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Don't Miss the 
Great Late Summer 
Sale, Sat. August 11 

 
Think White Elephant 
Sale, but in the summer 
with more space, more 
donations, more 
volunteers, more money 
for UU!   
 
See page 5 for details 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, July 22, 2012     9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.  
 

 

Reflections on the Tao 
Reverend Bill Breeden 
In the middle of a heat wave is a wonderful time to focus on ways of being, 
and Lao Tzu provides some excellent lenses. 
 

Sunday, July 29, 2012  9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
 

A Chosen Faith 
Reverend Mary Ann Macklin and Reverend Bill Breeden 
        In this worship service, Reverend Breeden and Reverend Macklin will 
explore Unitarian Universalism through the thoughts of Unitarian 
Universalist ministers John Buehrens and Forrest Church, authors of the 
book "A Chosen Faith".  If you have considered bringing a friend to worship 
service, this might be a good introduction to our living tradition. 
Bloomington Chamber Singers will be our guest musicians. 
 

Sunday, August 5, 2012   9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
 

The Book Of Hours 
Reverend Mary Ann Macklin 
        In this worship service, with the assistance of Julie Lawson, we will 
explore the works of poet and writer Rainer Maria Rilke.  Special emphasis 
will be focused on his mystic book of poems, The Book of Hours.  Special 
music will include the first movement of Beethoven's Violin Sonata No. 3.   
 

Call for Course Proposals  
Fall 2012, Adult Religious Education  
Are you a spiritual seeker, an avid reader, a poet, parent, 
or activist?  Do you have an interest you would like to 
share and explore with fellow Unitarian Universalists? If 
so, you are encouraged to submit a course proposal to 

our Adult Religious Education (ARE) Program.  We are now receiving 
proposals for Fall 2012 classes. Either a single session or multiple sessions 
are welcome. Please go to http://www.uubloomington.org/re/adult/index.php 
to download a proposal form, or pick up a paper form in the church office, 
Room 204. Proposals can be mailed to the church or emailed to the ARE 
chair:  Carolyn Emmert, at davidjemmert@sbcglobal.net . Please submit 
your proposal by August 1. 
 

http://www.uubloomington.org/re/adult/index.php
mailto:davidjemmert@sbcglobal.net
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The West Window 
 
“Better stop short than fill to the brim. 
Oversharpen the blade, and the edge will soon blunt… 
Retire when the work is done. 
This is the way of heaven.”  —Lao Tzu 
 
Our lives revolve around joys and sorrows, and each Sunday we light candles to celebrate the former and to 
better carry the latter.  For more than a decade I have experienced the joy of being a co-minister of this 
congregation.  It has been among the greatest joys of my life. With this column I am announcing my intention 
to retire from that position in August of 2014, the month I turn 65.  Pursuant to this decision, I have consulted 
with Reverend Macklin and the lay leadership, and have asked to change my letter of agreement to work for 
the next two years at 80% of full-time, beginning this new fiscal year, July 2012 through June 2013. 
 
I can think of no negative reasons for this decision.  This has been the most rewarding work I have ever done, 
evidenced by the fact that it is the longest I have ever stayed with anything in my life short of marriage and 
parenting, both of which have also been sources of great joy.  I consider myself to be one of the luckiest 
persons on the planet. 
 
I find many positive results arising from this decision, which has been a long time in the making.  Lao Tzu’s 
wisdom affirms it.  I do feel that my work as co-minister is nearing completion, and I have other callings which 
have been on the back burner for quite some time; things I need to do, want to do, and cannot do with my 
current schedule of responsibilities.  I look forward to the challenge of answering those callings, and the 
aforementioned approaching age is an imperative to get started on them. 
 
Another positive is grounded in my hope of being connected with this community for the rest of my life.  
Reverend Barbara Carlson has set a wonderful example of how to be a former minister and continuing 
member of a community, and I pray that I can exhibit that same wisdom. 
 
Those who know me well know that I am not one who can describe a journey before departure.  I rarely travel 
by itinerary, choosing to meet each mile as it comes.  It is just way I am wired.  I can say that I hope to produce 
a book, do more music, and do a good bit of speaking in churches, schools, or wherever I can find a willing 
audience with whom to explore the nature of the world in which we live, love and work.  I do not see myself as 
retiring from ministry, but simply re-shaping the forms in which I do it. 
 
