the same day:
Green Sanctuary Potluck-Celebrating Roots
6:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 30, 2012

9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

An Emancipation Proclamation for the New Year!
Reverend Bill Breeden
Approaching the anniversary of Lincoln’s military order proclaiming all slave
in confederate states to be forever free, perhaps we need a new
Proclamation of Freedom for our time. Join us to celebrate the last Sunday
of the year.

Sunday, January 6, 2013

9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.

Roots Hold Me Close: Seeking Harmony with Our Mother Earth
Reverend Mary Ann Macklin and Reverend Bill Breeden
We return to the book Our Chosen Faith: An Introduction to Unitarian
Universalism, by Forrest Church and John Buehrens, in this Earthcentered service on the theme of “Harmony.” Harmony is the focus of
discovery in our worship services and in Religious Education through the
first Sunday in February. We hope to see you here.
Monday, December 17, 2012
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From Our Congregational President
Despite the distraction of the NCAA Soccer Championship about 100 Unitarian Universalists turned out for
the fall congregational meeting on Sunday, December 9. With Indiana University winning the men's cup just prior to
the meeting being called to order, positive feelings permeated the air as we reviewed important issues in the life of
the congregation. We hope to make the proceedings available through a video link, along with the Power Point.
Stay tuned for instructions on how to access those. Minutes from the meeting will be posted on our website after
December 19.
We had reports from: Heartland UU District President, Amy Taylor, on regionalization and its impact on
our district; Social Grants Committee Chair Linda Patton on grant recipients, Sabbatical Committee Chair Beth
Lodge-Rigal (see below for sabbatical update), Executive Minister Reverend Macklin, Treasurer John
Lawson, and Stewardship Team Co-Chairs, Mary Boutain and Jackie Hall.
The board outlined the steps taken this fall to determine the process and the timeline regarding the
ministerial transition. Following UUA guidelines, we will hire an accredited UUA interim minister for a two-year
period commencing in 2014 after Reverend Breeden retires. The interim minister will work with Reverend
Macklin, the board, staff, lay leaders and the entire congregation to determine what our needs are across a range of
issues. We will follow UUA guidelines for the search process, including the establishment of a search committee
that will commence its work in 2015. The Board’s current recommendation is to have a full-time replacement
minister by July 1, 2016. The Board has a visual timeline of the next four years which will be updated and available
so everyone can follow the chronology of activities surrounding these events.
The Committee on Sustainable and Fair Compensation reported that it had been working on analyzing
staff compensation even before knowing we would need a new minister. Since we will have to offer a competitive
salary to a new minister in 2016, the Committee will be working closely with the Board and the Stewardship
Committee to ensure that we have sufficient resources not only for a new minister but also to be
fair and equitable to our remaining staff whose salaries have not kept pace with UUA trends.
-- Kathleen Sideli, Congregational President ( pres@uubloomington.org )

