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Seeking the Spirit Building Community
Changing the World
Wednesday, December 8, 2010

5:45PM dinner, 6:15PM worship

All Ages Worship: Holiday Sing-along
Reverend Emily Manvel Leite and Nick Dold, pianist
Everyone is welcome at our annual holiday sing-along following the gift making workshop (from 3:305:30PM—see Page 3 for details!). We will light the menorah for the eighth night of Hanukkah, then enjoy
Christmas, Hanukkah, solstice, and winter songs as they are chosen by those who gather. A pizza dinner with
veggies and fruit will precede the service. A $1 donation per slice of pizza is requested to help cover costs.

Sunday, December 12, 2010

9:15 & 11:15 a.m.

Miracles and Sounds of the Season
The Unitarian Universalist Choir directed by Susan Swaney
Reverend Mary Ann Macklin and Reverend Bill Breeden
In this seasonal worship service our choir will mark this special time of year with choral compositions
selected by music director, Susan Swaney. Reverend Macklin will reflect on holiday miracles which inspire us
to care for this spinning blue-green planet we call home. Reverend Emily Manvel Leite will introduce our
children to the Green Sanctuary Task Force and Earthcare’s ―Task of the Month.‖ Join us for miracles and
sounds of the season.

Sunday, December 19, 2010

9:15 & 11:15 a.m.

The Quiltmaker’s Gift
Reverend Emily Manvel Leite, Reverend Mary Ann Macklin, and Reverend Bill Breeden
In this intergenerational service, we celebrate our ability to give in ways both big and small. Our
celebration will include story, song, and quiet reflection and will culminate in our annual Procession of Giving,
where we join in a joyful parade of gifts for people in need. Please plan to bring a gift of mittens, hats, warm
socks, non-perishable food, your Guest at Your Table box, or the gift you selected from the Giving Tree.
Everyone will be invited to contribute a "golden gift" of money, in amounts large or small, to benefit the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee and support their work around the world.
Inside This Issue:
From the Ministers
Religious Education
Yule, Solstice, & Christmas Eve Services

Page 2
Page 3
Page 4

Green Spaces Initiative
Our Folks
Bazaar Thanks

Page 5
Page 7
Page 8

December 6, 2010

Page 1

From the Ministers
Reverend Macklin was fortunate to attend the Indiana University men’s basketball game on
December 4th (IU versus Savannah State). It was at that game that Rabbi Sue Laikin Silberberg
longtime director of Hillel Student Center (formerly Rabbi Sue Shiffron) was presented with the game
ball and made honorary captain of the game. Coach Tom Crean came onto the court with Rabbi Sue
and raised her hand in victory, and the following statement was read: Indiana University and the
Department of Intercollegiate Athletics embrace religious and other diversity and inclusion and
condemn all acts of discrimination especially the recent anti-Semitic vandalism on the Bloomington
campus. Welcome tonight's Honorary Captain from the Helene G. Simon Hillel Center, Executive
Director Rabbi Sue Laikin Silberberg.‖
At our worship services on Sunday, December 5, we also responded to the recent acts of
violence and bigotry against the Jewish community. Our choir under the direction of Sue Swaney sang
―Oseh Shalom‖ the words of which translate: ―May he who makes peace in the heavens, grant peace to
us and to all our people, And let us say Amen.‖ Reverend Emily Manvel Leite conducted our own
Menorah Lighting, an annual event honoring Jewish families, members and friends within our
congregation, the wisdom of the Jewish tradition within our liberal religious tradition, and also our
Jewish sisters and brothers throughout the world. The children’s moment included stories of how
people of courage have responded to bigotry and hatred with nonviolence and solidarity. The ministers
encouraged everyone to take home the image of a Menorah which was a paper insert in the Order of
Service.
Bloomington United, with whom we have been in contact, made this representation available
along with the following statement:
We, as Bloomington United (a grassroots campus and community partnership dedicated to promoting
diversity and responding to incidents of hatred) are united in our commitment to diversity and a just life
for all people. These acts have provided us with the opportunity to reaffirm our commitment to diversity
and to fighting all forms of hatred. We ask EVERYONE to join with us in standing firmly for diversity and
in solidarity with the Jewish community and all peoples.
There will be 2 PDFs available for download at iuhillel.org; the first states ―Bloomington United
in Diversity‖ and the other is a menorah. Please download and print these signs and place them in your
windows, and in the windows of businesses and offices and all over the University, city and county.
If you were not at Sunday services, we hope you will join us and download these signs. As we
Unitarian Universalists like to say, ―Let us stand on the side of love.‖
On Sunday evening, Reverend Bill Breeden attended another event of solidarity announced in
the Herald Times and our worship services. He marched proudly with our Unitarian Universalist
Banner to the Chabad House, along with other Unitarian Universalists, to join a diverse crowd from our
Bloomington community. There was singing, dancing and the lighting of a large Menorah by
Bloomington Mayor Mark Kruzan.
Our Wayside Pulpit reads: ―Shalom, Salaam, Pax, Peace.‖
wisdom to make those words a reality for all.

