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Unitarian Universalist Church of Bloomington, Indiana
Congregation founded 1949
GLBTQ Welcoming Congregation since 1995
Green Sanctuary since 2007

Seeking the Spirit

Building Community

Sunday, June 12, 2011
The Unbroken Circle, Part 2

Changing the World

9:15 & 11:15 a.m.
Reverend Mary Ann Macklin

This worship service continues the exploration of our liberal religious circle of care within the
context of loss and grief. How does loss and grief impact our spiritual journey? How do we care for one
another, as a congregation or individuals, along the way? Voces Novae, a local chamber choir conducted
by our own Music Director, Susan Swaney, will provide the gift of music.

Sunday, June 19, 2011

9:15 & 11:15 a.m.

A Father’s Day Consideration:
Women’s Rights and Planned Parenthood vs. The Agenda of Repression
Reverend Bill Breeden
Celebrating the anniversary of the first Women’s Rights Convention, June 19th, 1848.
***

Near Willard Pavilion, May 15. Photo by Cordelia Harlow.
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From the Ministers:
Last Sunday we held our annual meeting which was well attended and, to the best of our
knowledge, a good time was had by all. One couple, having recently signed the membership book and
attending for the first time were nearly exuberant in expressing how much they enjoyed being a part of
it. If you have never attended, or have not attended recently, you should give it a try. This
congregation makes decisions that reflect the trust we have for one another and the love we have for
this community. We do not all agree on everything we do, but we support the democratic process and
have faith that the voice of the whole will continue to reflect our values and support the mission of
Seeking the Spirit, Building Community and Changing the World. Below is a summary of some reports
and significant actions taken at the June 2011 Annual Congregational Meeting of the UU Church of
Bloomington.
Vice President Carol McCord gave a review of the work of the Board of Directors in becoming a
―visioning board‖ rather than a minutiae-managing body. This is an ongoing process that reflects the
governing needs of a large church and allows the Board of Directors to lead the congregation in the
fulfillment of our vision and mission statement. The board’s visioning process in the coming year has
two foci. First, an internal focus on becoming a model employer, and secondly, an external focus on
improving our outreach into the Bloomington community and beyond.
The congregation then voted on the agency to receive 25% of our Sunday morning plate. The
winner this year is Planned Parenthood of Indiana. Monroe County CASA and VITAL were the two
other candidates, and members are encouraged to support both of those worthy agencies.
The Green Spaces Capital Campaign Report was extensive. We raised $780,000 in our capital
campaign, $39,000 of which will be committed to social justice. Although the remaining money is not
enough to fulfill all of the items in our dreams, it will do wonders in the preservation and renovation of
our campus, and make our building and grounds a more welcoming place for those seeking a spiritual
home.
The congregation voted to amend the Bylaw 4.10 to reflect the way in which our governing
structure now operates, replacing ―Management Team‖ with the term ―Executive Minister.‖ Reverend
Mary Ann Macklin is now the Executive Minister responsible for daily operations of the congregation
within Board policies. This change does not affect the status of the co-ministry with regards to worship,
pastoral or other areas of church life.
We recognized the service of retiring board member Denise Ogren and welcomed John
Summerlot as a new member of the Board of Directors.
Finally, we presented three Outstanding Service Awards at the congregational meeting. We
want to thank everyone who sent in nominations this year. If your nominee was not selected you can
resubmit a name for next year. We plan to continue this new format of asking for nominations each
year for this award. This year we noticed that our recipients fell into three categories regarding their
length of membership in the congregation: recent member, mid-time member and long-time member,
so we offered these titles, respectively, for this year’s recipients:
Hit the Ground Running Award to first year member, Millie Jackson.
Steady and Ready Award to 17 years of membership, Chris Haynes
Long-time Allegiance to 31 years of membership, Dorothy Sowell
Outstanding Service Awards
Millie Jackson hit the ground running in her service to our congregation. Her dedication to the Green
Sanctuary Task Force, Rainbow Rights Task Force, and Earth Kin have been exemplary. She writes
articles for the Prologue and Common Ground. As one member stated, ―She is conscientious and
dependable whenever given a task. Millie is constantly looking to educate herself and desires to have
a positive influence on those around her.‖
Chris Haynes has been steady and ready in his service to our congregation. Chris has served as a
Youth Facilitator, OWL program instructor and was on the Youth Advisory Committee. He chaired the
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Adult Education Committee, was a Chalice Circle facilitator, served on the Chalice Circle Steering
Committee, and participated in our Hope for Prisoners Task Force. Chris has brought his talents with
information technology to us as Secretary of the Board. ―His membership is about service,‖ said one
member.
Dorothy Sowell has been a loyal long-time member to this congregation. She has served in numerous
roles including teaching, substituting and assisting in religious education; in fact, she was the Director
of Religious Education from 1983-1984! Many know Dorothy as someone with a hard-hat and tool-belt
ready to lead and inspire others to work with Habitat for Humanity. Dorothy has served on the board,
and created the long-time group ―Parent Talk‖. One member summed up Dorothy’s service, ―She is
amazing,‖