Minister Sabbaticals in 2013
Report from the December 9 Congregational Meeting
A sabbatical leave is part of our congregation’s covenant agreement with our ministers. Sabbatical offers
extended time for study, reflection, rest, and renewal—all ingredients for effective ministry. Just as importantly, our
congregation will benefit when our ministers return refreshed, filled with new ideas and rekindled energy. As we’ve
experienced in the past, a time of temporary change stimulates opportunities for growth and renewal for all of us.
2013 Sabbaticals for Bill Breeden and Mary Ann Macklin
In preparation for the coming sabbaticals of Reverend Mary Ann Macklin and Reverend Bill Breeden, data
has been compiled for the assessment of total accumulated absence entitlements.
Sabbatical time: Our ministers earn 1 month of sabbatical time per year.
Reverend Macklin’s last sabbatical ended around December 16, 2007 according to The Prologue. This
means that as of the end of December 2012, Mary Ann is entitled to 5 months of sabbatical.
Reverend Breeden’s last sabbatical ended on December 9, 2009 according to The Prologue. This means
that as of the end of December 2012, Bill is entitled to 3 months of sabbatical.
Vacation time: By covenant with our ministers, they are each entitled to 1 month of vacation time per year.
While technically, Reverend Macklin is eligible to take her leave first in 2013, the Ministers and Board have
agreed that Reverend Breeden will take his leave first, from April through July 2013, in order to fulfill the part of his
employment agreement with the church that requires him to serve for a full year following his leave and prior to his
announced retirement in August of 2014.
Pulpit Coverage: We are so fortunate to have a preliminary verbal agreement with the Reverend Barbara
Child to serve as Sabbatical Minister during the 9-month Sabbatical period ahead in 2013. Details of this are being
work out with Rev. Child, the Sabbatical Committee and the Board. Reverend Child’s experience, her knowledge of
our congregation, and supportive working relationship with our ministerial staff, stands to make this transitional time
much easier on all of us.
We will keep you abreast of finalized agreements for ministerial coverage, scheduling, and other events
related to our Minister Sabbaticals in the coming months.
Please direct your questions to the Sabbatical Committee. We’ll be happy to respond.
-- Beth Lodge-Rigal (Chair) blodgerigal@att.net, John Summerlot, Deb Hutton, Doug Cauble
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From The Ministers:
In the midst of this holiday season, and especially in
light of the tragedy last Friday, may we all take time to pause
to remember those who are suffering from loss and illness
during this time. May we take pause to affirm the many things
for which we are grateful. May we hold one another and this
planet earth in our care.
NOTE: If you have not received our pastoral letter
regarding the Newtown massacre, sent electronically on
Monday, December 17, and would like to receive a copy,
please call the office, 812-332-3695.
We are grateful for this community and all you do
during this holiday season. We are very grateful to hear the
news from our Green Sanctuary Task Force that we received
the Solar Panel Grant! See Page 7 for details.
Please note, offerings received during our Christmas worship services, 4pm, 7pm, 9pm, on December
24th, will be given to Monroe County United Ministries (MCUM) to support their work in our community which is
stated as:
serving working families and those in distress by assisting with emergency needs and subsidized
childcare. We provide quality education and a safe place for children, basic needs assistance for the poor and
community service opportunities.
We were recently asked to remind everyone that some of our congregation members are themselves in
financial distress and require assistance from such programs like MCUM, which provide the proper
infrastructure to help folks get back on their feet. As ministers, our alliance with MCUM is much cherished.
We know that we do not have the expertise nor the proper resources to advise folks economically. We do offer
our pastoral presence as well as referral options. We also both have modest “ministerial discretionary funds,”
which can be used to help members and friends with one-time, short-term financial difficulties. Although
repayment is not required, these funds are often replenished by recipients when they find themselves
financially solvent again.
Thus when the baskets are passed on December 24th, we ask you to give generously in terms of your
own budget and financial situation. It is a blessing to give and receive. May we do both with grace.
In gratitude,
MAM and Bill
Reverend Mary Ann Macklin and Reverend Bill Breeden

Our Folks…
Our sympathy to Sandy Dolby and her family upon the passing on December 5 of her
brother Steve Dolby.
Our hearts are with the families of those who were killed at Sandy Hook School in Newtown,
Connecticut, on December 14. A vigil for non-violence will be held at the courthouse here in Bloomington on
Tuesday, December 18 at 6:00 p.m.

Monday, December 24, 2012

Christmas Eve Services

4:00 p.m. Away in a Manger Pageant for all ages, See Page 4.
7:00 p.m. Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
Candle lighting and "Silent Night" will be included in this Unitarian Universalist celebration of Christmas Eve.
Reflections will be offered by the ministers, and our choir will also share music of the season. Children
welcome; no childcare available during this service.
9:00 p.m. Meditative Christmas Eve Service
A service of sharing Christmas joys and memories in an informal style. Candle lighting and "Silent Night."
No childcare.