May we seek the courage and

During this past holiday weekend we were also warmed by the community effort of this
congregation whose efforts created another successful holiday Bazaar. It was an affirming event of the
creative spirit that runs through us all, whether we are cookie bakers, vendors, book-sorters, white
elephant discerners, cooks, organizers, volunteers, or money changers or purchasers. We thank all of
you for your Bazaar efforts! And we look forward to celebrating the holidays and rituals of this season
with you. From Hanukkah and Solstice to Christmas and the New Year, let us do so with hope in our
hearts, courage in our spirit and love in our actions. We are standing on the side of love.

Mary Ann and Bill
Reverend Mary Ann Macklin and Reverend Bill Breeden
December 6, 2010
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Windows and Mirrors Art in the Commons
Look for art created by our fourth, fifth and sixth graders on display in the Commons
this month! It was created this semester by students in our Windows and Mirrors
classes. This Tapestry of Faith program asked our children to reflect upon themselves
and to look out into the world beyond. They have spent several Sundays creating art
on canvas board using acrylics and collage. The Congregation is invited to view their
display as a window into the creative minds of our children as they Seek the Spirit.
Please help me in thanking the volunteer teachers of the Fall Windows and Mirrors classes;
Kim Sackmann, Pat Aungst, Renate Kasak, Emma Rush, Amy Crozier, Matthias Weber and Sarah
Shannon-Firestone. We are still seeking teachers for spring--talk to us today!

January Intersession "Stories of the Bible"
During the five Sundays of January, children choose from interest-based multi-age classes in
Religious Education. We are still looking for volunteers with interests in crafts or outdoors who can help
with this exciting and fun short-term program! If your child in grade K-8 did not make her or his choices
for Intersession during registration in August, now is the time to do so! The most popular choices are
filling up quickly and pre-registration ends soon. Assuming we have enough volunteers, the choices will
be Crafts, Cooking, Outdoors and Drama. Children can email or write down their top three choices in
order, or they may ask to be in a class with a particular friend or sibling. Of course everyone, including
visitors and newcomers, is always welcome to attend an RE class, including during the month of
January!

Religious Education Calendar
Dec. 8th 3:30 Gift Making Workshop, 5:45 Pizza Party, 6:15 All Ages Worship "Holiday Sing-a-long"
Dec. 12th Last Day of Fall RE Classes, Thank your teachers!
Dec. 13th Intersession Teacher Orientation and Training, volunteers still needed!
Dec. 18th Procession of Gifts Intergenerational Worship
Dec 21st Solstice Celebration for All Ages, 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 24th 4:00 pm Christmas Eve ―Away in a Manger‖
Dec. 26th Time Capsules 2011: Vacation Religious Education
Jan. 2nd Intersession Begins! Come to Fellowship Hall after Children's Moment for classroom
assignment

Gift Making Workshop December 8
Sponsored by the Religious Education Program
Everyone is invited to our Gift Making Workshop: Wednesday, December 8, from 3:30-5:30PM.
We will be making simple, earth-friendly gifts appropriate for giving to friends and relations of all ages.
Gifts will include brownie mix, sculpey necklaces, tie-dyed socks, Dutch tiles, bath salts, letterboxing
sets, and many more! A donation of $1 per gift is requested to help cover costs. Child care will be
available for the youngest children, although they are welcome to attend.
--Cindy Port, Director of Religious Education, dre@uubloomington.org
Reverend Emily Manvel Leite, Minister of Religious Education, mre@uubloomington.org

UU Men Meet Every 3 Weeks
The UU Men's Group meets every 3 weeks on Tuesday evenings from 7-9 p.m. on the
following dates: Dec 21, Jan 11, Feb 1, Feb 22, Mar 15. Meeting location varies: contact Chris
Haynes, chaynes@indiana.edu
December 6, 2010

Page 3

Seeking the Spirit

Building Community

Changing the World

Women's Alliance Meets January 6
The Women's Alliance will meet on Thursday, January 6. Our featured speaker, Abby Gitlitz, will
present a program on "The Whimsy of Glass". The meeting begins with a brown bag luncheon at 11:30
a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Our hosts, Diane Gregory and Lee Strickholm, will provide beverages and
dessert. Guests are always welcome. Info, Alliance President Lois Holl, loisholl8@yahoo.com

YRUU Meet on Sundays

YRUU, (Young Religious UUs), our high school
youth, meet on Sunday afternoons. Please contact Abby Gitlitz, YRUU co-facilitator
for current schedule: agitlitz@hotmail.com.