Our Folks…
We hold Anne and Chris Haynes and family in our loving circle of care. Anne’s grandson,
Eli Joshua Mintz, died Sunday night, June 5, from a sudden serious illness.
Our sympathy is with Paul Losensky and Arzetta Hults Losensky upon the passing of Paul's
mother, Jane Losensky Crumpler, on May 22 in Zumbrota, Minnesota. She was 80 years old.
Our condolences also to Hayden and Byron Bangert. Hayden’s father George Megar died last
week.
We send our healing thoughts to Doris Wittenburg, who is recovering at home from recent
surgery.
John and Peggy Woodcock invite you to drop in to see their exhibit of nature photos at Gallery
Group on 6th Street, and their photos of Japan at Bloomington Bagel Company through the end of June.
The Bloomington Entertainment & Arts District just selected Craig Brenner "Artist O' the
Week!" Read more at http://myemail.constantcontact.com/BEADNews.html?soid=1102741462002&aid=zYq4SjKWj_I
Irma Cassels has moved to Redbud Hills and would enjoy visits from her friends from church.
Congratulations to Barb Lund on a new granddaughter, born to son Andy and his wife Rana.
If you would like us to include an item of a pastoral nature in your life in an issue of The Prologue,
please send the info to Carol Marks at admin@uubloomington.org by 10:00 a.m. on the 1st or 3rd
Monday of the month.

Friends of our Congregation Perform Wilderness Plots Here June 26
WILDERNESS PLOTS: Songs and Stories of the Prairie is the presentation of a collection of songs by
local singer-songwriters Carrie Newcomer, Krista Detor, Tim Grimm, Tom Roznowski and Michael
White, based on short tales by author Scott Russell Sanders. See and hear the Original Award-Winning
Cast of WILDERNESS PLOTS in a special Bloomington appearance on Sunday, June 26, 3:30 pm
here in our Meeting Room. (doors open at 3:00). Tickets are $18 in advance (Sunrise Box Office or
www.buskirkchumley.org), $20 at the door, $12 for students and seniors.

Women’s Alliance Meets July 6
Brown bag lunch at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall on Thursday, July 6.
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Passport to the World
Summer Religious Education 2011
Children entering grades 1-8* are invited to explore other cultures during our Passport to the World
summer program. Please let Cindy know if you or your family has traveled to any of these places and have
“show and tell” items, expertise or stories to share with our children and teachers.
June 12th Bon Voyage Party, Great Britain
June 19th Vanuatu, Picnic and Hike for all ages at Willard Pavilion (please register)
June 26th Russia, Rain date for Picnic and Hike for All Ages (please register)
July 3rd Ivory Coast
July 10th Turkey
July 17th Mongolia
July 24th Israel/ Palestine
July 31st Guatemala
August 7th Japan
August 14th Summer Celebration
August 21 Water Communion, First Day of Fall Semester Religious Education classes
*Preschool Class for children ages 3-5 and Childcare for children ages 0-3 will take place as usual during both
services throughout the summer. Volunteers for a few Sundays are needed at 11:15am; contact Cindy Port,
dre@uubloomington.org
Water Communion
Services Sunday, Aug 21