I have every confidence that this congregation will continue to be one of the finest expressions of community to 
be found anywhere.  After all, congregations are not defined by their ministers, but rather by their ministry.  We 
have always charted our own course here in Bloomington, and I have no doubt that the leadership and the 
congregation at large will keep all eyes on the prize of “Seeking the Spirit, Building Community, and Changing 
the World.” 
 
Thank you, and now let’s get on with being who we need to be. 
 

Peace --  bill 

 
Reverend Bill Breeden
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From Our Congregational President 
 
I knew when I agreed to serve as president of our congregation that I should expect to 
encounter the everyday challenges of a dynamic church community like ours. 
Nevertheless, when Reverend Breeden shared his retirement plans with me, I suddenly 
realized that I would be serving the congregation during a unique period of our history.   

 
We have been so fortunate for many years to be able to reap the benefits of our unique co-ministerial team.  
Reverend Breeden and Reverend Macklin have together enriched our lives at so many levels.  I know for many 
of us it will be hard to imagine our church without this dynamic duo together in the pulpit and at the helm of the 
church--a veritable yin and yang--who have ministered to us so capably together. 
 
Please know that the Board of Directors will immediately begin a visioning process to examine the short-term 
and long-term ministerial needs of the church.  When Reverend Breeden steps down from the pulpit in 2014, 
ready for the well-deserved respite which comes with retirement, our church will transition smoothly and have 
its ministerial needs fully covered. 
 
There will be ample time to honor Reverend Breeden's contributions to our congregation as we go forward, but 
I know we will all listen to his sermons more attentively and hug him a little harder in the coming months while 
we still have him so close at hand. 
 
Kathleen Sideli, Congregational President 
 

From Reverend Macklin and Reverend Breeden 
As Reverend Macklin reported from the pulpit on Sunday, July 15, members of one of our sister congregations in 
River Falls, Wisconsin, experienced great tragedy last week.  We received the following report from their minister, 
Reverend Ted Tollefson: 
***      
 I am sad to report as the minister of the Unitarian Universalist Society of River Falls, Wisconsin, that three 
lovely daughters from our community were murdered this week by their estranged father. The father, thankfully, 
turned himself in and will be in police custody for a very long time. The girls' mother, Jessica Schaffhausen, is safe, 
surrounded by her family and friends. Our congregation is hosting a series of services and workshops leading to a 
community-wide memorial service next Tuesday, July 17.   We are deeply grateful for the many expressions of grief, 
support and love from UU ministers and congregations across the country.  
 Several friends and colleagues have asked: What can we do? Based on our own painful experiences, 
here are 4 tangible suggestions: 
 1. Pray/Meditate:  Please  include Jessica Schaffhausen, her daughters  and her family in your prayers 
and meditations.  May they be surrounded and upheld by rivers of love and light. 
 2. Act: Do whatever you can to STOP! the plague of violence against women, children and families.  Act 
locally and non-violently to create a world where violence is not tolerated.  
 3. Celebrate: Please light candles and read aloud the names of these three girls whose future has been 
stolen:  Amara, Sophie, and Cea Schaffhausen. Give your children an extra hug.  Let them know they are loved and 
safe.  
 4. Give: If  you'd like to make a donation to the Schaffhausen family, please do so.  Contributions can be 
sent to the First  National Bank of River Falls,  PO  Box 166,  River Falls, WI  54022, payable to the "Benefit 
Account for the Schaffhausen Family." 
 The road of grief is bumpy and long, with many twists and turns.  We often feel lost and sick at heart.   But 
this we have learned:  grief  can become a good road when it is bounded by love and leads towards justice.  
 
Rev. Ted Tollefson 
UU Society of River Falls 
*** 
May we hold all who suffer from violence in our circle of care.  

Peace, Mary Ann       Reverend Mary Ann Macklin 
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Character Kaleidoscope by Lily Rushlow 
The kids of the Summer UU Religious Education classes have been coming together in July to 
build a giant kaleidoscope using all discarded materials. They have worked collaboratively to 
build the piece from old bike parts, cardboard, foam, fabric, plastic, and surplus materials 
donated from the Indiana University art museum. Over the course of the summer we are 
creating art and collecting items to add to the viewing wheels. The viewing wheels will be 
interchangeable and interactive, composed of smaller art created by the children over the 

course of the summer.  
 