Monday, December 17, 2012

Page 3

Save the date: Sunday, January 13, 6:00pm Fellowship Hall
Green Sanctuary Task Force Vegetarian Potluck: Celebrating Roots
Eating vegetarian in winter and making choices about where to eat on the food chain.

Religious Education Events in December and January
January Intersession (January 6 – February 3) sign-up is continuing. We will be exploring the
theme of Harmony through hearing stories from China. KIDS, this is your chance to choose
what interests you most! Children grades k-8 are invited to sign up to explore Crafts,
Cooking, Drama, or Outdoors in January classes. You may register your child by emailing
Adrienne Summerlot (please note your top 3 choices in order)or by visiting the Religious
Education table in Fellowship Hall during coffee hour. Pre-registration will close on
December 30th. Adrienne's email: dre@uubloomington.org
Away in a Manger Christmas Pageant - December 24 - 4:00pm
in Fellowship Hall
Our tradition on Christmas Eve is to offer a special family worship service
entitled "Away in a Manger," led by Reverend Mary Ann Macklin and our Director of
Religious Education, Adrienne Summerlot. This worship is an interactive Christmas
Pageant is designed for families with young children and to those young at heart.
This service will take place in Fellowship Hall at 4:00 pm on Monday, December 24,
2012.Â There will be a few chairs set up, but we invite folks to sit on the floor to
create a more relaxed and informal atmosphere.
What to bring:
- a stuffed animal or doll to put in the manger and share with the babies and other children
- soft blankets, pillows or floor chairs
- a plate of cookies to share
- If your budget permits - a pair of new mittens for the Mitten Tree
Specific age groups are invited to come dressed for parts and to become familiar with a few lines.
These ages are just suggestions, if your child feels called to play a certain role assigned to a different age
group, that is fine! Please let Adrienne Summerlot (dre@uubloomington.org) know if someone in your family
can arrive a little early and be an Inn Keeper and help pass out candles and
programs.
0 - 3 year olds - Angels - Wear halos perhaps made of aluminum foil and whatever else you feel makes you
angelic. Practice saying, "Oh, what a wonderful child" and "Peace to all people on earth!"
4 - 5 year olds - Shepherds - Wear shepherd hats like a towel on head tied with some type of rope or tie and
whatever else would keep you warm if you were a shepherd. Practice saying, "Let's go look for that baby" and
"Oh, what a beautiful child!"
6 - 8 year olds - Wise Ones- Wear crowns and other wise-one like garb. Practice saying, "Look at that
amazing star! It must be shining for something very special!" And "This child will be our teacher."
9 and up- Inn Keepers- Help pass out programs and play the role of Inn Keeper. Please let Adrienne know if a
youth or adult in your family can plan on helping in this way.

Family-Friendly New Years Eve! December 31st - 5:00-7:00 pm
We invite everyone, young and old, big and small, old and new to help us celebrate the
good times we have had in 2012 and make wishes for 2013. We will provide punch,
play games, dance, sing, have crafts from around the world and celebrate the New Year
with countdowns at 6:00pm and 7:00pm. Please join us from 5:00 pm-7:00 pm on
Monday, December 31st in Fellowship Hall. Kindly bring a party food to share. (No
alcohol, please.) Contact Adrienne Summerlot dre@uubloomington.org for more
information or to help with the festivities.

Monday, December 17, 2012
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Fun & Friendship at Young Adult Lunches
All young adults (18-35 years) are invited to enjoy good food and good
company at Young Adult Lunches, normally held on the 2th and 4th Sunday of
each month. Meet us outside of the sanctuary after the 11:15 am service. As
a group we'll pick a restaurant and then carpool over. Melinda Elston will
coordinate the next lunch, on Dec. 23.
Watch our email list or
page for details on social events.
- Shari Woodbury, Young Adult & Campus Ministry Coordinator uucampus@uubloomington.org

Grocery Cards Available Each Sunday
The Grocery Card sellers TURNIP every Sunday in the Commons between services, 10:15-11:00
a.m. Stop by and purchase a card this week! As a special fundraiser, we sell grocery gift cards
each Sunday for Bloomingfoods, Kroger, and Marsh. Our budget receives a percentage of your
purchase amounts in return. Easy!