Upcoming Special Worship Services:
Saturday, December 18, 2010

7:30 p.m.

Yule Celebration with Earth Kin
We will gather at 7:00pm with ritual to start at 7:30pm. Join us to celebrate the coming of the
longest night and the beginning of the new cycle of planting and growth as the sun begins its return to
us. Bring food to share as we fellowship together after ritual. This event is open to all church members
and friends. Childcare for younger children available; please notify Beckie Wagner if you will need
childcare in order to attend. Questions to Beckie at elmbeckie@yahoo.com

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

6:30 p.m.

Solstice Celebration for All Ages
Reverend Emily Manvel Leite, Reverend Mary Ann Macklin, Reverend Bill Breeden
with the UU Children’s Choir and members of Earth Kin
Come share in a quiet, reflective service celebrating the returning sun. We will enjoy music
provided by the Children's Choir (directed by Jill Courtney) and will join together in a candlelit spiral
procession as we reconnect with the earth and its natural cycles.

Friday, December 24, 2010
Away in a Manger

4:00 p.m.

Reverend Mary Ann Macklin

Interactive Nativity worship designed for families with young children, yet welcoming to all ages.

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 7:00 p.m.
Reverend Mary Ann Macklin and Reverend Bill Breeden
A traditional Unitarian Universalist Christmas Eve service, with readings and special music from
our Choir. Candle lighting and "Silent Night" will be included.

Meditative Service

9:00 p.m.

Reverend Bill Breeden

A service of sharing Christmas joys and memories in an informal style. Candle lighting and
"Silent Night" will be included.
The Prologue is published on the first and third Mondays of each month, with exceptions, by the Unitarian Universalist Church
of Bloomington, Indiana, Inc., 2120 N. Fee Ln, Bloomington, IN 47408-1646. December 6, 2010 Issue. Edited by Carol Marks,
Church Administrator.
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GREEN SPACES
If we can DREAM it,
we can DO IT!
WHAT IS GREEN SPACES?
Green Spaces is an exciting initiative to renew and improve our indoor and outdoor spaces while making
them green, accessible, and welcoming. Green Spaces puts Seeking the Spirit, Building Community, and
Changing the World into action.

WHAT DOES THE GREEN SPACES PLAN ENCOMPASS?
Green Spaces includes the entire building and grounds and long range financial planning. There are three
major parts: Renew, Reinvest and Reach Out.

RENEW: Making repairs and improving beauty and functionality
Fellowship Hall and Library: Have you noticed the new carpet in Fellowship Hall? This is a taste of Green Spaces!
The carpet, purchased in consultation with the Green Sanctuary Task Force, is made up of environmentally friendly carpet
tiles. Fellowship Hall will get new windows and doors, brighter and more efficient lighting, improved sound and reduced
window glare. Changes to the library will include new windows, carpet and lighting.
Courtyard: We took your ideas to a landscape architect for help in making our most highly used outdoor area
beautiful and accessible. The proposed plan preserves safe child play space, removes overgrown bushes, fixes drainage
problems, and adds an outdoor kitchen, patio, covered pavilion, and low maintenance native plantings. We are pricing
permeable paving. See the plan on the back!
Entire Church Site: The overall exterior plan provides a sidewalk that encircles the entire building, well-marked and
accessible entrances, improved traffic flow, coordinated signage and more bike racks. See the plan on the back!

REINVE$T: Creating Building Maintenance, Social Justice and Future Growth
Funds
Building Maintenance Fund: To be good green citizens, we need a maintenance fund ($40 – 60,000) tied to a 20year maintenance schedule so that we can make smart green decisions instead of desperate emergency ones about repairs,
replacements and upkeep. Green choices can be more expensive initially, but they lead to cost and earth savings over time.
Social Justice: We recommend that 5% of the Green Spaces capital campaign go to our Social Justice Fund (SJF).
Since 1999, our congregation has awarded SJF grants of $1,000-$4,000 each to support Bloomington’s Interfaith Winter
Shelter, Habitat for Humanity’s interfaith build, Shalom Center, Stepping Stones, and Templeton School’s Family Market
and others. Smaller grants assisted the choir’s travel to Wabash Correctional Facility, our Green Sanctuary Task Force and
Monroe County United Ministries (MCUM).
Future Growth Fund: To build our community and welcome religious liberals seeking a spiritual home, we need to
be in a strong position to acquire additional property, enlarge the building or reduce our mortgage. This fund will help put
those dreams within reach.