All of this--led by our outstanding and always creative Religious Education Assistant, Lily Rushlow!  
Youth, 6th grade and older are invited to join Lily for Freaky Friday Art Night this Friday, July 20th from 6-8pm 
in Room 210.  We will be wrapping up construction on the Kaleidoscope Project.  Younger children are 
welcome if a parent stays on site to help supervise them during the project.  To learn more about this project 
contact Lily Rushlow rea@uubloomington.org 
 
Junior High and High School Aged Volunteers are needed to help greet and welcome guests at the 
Ramadan Dinner on August 3rd (free dinner included).  The Great Late Summer Sale would also love to have 
your helping hands for a 1-hour shift on Wednesday, August 8th between 10am-3pm.  These are both great 
opportunities to give back, and we hope you will contact Adrienne Summerlot dre@uubloomington.org  to let 
her know how you will help! 
 
Seeking Childcare Team Member 
We are now accepting applications for attentive, patient, engaging and energetic people who enjoy bouncing 
babies, playing games, coloring and connecting with the youngest members of our UU congregation.  If you 
would like to be a member of our childcare team, please contact Adrienne Summerlot dre@uubloomington.org 
 
Religious Education Teachers Needed for Fall Religious Education 
We are seeking volunteers for our exciting curriculum for 2012-2013!  If you are interested, please see any 
religious education committee member, Adrienne Summerlot, dre@uubloomington.org or Rev. Emily Leite, 
mre@uubloomington.org  The classes and curricula are as follows: 
 
9:15 AM 
Preschool: Celebrating Me and My World 
K-2: Treasure Hunting  
3-6th: Traditions with a Wink  
 
11:15 AM 
Preschool: Celebrating Me and My World 
K-1: Treasure Hunting  
2-4th: Love Will Guide Us 
5th-6th: Windows and Mirrors 
 
In other notes,  the YUUMS Garden Tower project is thriving, thanks to all who are helping to keep it watered 
during this heat!  Allen Paton’s preschool classes tomato garden is also looking wonderful and we are proud to 
report that Kian Kadlec found the first the first tomato! 
 
Adrienne Summerlot, Acting Director of Religious Education, dre@uubloomington.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://host.uuserver.net:2096/cpsess1456216107/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=rea%40uubloomington.org
https://host.uuserver.net:2096/cpsess1456216107/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=dre%40uubloomington.org
https://host.uuserver.net:2096/cpsess1456216107/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=dre%40uubloomington.org
mailto:dre@uubloomington.org
mailto:mre@uubloomington.org
mailto:dre@uubloomington.org
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UU Children's Choir starts Sunday, August 5th! 
 
Calling all children in Kg- 6th grade who like to sing! On August 5, we will have our only 
rehearsal in preparation for singing at the Water Communion Service on 8/12. New & returning 

singers are always welcome! If you can't make this round, keep watching the Prologue for info on future 
singing opportunities. The UU Children's Choir sings in several services per year, with a set of 2 or 3 
rehearsals in preparation for each performance. When scheduled, rehearsals are usually Sunday mornings 
between the services, with an occasional Thursday evening practice. Upcoming schedule below; questions- 
contact Jill Courtney; jcourtne@mccsc.edu or call 330-8829. 
 
Sun. 8/5: 10:30-11am, Library (rehearse for 8/12) 
Sun. 8/12: Water Communion Service: Meet upstairs in the Library at 9:30am to rehearse- sing at END 
of 1st Service; break, then, sing at BEGINNING of 2nd Service. 
 
 

Our Folks…    
    

Our condolences to Jan Armstrong and her family upon the death of her mother on July 2. 
Our sympathy also to Scott Burgins and Andrea Murray and their family upon the death last 
week of Scott’s mother. 

Our healing thoughts are with Melanie Turner, who is at home recovering from surgery. Cards are welcome. 
Happy 90th Birthday to Arda Landergren on July 18! Birthday cards welcome: Arda Landergren, Garden Villa, 
1100 S. Curry Pike, Bloomington, Indiana 47403 
 
 

If you would like us to include an item of a pastoral nature (weddings, births, illnesses, condolences, special 
achievements, etc.) in your life in an issue of The Prologue, please send the info to Carol Marks at 
admin@uubloomington.org   by 10:00 a.m. on the 1st or 3rd Monday of the month.  
 