Exploring UU Class in January (Plan ahead!)
The Exploring UU Class is an opportunity to learn more about Unitarian Universalism. It’s
intended for persons preparing to join this community as members, as well as for the merely
curious. The next Exploring UU Class will be held from 2 to 4 p.m. on Sundays, January 13
and January 20. Sign up (space is limited) at the Welcome Table in the church foyer.
Childcare is provided. Contact Adrienne Summerlot, dre@uubloomington.org if you will need
childcare to attend. For more information contact Jack King, 332-9682, jdskking@aol.com.

UU HISTORY FOR YOU
CHARLES CHAUNCY and the origins of American Universalism
Charles Chauncy (1705-1787) was born in Boston. His father was a
wealthy merchant and the family followed Puritan religious traditions. He was
well educated being the great great grandson of Harvard’s second president.
At Harvard he took an interest in theology and read widely. In 1727, he
became the pastor for the First Church in Boston, a position he held the rest
of his life. It was a Congregational Church that reflected the nonconformist
tradition of Great Britain and it competed with the Anglican Church (later
Episcopalian) in the Colonies. He corresponded with nonconformist ministers
in Great Britain and urged them to lobby Parliament so religious tolerance
would be permitted in the Colonies. He opposed the emerging trend to
emotionalism in the revivalist churches that mushroomed after 1735 (a
movement called the Great Awakening) and defended rationalism. He
supported the American Revolution and served as a chaplain in George
Washington’s army. After the war, he shifted his views to universal salvation,
arguing that reason can only be exercised effectively if there is free will rather
than predestination as the Puritan Calvinists believed. Chauncy was an elitist
socially, and his ministry catered to Boston’s merchants and landowners, but he was a liberal in his views on
theology. His strong defense of using reason and exercising free will and dissent on religious doctrine found
support in the growing movements that established the Universalist and Unitarian Churches in North America.
-- Elof Axel Carlson, designated historian, Unitarian Universalist Church of Bloomington
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Holiday Art Fair and Bazaar Update
The numbers are *mostly* in, and the Bazaar Committee would like to share
them with you.
Gross receipts
$13,554.57
Expenses
2,013.53
Traditional 20% payout to Women's Alliance $2,308.21
Net to UU operating fund
$9,232.83
The 2012 net is down from 2011, but greater than 2010. In addition, the participating Task Forces reported that together
they raised close to $4,000 for the church's important social justice missions during the Bazaar.
Congratulations and thanks to everyone!

Women’s Alliance Meets January 3
Women of the congregation are invited to attend the monthly meeting of the Women's Alliance, Thursday,
January 3. Bring your lunch, we'll have desserts/drinks provided at 11:30. Great way to meet new folks and
old friends!

Humanist Discussion Group Meets on Alternate Sundays
Humanist Discussion group meets on alternate Sundays at 12:45 p.m. in Room 210. This group is an
opportunity for regular, open, wide-ranging discussions of issues relating to morality and ethics,
human development, and the nature of the universe. Next discussion is December 30.

Calendar of Upcoming Events:

This is not a complete listing of all our events. See www.uubloomington.org and click on “Full Calendar” for
additional event information.

The universe is not required to be in perfect harmony with human
ambition. – Carl Sagan