Collect some water, a stone, or a shell for our Water
Ceremony which will be held on Sunday, August 21st during
the services. Children will also participate in this ritual so let
them help collect water during your adventures this
summer, even if the adventure is in your own backyard. On
that Sunday morning, we will pour all our collected waters
together as a symbol of our coming back together as a
community. (We won‘t be drinking the water, of course!)
th

University Lake, Photo by 6 grader Zoe Reed

Hike and Picnic for All Ages on June 19 at Willard Pavilion
Register to spend the afternoon hiking with us. After a picnic lunch at Willard
Pavilion, built in Memorial of Daniel Willard, we will hike the 1.5 mile trail around
University Lake. We’ll see the beautiful old dam, a small waterfall, and lots of
wildlife. This is a beautifully protected area that is closed to the public, the hiking is
moderate. Daniel was a teacher, family member and a friend who fought to protect
the ecosystem and encouraged us to play in Commons; children are welcome! Pack
th
Photo by Cordelia Harlow, 6 grade
a picnic lunch. Sunday June 19th, 12:45pm (rain date Sunday June 26th).
Facilitated by Melinda Swenson, Carol McCord and Cindy Port.
Register by emailing office@uubloomington.org or email Cindy Port, dre@uubloomington.org
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Post-Meeting Supper Nets $340 for UUA General
Assembly Delegates
Many thanks to all who attended the supper following the
congregational meeting on Sunday, June 5, to raise funds to assist our
delegates who are attending General Assembly in Charlotte, North Carolina, at
the end of the month. A total of $340 was raised, and it was a fine fellowship
opportunity for all.
To study the issues that our delegates will be addressing, go the UU
World Summer 2011 issue, Page 38. This info may also be viewed online at
http://www.uuworld.org/news/articles/179739.shtml

Interested in Providing Occasional Home Hospitality?
Bloomington is a popular destination for UUs from other places. Perhaps they have
children attending or graduating from IU, or are on their way to someplace else and
would like to visit Bloomington. From time to time, the office receives calls from UUs
passing through who would like to have home hospitality with members of our
congregation. This is usually for only a night or two. If you would be interested in
extending hospitality of this kind, please send a note to Carol Marks, Church Administrator,
admin@uubloomington.org, and we’ll put you on a list of possible hosts.

Annual Stewardship –
Green Spaces Capital Campaign Update
Current Annual Pledges for 11-12: $438,600
Current Green Spaces Capital Campaign Pledges: $780,000
Many thanks to all who have made pledges. The members
gathered at the Annual Congregational meeting on June 5
approved our proposed budget for 2011-12, with anticipated
pledge income of $436,500.
Annual Operating Budget/Capital Campaign
It is never too late to make a pledge. Please stop by
church, call the office, 332-3695, or make your pledge online at
https://sites.google.com/site/uucbstewardship2011/

Last week, we sent a thank you letter to all our pledgers and to verify that we have all the
numbers entered correctly in our system. Please do let us know if we need to make changes of any
kind. – Carol Marks, Church Administrator, admin@uubloomington.org 812-332-3695.
Attendance and Offering We have 452 certified members, as of 2/1/11. Our current membership is 464.
Sun, May 22, 9:15:
120; 11:15: 167; RE: intergen
Total: 287
Sun, May 29, 9:15:
98; 11:15: 156; RE: 83
Total: 337
Sun, June 5, 9:15:
119; 11:15: 154; RE: 75
Total: 348
Sun, 5/22 non-pledge offering: $330; Sun, 5/29 non-pledge offering: $339

Sun, 6/5 non-pledge offering: 530

Total to People and Animal Learning Services: $300
Our members voted in June 2010 to give 25% of our Sunday non-pledge offerings to People & Animal
Learning Services (PALS) through June 2011, to help with its work in our community. For info on PALS, see
this Youtube video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eoH4Hn-maU4
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Newcomers Invited to Exploring UU Class July 10th and 17th
New to the church and want to learn more about Unitarian Universalism and this
congregation? Sign up for the Exploring UU class at the Welcome Table in the
foyer. The class, for those 14 and older, will be held from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. on
Sundays, July 10 and July 17. Free child care provided.