 

 

Community Connections:  Our Faith in Action 
 

Are you a Monroe County United Ministries (MCUM) supporter?  
Monroe County United Ministries (MCUM) wants to hear from you! They are 
conducting a survey <http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MCUMsupportersurvey>  of 
people who have provided some form of support to their programs in the past 
twelve months. The survey <http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MCUMsupportersurvey>  contains only 25 
questions and will provide valuable information to MCUM's Strategic Planning Committee.  
 

 
Exploring UU Class Meets Sunday, September 9 & Sunday, 
September 16    Are you interested in learning more about Unitarian Universalism 

and this congregation?  Whether you are considering membership or are just curious, this 
class is for you.  The Exploring UU Class will be held  on  Sunday, September 9 and  
Sunday, September 16 from 2-4 p.m. in the library.  Sign up by September 2nd  at the 
welcome table in the foyer, or by emailing office@uubloomington.org. Free child care is 
provided.  For more information contact Judy Bennett, memcoord@uubloomington.org 

 
 

mailto:admin@uubloomington.org
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MCUMsupportersurvey
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MCUMsupportersurvey
mailto:memcoord@uubloomington.org
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Live Streaming of Sunday Services 
 
The April 16 Prologue announced the launch of our new video streaming capability. You can watch a live 
broadcast of our Sunday services by visiting our home page www.uubloomington.org , on your computer and 
clicking on the large green ...live streaming... button on the left. This takes you to a site managed by our 
streaming service, www.techwerks.tv/264PlayerLIVE.php?type=live&clientID=933 . The services are only 
broadcast live on Sunday mornings, starting at 9:15 and 11:15. 
 
For those unable to attend services in person, this opportunity for virtual fellowship is a real blessing. For this 
we are grateful for the hard work of our "sound" (now multimedia) technician Andy Beargie, with assistance 
from Jackie Hall, Steve Krahnke, Rev. Bill Breeden, and members of the Sound Committee.  
 

Young Adult Lunch 2nd and 4th Sundays 
 All young adults (18-35 years) are welcome to attend our Young Adult Lunches that take place on the 

2nd and 4th Sundays. Meet us outside of the sanctuary after the 11:15 am service. There we 
will determine as a group the best place to go out for lunch somewhere within the town of 
Bloomington. 
 Please email Molly at uucampus@uubloomington.org if you have any questions or 
are interested in being a lunch facilitator or if you would like to organize any UU young adult 

events. Any friendly young adults are encouraged to step up into leadership! Next lunch is July 22nd. 
 
 

UU Men’s Group Upcoming Meetings 
July 31, August 21, Sept 11. Contact Russ Boulding for meeting locations,  
jrb-eeh@bluemarble.net 
 

 

Humanist Discussion Group Meets on Alternate Sundays  
Humanist Discussion group meets on alternate Sundays at 12:45 p.m.  
This group is an opportunity for regular, open, wide-ranging discussions of issues relating to 
morality and ethics, human development, and the nature of the universe.  Next meeting is July 

22, and the topic is The emotional basis of religion. The discussion will be led by Wade 
Altevogt. The July 22 meeting will be held in the Fuchs Library here in our building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.uubloomington.org/
http://www.techwerks.tv/264PlayerLIVE.php?type=live&clientID=933
https://host.uuserver.net:2096/cpsess7890397701/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=uucampus%40uubloomington.org
mailto:jrb-eeh@bluemarble.net
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Ready to become a member of UU Bloomington? 
If this is your community, if you feel at home here, join us! If you would like to make the 
commitment and become a member of UU Bloomington, the next membership ceremony is 
Sunday, August 19th , between the services, at 10:30am in room 207B.  (Please note:  We ask 
for participation in our "Exploring UU" class prior to signing the membership book.) 
To make arrangements to sign the membership book, please contact Judy Bennett, 

Membership Coordinator, at 332-3695 or memcoord@uubloomington.org, no later than Wednesday, Aug. 15th. 

 
How to access your pledge records?   
Did you know that you may check the balances in your own pledge records by accessing your information 
online? Here’s how: 
 Click on this: https://www.churchdb.com/churchdb/Login.asp?iOrgzKey=49 
 Click Retrieve Password-- it will be sent to your email (you only need to do this once) 
 Log in with your username and password; You are now on your Member page, with a list of choices
 Click “Stewardship” , “Treasure”, then “details” or “View Pledges” to see your contribution info 
 OR, Click “Directory” to get contact info for anyone in our congregation. 
 OR, Click “Education/Class Registration” and follow the onscreen instructions to register for classes.   
Questions, contact Erica or Ginger at office@uubloomington.org or 812-332-3695. 