Monday, December 17, 2012
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Habitat Task Force News
The Habitat Task Force is hosting a Breakfast for a "Green"
Habitat between services on Sunday, February 10 in Fellowship Hall. We
are raising funds to sponsor a family for Habitat's new weatherization/
remodeling project that invests $10,000 into an existing home in order to
winterize it and perhaps do other needed remodeling work. We are going
to provide a full hot breakfast, with the help of Anne Haynes’s Chalice Circle, so please mark the date on your
calendars and bring your appetites that day to church.
The task force also is making plans for a build day, likely on one of the first two Saturdays in April,
and we will need about 10 builders to help that day. Sign-up will be possible at the Getting Involved Fair on
Jan. 13 or by contacting Barb Berggoetz at barbberg@bluemarble.net. No financial contributions or experience
is necessary for any of these regular builds.
Once again, we will be organizing a Women Build team in 2013 and our date is Wednesday, May 15.
Any woman can participate in this build by raising or contributing $250. We need about 30 women. More
details to come. Contact Barb if you are interested.
Thanks very much to everyone who bought crafts and other items sold at the Habitat table at the
Bazaar, and especially to those who contributed crafts. We made about $940.
Barb Berggoetz, task force co-chair

Church Awarded a $25,000 Grant for Solar Panels
The Green Sanctuary Task Force on Global Climate Change is delighted to provide
additional cheer to your holiday season and the hope for many greener new years to come.
We can all look forward to the installation of a large array of solar panels on the church early
in the new year, thanks to a $150,000 grant that Hoosier - Interfaith Power and Light was
awarded by the Indiana Office of Energy Development on behalf of six Indiana congregations.
UU congregation members leveraged this grant by committing over $52,000 in contributions which
will be added to the $25,000 received in grant funding. The grant will be used to purchase and install
photovoltaic solar panels.
The grant application included a strong program for conservation, education and outreach and to that
end over one-third of the congregation pledged to strive toward a 15% reduction in household energy use in
the coming year. The Green Sanctuary looks forward to working with you to meet your goal. For more
information on the grant, or donating toward solar panels, email marciaveldman@gmail.com.

Help Feed Our Hungry Neighbors Task Force needs your help with Bounty Full Sundays (our
monthly food drive on the first Sunday of each month) in the coming months. We are looking for
volunteers to set up the table in the meeting room before first service on the first Sunday of each
month. We also need volunteers who can collect the donated food and deliver to Monroe County
United Ministries on the following Monday. This is a great way to get involved with the church
and the community! Perfect for families with kids! To sign up, or for more information, please
contact Cecelia Murphy: dianne.murphy1@comcast.net or 822-0309. Next Bounty-full Sunday is
January 6.

HELP SAVE A LIFE SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30
Red Cross Blood Drive Plan to donate blood on Sunday, December 30 from
12:30-4:30 p.m. here in Fellowship Hall. Make your appointment now at:
www.redcrossblood.org code: 0246662 Walk-ins welcome.
ONE DONATION CAN SAVE UP TO THREE LIVES!

Monday, December 17, 2012
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Community Connections: Our Faith in Action
What Really Matters: A Day-Long Engagement January 26 with Molly Whitehead
A lively day of conversation and reflection on one of life's fundamental questions -- What really matters?
Morning presentations: environmental, artistic, and mind-body perspectives. The afternoon: small group
discussion/exercises. Vegetarian lunch is included. Facilitated by Allison Distler, provider of yoga and somatic
counsel, and Molly Whitehead, Zen priest and writer. Saturday, January 26, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., at Poplar
Grove Schoolhouse, 4638 E. Tenth Street. Cost is $45 to $75 (sliding scale). To register, contact
mollydelight@gmail.com Registration deadline is January 18.
Foreign Language Institute of Bloomington Forming
We are creating a community based nonprofit organization for foreign languages and world cultures! Why?
Because working together we will help position our students be the next global leaders through the attainment
of foreign language proficiency and world cultures awareness. Our economic and national security depends
on graduating students who are ready to compete in the global market place. Check out our website
www.foreignlanguageinstituteofbloomington.com Share us on facebook, comment, come to our board
meetings! Monetary gifts will be retroactively tax deductible in the near future on this website:
www.indiegogo.com/flib Thank you! --Shali Manwani

Welcome to Our Newest Members
The following members signed our Membership Book on Sunday, December 16.