How Do I Change My Committee Page on the Church’s
Website (www.uubloomington.org)?
If you are the chair of your committee or task force, you may send changes to
your website pages to Carol Marks, Church Administrator. It’s a good idea to review
your committee’s or your group’s web page on a regular basis to be sure it is
accurate. Here’s how to make changes:
In your email to Carol at admin@uubloomington.org
1. Include the URL of the page that needs to be changed
2. Indicate the words that need to be deleted
3. Provide the words that need to be included and where they are to appear
4. Give URL or link information if you want links to other websites to be posted on your page
After the church office receives your requested changes, the pages will be updated within 3
business days.

UU Men’s Group Meets Every Three Weeks
The UU Men’s Group will meet on the following dates: 6/7, 6/28, 7/19, 8/9, 8/30. The
location varies. Please contact Chris Haynes, chaynes@indiana.edu for location.

Planned Parenthood is New 25% of Sunday Plate Recipient
At our annual congregation meeting on June 5 at 4:00 p.m. members voted to donate
25% of our Sunday non-pledge offerings to Planned Parenthood of Indiana, from July 1,
2011 through June 30, 2012.

First Steps Class Beginning In July
First Steps, a new class which will offer a brief introduction to Unitarian Universalism and
our congregation, will begin in July. It will be a 40 minute drop-in class held on the 4th
Sunday every month at 10:30 am and 12:30 pm in the meditation room (207b). It is
designed for the newcomer who is curious but not yet ready to commit to a longer class-just a ―taste of UU.‖ Questions? Please contact Judy Bennett, Membership Coordinator
at memcoord@uubloomington.org 812-332-3695.
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UUs Changing the World-Feed Our Hungry Neighbors
Bring your grocery donations to services on the next Bounty-Full Sunday, July 3.
The food pantry at Monroe County United Ministries welcomes donations of all
nonperishable foods, but current needs include: canned meats such as chili, beef stew,
spam, and chicken; soups, especially tomato and cream; sugar, flour, oil, baking mixes.

Green Sanctuary Task Force
on Global Climate Change
Green Sanctuary Task Force’s Energy-Saving Task of the Month for June:
Set Your Thermostat to 78 Degrees or Higher
The Task of the Month Program enters its 6th month of implementing cost-effective, energy conserving
projects. For June, we are lowering our household energy consumption by
increasing our thermostat setting. Cutting back even by a few degrees will result
in substantial savings—an 8% reduction in your electricity bill for each degree.
A window unit AC uses 500 to 1440 watts, while a 2.5-ton central system
uses about 3500 watts. A floor fan uses only 100 watts on the highest speed, and
ceiling fans use only 15 to 95 watts depending on speed and size. To keep your
house cooler, close drapes and shades to block out sunlight during the day. Take
advantage of cooler outside air by opening windows at night. For more tips on
efficiently cooling your home go here and here.
Other energy saving options include sealing air leaks and increasing insulation, changing or cleaning
your filters monthly to decrease the load on your air conditioner; planting shade trees, turning off your AC when
you are not home; and reducing humidity by taking short showers, using the exhaust fan when cooking, and
using moisture-absorbing pellets in closets (available at hardware stores).
Our past months’ tasks help keep our houses cooler, too. So, now is the time if you haven’t yet
insulated your hot water heater and wrapped your hot water pipes. Air drying your laundry will keep your
clothes dryer from heating up your house.
Not yet signed-up for Task of the Month? Please join UU’s 135+ participating households for this
important pilot program. Ask questions, offer/request assistance and report your progress by visiting GSTF’s
coffee table between services or emailing Stephanie at TaskoftheMonth@gmail.com.
Prologue Publication Schedule This newsletter, The Prologue, is published on the first and third Mondays of
each month, with minor exceptions in January and July. The deadline for articles, sent to
admin@uubloomington.org, is 10:00 a.m. on the date of publication. The next issue will be published on
Monday, June 20 and posted on our website www.uubloomington.org by June 21.