 
Changes in Office Hours for Summer 
This summer, Office Assistant hours will vary, but are always posted next to the door of Room 204. 
Wednesday office hours are currently 1:30-4:30 p.m. There is administrative staff in the office for at least a few 
hours each weekday and every Sunday after each service (but not on Saturdays). Church Administrator Carol 
Marks will be in M,T,Th,F 9-4 as usual. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Members of our congregation march in the 4
th
 of July Parade in Bloomington—Standing on the Side of Love! 

https://www.churchdb.com/churchdb/Login.asp?iOrgzKey=49
mailto:office@uubloomington.org
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UU Summer Garage Sale Saturday, August 11   

 
Think White Elephant Sale, but in the summer with more space, more 
donations, more volunteers, more money for UU!  
Date: August 11 – the same day IU students have a sale at the stadium. 
Time: 8:00a - 1:00p    (½ price bargains begin at 1:00)     
Place: Inside our building, Fellowship Hall and Meeting Room 
Special Preview Party and Sale for UU members:  
Friday evening Aug. 10.  Cost:   $5.00 to make purchases early and have 
refreshments with friends. 
 
We need: volunteers to help set up & price items Wed, Thurs, Friday (Aug. 
8-10) and volunteers on Sat. to be cashiers, reconfigure items as inventory 
goes, etc. 

We need: Donations from everyone.  Please consider cleaning out your basements, garages, closets, drawers, 
kitchens, summer-homes, or attics.   
The Sale will accept:  high quality clothes, books, kitchenware, knickknacks, travel souvenirs, furniture, 
antiques, framed pictures, toys, games, anything that would be useful to someone else. 
 
The Sale will have a special section for Crafters; see the last paragraph. 
 
Volunteer Opportunities:  To be a success we need 3 components:   shoppers, donations and worker bees. 
Folks who have helped with the Holiday Bazaar or Auction know working with such projects can be great fun 
and a wonderful way to know fellow UUs. 
 
If you're free any time Aug. 8, 9, 10, or 11 and can sign up for a shift or need information on description of jobs, 
contact Julie Lawson  juliakarin.j8@gmail.com or call 606-2732 
Others to contact: 
Pricing: Jana Anna - janachannel@gmail.com  369-6060 
Signage in the building: Beverly McGahey – bevmusic@pacbell.net  330-2368 
Preview Party: Mary Jo Conley – brwnbeyond@msn.com 988-6130 
Crafts: Melinda Elston – meelston@indiana.edu  369-3847 
Any Questions: Diann Lock dlock333@yahoo.com  361-7402; 
 
Do you craft? Thought about having a booth at the Holiday Bazaar, but weren't able to? Consider renting a 
booth at the Summer Sale, the UU Church's new fundraiser. The booth rental fee is $10. Crafters are 
responsible for bringing their own tables, chairs, and set up equipment. Space for crafters will be outdoors. 
For more information, or to rent a booth, please contact Melinda Elston at meelston@indiana.edu or 812-369-
3847 (leave a voice mail if no one answers). The rental fee must be paid on or before Sunday, August 5th. 
Checks to UU church, memo: Summer Sale. This is a wonderful way to benefit not only yourself, but your 
loving spiritual community as well. 

 
 

Next Issue of this newsletter:  Monday, August 6;  deadline for articles 10:00 a.m. Please send 

articles regarding congregational activities and events to admin@uubloomington.org  The Prologue is published on 
the first and third Mondays of each month, with exceptions.  Dates of the next few issues:  August 6, August 20, 
Sept 4, Sept 17, Oct 1. On federal Monday holidays, The Prologue is not published and our offices are closed.   