Joan Middendorf
Long time Bloomington resident Joan Middendorf joined the UU community
for its warmth, spirituality, and liberality. Joan loves children and luckily, her
three grown children regularly loan theirs to her for weekend sleepovers.
When not working, Joan spends as much time possible outdoors, gardening,
hiking, and camping, kayaking a dozen times so far this year—even in
December. Through the Green Sanctuary Task Force and Indiana Forest
Alliance she advocates for forest preservation.

Jessie Monroe and Michelle Cook
Jessie and Michelle are overjoyed to find a spiritual community at U.U.
Bloomington. A New Jersey native and raised in the Roman Catholic faith,
Michelle was awarded a Master’s Degree in Therapeutic Recreation from IU in
2009 and returned to live and work in Bloomington full time in 2010. Jessie,
also a Bloomington transplant (2009), originally from Kentucky and having an
eclectic faith base, is studying computer networking and programming through
an online degree program. The couple celebrated their engagement in
September 2012 and plan to wed on the East Coast in late summer 2013.
Jessie and Michelle are crazy about their four dogs, Sadie, Margo, Dori, and
Sitka – all rescued and spoiled rotten. Other important facets of their life
journeys include: family, nature, meditation, exercise, coffee, music (both are members of the Bloomington
Community Band), DIY projects, and travel.
Monday, December 17, 2012
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Ready to become a member of UU Bloomington?
If this is your community-- if you feel at home here-- join us! If you would like to make the
commitment and become a member of UU Bloomington, the next membership ceremony is
Sunday, February 3rd, between the services, at 10:30 am in Room 207B. (Please note: We
ask for participation in our "Exploring UU" class prior to signing the membership book.)
To make arrangements to sign the membership book, please contact Judy Bennett,
Membership Coordinator, at 332-3695 or memcoord@uubloomington.org, no later than
Wednesday, January 30th.

Attendance and Offering
We have 470 certified members, as of 2/1/2012. Current membership is 508.
Sun, December 9, 9:15: 189; 11:15: 292; RE: N/A; Total: 481
Sun, December 16, 9:15: 147; 11:15: 196; RE: (Intergenerational service); Total: 343
12/9 non-pledge offering: $1175; 12/16 non-pledge offering: $739
Total to be donated to VIPS: $478.50
On June 3, 2012, our members voted to donate 25% of our Sunday non-pledge offerings to Visually Impaired
Preschool Services - Bloomington through June 30, 2013. VIPS-Bloomington is the only agency in Indiana
providing early intervention for visually impaired infants and toddlers within a 60-mile radius of Bloomington.
For info in VIPS, visit http://www.vips.org
Grocery Card Sales: December 9 $2300, income to UUCB: $115;
December 16 $1500, income to UUCB: $74

Next Issue of this newsletter: Monday, January 7; deadline for articles 10:00 a.m. Articles received
after 10:00 a.m. on the date of publication will be used in the next issue. Please send articles to
admin@uubloomington.org The Prologue is published on the first and third Mondays of each month, with exceptions.
Dates of the next few issues: Jan 7, Jan 21, Feb 4, Feb 18, Mar 4, Mar 18. On federal Monday holidays, The Prologue
is not published and our offices are closed.

Offices Closed for End of Year Holidays
We will not be open for regular office hours December 22-January 1, except on Sunday mornings, 10:15-11, 12:15-1.
In case of a pastoral emergency during this time, please call one of the ministers on their mobile numbers:
Reverend Macklin, 812-322-0205; Reverend Breeden, 812-360-1779.

BULLETIN BOARD
House sitter wanted: We are looking for someone to housesit from January 15 to March 19. Walk to UU. No
pets just plants to water! If interested, call Denise and Harold Ogren, 336 6597, dogren@comcast.net.

The Prologue
Unitarian Universalist Church of Bloomington

2120 N. Fee Lane

Bloomington, IN 47408-1646

812-332-3695
www.uubloomington.org
The Rev. Mary Ann Macklin, Minister
The Rev. Bill Breeden, Minister
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