Ready to become a member of UU Bloomington?
If this is your community, if you feel at home here, join us! If you would like to make the
commitment and become a member of UU Bloomington, the next membership ceremony is
Sunday, June 19th , between the services, at 10:30am in room 207B. (Please note: We ask
for participation in our "Exploring UU" class prior to signing the membership book.)
To make arrangements to sign the membership book, please contact Judy Bennett,
Membership Coordinator, at 332-3695 or memcoord@uubloomington.org, no later than
Wednesday, June 15th.
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Page 7

Seeking the Spirit

Building Community

Changing the World

Earth Kin Celebrates Summer Solstice June 18
All members and friends of the congregation are invited to attend Earth Kin’s
Summer Solstice Ritual on Saturday, June 18 at 7:30 p.m. We will meet in the woods just
east of the parking lot and south of the storage shed to mark the coming of the longest
day of the year. We will cast a sacred circle and give gratitude for all that we have sown
and tended this growing season in our lives. We will also begin to think about the coming
harvest season and the growing darkness that follows the longest day. Please bring food
to share for the feast to follow in the fellowship hall. You will need to also bring a chair to sit upon, something
to protect yourself from the mosquitoes, and drums to help raise the energy to the powerful sun of solstice.
Please notify Beckie Wagner at elmbeckie@yahoo.com if you need childcare in order to attend this event. We
gather at 7:00pm with ritual starting at 7:30pm. We should be finished by 10:00pm. Join us as we celebrate
the God archetype as he reigns with the solstice sun.

Talent Show and Cake Party Nets Over $500
Many thanks to all who participated in and helped with the UU Kids Talent Show and Cake
Party! Over $500 was raised toward the production of a UU kids musical, composed by Lauren
Bernofsky and written and directed by Talent Show emcee Stephen Hammoor. Photos of the
event and the cakes can be seen on the choral wiki page (go to Worship/Music/Adult
Choir/Choral wiki, or http://choirwiki.blogspot.com/

Scenes from the May 22 UU Kids Talent Show, and the Winning Cake: “After the Fall”
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The Caring Committee and the Elder Focus Task Force are asking for your help!
If you are willing to help meet one (or more) of the following needs of our church members please take time to
print or copy and fill in this form and return it to the church office via email (office@uubloomington.org) or paper
mail. If you need more information, feel free to contact one of the Caring Committee or Elder Focus Task
Force members listed below. Realize there are only occasional needs for assistance, but your willingness to be
available is deeply appreciated.
Name _______________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________________ Email _______________________________________
I can help with the following:
___
Prepare occasional food for situations of short-term health recovery, bereavement, or new parenthood
___
Provide occasional transportation (daytime) for those who are unable to drive but need to get to
appointments
___

Help purchase, prepare, and/or serve food for memorial service receptions

___

Set-up or clean-up after memorial service receptions

____ Would you like to be part of the Caring Committee? Meetings are monthly on agreed upon Mondays at
5:15 p.m.
_________________________________________
Caring Committee:
Rev. Mary Ann Macklin
Cell
Sharon Yarber – Chair
Anna Wiley – Transportation
Doris Wittenburg – Memorial Receptions

322-0205
336-4427
337-0649
336-4993

Sylvia King – Food
332-9682
Barb Backler – Elder Focus Task Force Chair 340-0354
Denise Ogren
336-6597

Elder Focus Task Force
___
Visit someone who is homebound or in a nursing home
___

Occasional home support/chores for temporarily disabled elders

___

Provide transportation to church and other church functions for elders

Would you like to be added to our list of elders? (You get to say what an ―elder‖ is). You will then receive
mailings via e-mail or U.S. Postal Service when we are sponsoring gatherings or activities.
Name _________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________ E-mail ___________________________________
How long have you been attending worship services at the Unitarian Church of Bloomington?
What activities have you been involved in within our congregation?
_____________________________________
Elder Focus Task Force:
Rev. Mary Ann Macklin Cell
322-0205
Barb Backler – Chair
Cell
340-0354
Karen Gunderman –Co-Chair Cell 827-3080
Jean Knowlton
339-2047

Judy Allensworth - jallensworth@area10agency.org
Jean Anderson
336-3334
Jeanie McElwain
828-9371
Diane Gregory
334-2978
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Unitarian Universalist Church of
Bloomington
2120 N. Fee Lane
Bloomington, IN 47408-1646
812-332-3695
www.uubloomington.org
The Rev. Mary Ann Macklin, Minister
The Rev. Bill Breeden, Minister
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Return Service Requested

For more calendar information, go to www.uubloomington.org and click on “Full Calendar”.
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