 
 
 
 

mailto:juliakarin.j8@gmail.com
mailto:janachannel@gmail.com
mailto:bevmusic@pacbell.net
mailto:brwnbeyond@msn.com
mailto:meelston@indiana.edu
mailto:dlock333@yahoo.com
mailto:meelston@indiana.edu
mailto:admin@uubloomington.org
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UUs Changing the World— 
 

Come Build a House With Us August 18  
 The Habitat Task Force is recruiting a team of builders for 
participate in a Habitat for Humanity build on Saturday, Aug. 18. There is 
NO financial commitment to participate in any Habitat build, other than the 
annual Women Build. Just be willing to donate four or eight hours of your 
day to help a local family have a decent, affordable home. On Aug. 18, the 

work will include painting, putting down luan (flooring), and putting up siding and drywall. All tools and food for 
the day are provided. If you can help, please contact Barb Berggoetz at barbberg@bluemarble.net, or call 812-
876-6659. We will have a sign-up sheet on the social justice table soon, too. 
    A team of 35 UU women and a few friends participated in this year's Women Build on May 9. Our 
team raised more than $10,500 through personal donations and fund-raising. We worked on the first day of the 
10-day build, so we put together the framing for two houses -- a lot of hammering. The Chalice Circle headed 
by Chris Haynes provided a wonderful lunch for us and Reverend Mary Ann Macklin gave the devotional. It 
was a wonderful day for all involved. Habitat surpassed its goal of raising $135,000 for the two houses and to 
support a build in El Salvador. Thanks to every woman involved and to those who gave generously to support 
them.     Barb Berggoetz,  Habitat task force co-chair 

 

News from the Green Sanctuary Task Force 
Homegrown Indiana Farm Tour with UU Connection 
The summer Homegrown Indiana Farm Tour will visit Sun Circle Farm, the 
farm of Nathan Harman, Maggie Jesseph (daughter of Jerry and Laura Jesseph), and Paul 
Nord (son of Martha and Dave Nord) in Paoli, Indiana, on Saturday, July 21 followed by a 
"farm to fork" meal prepared by Rags from Nick's and Jeff Finch from Finch's Brasserie at 

the Lazy Black Bear.  Participants can either drive their own vehicle or take a bus provided by the City Parks 
Department.  Appetizers, beer and wine will be served starting at 5 pm, the tour is at 6 pm and dinner at 7 pm.  
The cost is $45. For more information or to register visit www.bloomington.in.gov/farmersmarket  or call 349-
3700. 

 

Reproductive Justice:  
A plan for powerful action and  
community connection 
Next meeting of the newly formed Reproductive Justice Task Force 
is Tuesday, July 31 at 7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
 Questions? Contact Melinda Swenson, 
swenson.melinda@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

Mountain Desert UU District  Emergency Relief Fund 
You Can Help with Wildfire Recovery.  The Mountain Desert UU District Emergency Relief Fund will offer timely 
financial assistance to our Unitarian Universalist communities in Colorado and Montana as they begin to recover 
and rebuild following the recent wildland fires.   Even with good insurance many families will incur unexpected costs 
due to the fires and these communities remain vulnerable to flash flooding and other natural disasters heightened by 
the fires. This fund will become a continuing source of assistance across the mountain west. For more information 
visit mdduua.org   Please donate online through a link to Paypal on mdduua.org or you may mail your gift to: 
Mountain Desert UU District, Attn: Relief Fund, 2242 S. Albion St., Denver, CO 80222 

https://host.uuserver.net:2096/cpsess8076958622/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=barbberg%40bluemarble.net
http://www.bloomington.in.gov/farmersmarket
mailto:swenson.melinda@gmail.com
http://mdduua.org/
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DISTRICT – REGIONAL – NATIONAL, HUH? 
From the President  
of the Heartland Unitarian Universalist District 
 
On Sunday, July 8, when I talked about my experience as the Heartland District 
President at General Assembly in Phoenix this June, some people asked what the 
district is.  I had no clue until I was asked to be on the district board.  Here are the 
abbreviated governance structures of our association, and what is happening 

       in our district.   
 
We are a “bottom up democracy” with the power and accountability coming from our independent 
congregations that make up our UU Association (UUA).  This is why it is so important for us to send delegates 
to GA where the annual business (like election of the Moderator & President) of the association happens.  The 
UUA is made up of 19 districts.  We are in the Heartland District.  Our district is Kentucky, Indiana, part of 
Michigan and western Ohio.  Heartland is the eastern boundary of the MidAmerica Region, which includes 3 
districts, with Central MidWest in the middle and Prairie Star on the western boundary.  The UUA has 4 other 
regions, each containing 4 districts. 
 
Each district has a governing Board they elect.  Regions have not had any governance structure.  This may be 
changing.   Starting in 2010, the District Boards of the MidAmerica region began exploring a regional structure.  
In 2011, all 3 boards voted to create a Regional Board to replace the existing 3 District Boards.  There are a lot 
of reasons for this, which you will be hearing more about.  Just as our congregation sends delegates to 
General Assembly, we send delegates to the District Annual Meeting to conduct its business.  April 12-13, 
2013, the Heartland District Annual Meeting will be in Muncie, Indiana.  
 
 It will be very important to send delegates to this 2013 meeting.  The MidAmerica Districts will be asking at the 
April 2013 meetings for a vote to replace our District Boards with 1 Regional Board.  When will you start 
hearing more details about this? After all 3 MidAmerica Boards and lead staff of the 3 districts meet in late 
August in Rock Island, Illinois, to fine tune the proposal.  In September, we will start sharing information for 
comment and feedback and in April 2013, there will be a vote.   
 
Amy Taylor, Heartland UU District President (amy7tay@yahoo.com) 

 
Attendance and Offering   
We have 470 certified members, as of 2/1/2012. Current membership is 489.  
Sun, July 8,         9:15:    102;   11:15: 173;  RE: 74    Total:  349 
Sun, July 15,       9:15:    135;   11:15: 159;  RE: 53    Total:  347 
7/8 non-pledge offering: $483;    7/15 non-pledge offering: $525  
Total donated to VIPS:  $252 
     On June 3, 2012, our members voted to donate 25% of our Sunday non-pledge offerings to Visually 
Impaired Preschool Services - Bloomington  through June 30, 2013. VIPS-Bloomington is the only agency in 
Indiana providing early intervention for visually impaired infants and toddlers within a 60-mile radius of 
Bloomington.  For info in VIPS, visit http://www.vips.org 
Grocery Card Sales:   July 8 $1025, income to UUCB: $51.25; July 15 $1450, income to UUCB: $72.50. 
 
 

http://www.vips.org/
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Invitation to all:  Ramadan Iftaar Celebration Friday, August 3 

 

Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic lunar calendar—the most blessed month of the 

year. Muslims all over the world abstain from food, drink, and other needs during the  day, 

purifying the soul, re-evaluating life, and refocusing attention on God.  Muslims pay 

special attention this month to making peace; strengthening ties with family and friends; 

and refraining from bad habits, bad actions, bad thoughts, and bad words. Join us in a 

rededication to self-restraint, cleansing, and worship—and gain understanding of Muslim 

culture and concerns.  

UUs come together at our church with members of the Islamic Center on Friday, August 3. 

 8:15 p.m. doors open 

 8:56 sunset and the breaking of the daily fast  

 prayer for those who wish to participate  

 dinner:  Islamic Center members bring delicious foods of all types. UUs bring desserts. 
It’s free of charge, all ages are welcome, and childcare will be provided.  

Please sign up on the RSVP list posted in the Commons by Sunday, July 29.  

 

Artisan Applications Available for Booth Space at the  
Holiday Bazaar! 
    If you are an artisan and would like to apply to have a booth at the Holiday Art 
Fair and Bazaar, November 30 and December 1, please contact Sandy Taylor, 
staylor2@comcast.net for an application. Application deadline is September 1.  Our 
Holiday Art Fair and Bazaar is a juried show. 

 

BULLETIN BOARD 
FEMALE TENANT WANTED to rent top portion of house (620 sq ft), inc. private bath.  Quiet Westside neighborhood, 
close to downtown and campus.  Must be non-smoker.  $450 includes rent & utilities.  $250 security deposit.  Please 
contact Sheri at sbenham@steppingstones-inc.org or 336-7196. 

 

 
 
 

mailto:staylor2@comcast.net
https://host.uuserver.net:2096/cpsess734327853/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=sbenham%40steppingstones-inc.org
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The Prologue                                 1st class pstg here 

Unitarian Universalist Church of                
Bloomington                        
2120 N. Fee Lane                 
Bloomington, IN 47408-1646                                                                     
                                                                                      
812-332-3695  
www.uubloomington.org  
The Rev. Mary Ann Macklin, Minister 
The Rev. Bill Breeden, Minister 
                                     
Monday, July 16, 2012  
Return Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional calendar info at www.uubloomington.org 
 

 

http://www.uubloomington.org/