December 6, 2010

Page 5

REACH OUT: Making our church welcoming and accessible
At the heart of our church is the work we do for others and our ability to welcome the religiously homeless. Reach
Out refers to making our church more welcoming and accessible by: 1) improving Meeting Room sound quality and control,
2) providing well-marked and covered entrance/drop-off areas, and 3) displaying our social and spiritual diversity through
art.
Sound Improvements: The Sound Committee is working closely with a sound consultant to improve sound quality
in the Meeting Room. Electrical improvements will also be completed.

WHAT’S NEXT!

Proposed Courtyard Plan:

This winter the Green Spaces committee
will gather cost estimates and establish
construction phases.
Architect Steve Miller will design doors,
windows and any place where the exterior
and interior connect.
Our interior design coordinators will
continue research on energy efficient
lighting and window coverings.
In March we’ll launch a Green Spaces
Capital Campaign in conjunction with the
annual Stewardship Campaign.
On May 1 we will celebrate the conclusion
of the capital and stewardship campaigns
and the 20th anniversary of our
congregational quilt.
By summer we plan to start excavation,
drainage work and construction!

Proposed Church Site Plan:
LOOK FOR THESE SPECIAL
WORSHIP SERVICES:
March 27 “Seek the Spirit” with UUA
President Rev. Peter Morales preaching and
special music;
April 3 “Change the World” with a Social
Justice emphasis
April 10 “Build Community” with special
Gospel music
Please contact us with any questions or comments at
greenspaces@uubloomington.org and keep an eye on our
information board in the Commons!

December 6, 2010
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Our Folks…
Our prayers and sympathy are with Charlotte and Andrew Appel and their family upon the death
last week of Charlotte’s father. He was a lifelong Unitarian Universalist who helped found a UU
fellowship in Frederick, Maryland, during the McCarthy era, and he was a supportive member of
Emerson UU Church in Houston, Texas.

UU Children's Choir Upcoming Schedule
New singers, Kindergarten-6th grade, are always welcome!
Contact: Jill Courtney, UU Children’s Choir Director: jcourtne@mccsc.edu
Sun. Dec. 12: 10:30-11:00 Rehearse for 12/21 Winter Solstice Service, Rm 210
Sun. Dec. 19: 10:30-11:00 Rehearse for 12/21 Winter Solstice Service, Rm 210
Tues. Dec. 21: Sing for Winter Solstice Family Service (Rehearse at 6:00pm for
the 6:30 evening service).

Chalice Circles, the exciting program of small group ministry in our congregation,
is looking for a few deep listeners. The focus of each Chalice Circle meeting is a topic
that serves as a springboard into reflection on deeper issues of who we are and what
gives our lives meaning. At the core of each session is deep listening. Questions are
posed and each person responds in turn. The other participants provide the speaker
with rapt attention. They don’t ask questions; they don’t give advice – they listen deeply.
For more information about our Chalice Circles, contact Alan Backler, 340-1323 or at
abackler@aol.com

Ready to become a member of UU Bloomington?
If this is your community, if you feel at home here, join us! If you would like to make the
commitment and become a member of UU Bloomington, the next membership ceremony
is Sunday, December 19th, between the services, at 10:30am in Room 207B. (Please
note: We recommend participation in our "Exploring UU" class prior to signing the
book.) To make arrangements to sign the Membership Book, please contact Judy
Bennett, Membership Coordinator, at 812-331-4181 or memcoord@uubloomington.org,
no later than Wednesday, December 16th.
WALNUT SHELL out some cash for a Kroger, Marsh/O’Malia’s or Bloomingfoods grocery
card? They make checking out at fast and easy and the congregation benefits from your
purchases!

Attendance and Offering
Sun, Nov 21, 9:15: 161;
11:15: 219; RE: intergen Total: 380
Sun, Nov 28, 9:15: 100;
11:15: 179; RE: 84
Total: 363
Sun, Dec 5, 9:15:
94;
11:15: 203; RE: N/A
Total: 297
Sun, 11/21 non-pledge offering: $551; Sun, 11/28 non-pledge offering: $436; Sun, 12/5 non-pledge offering: $532
Total to People and Animal Learning Services: $388
Our members voted in June 2010 to give 25% of our Sunday non-pledge offerings to People & Animal Learning
Services, to help with its work in our community.

Congregational Meeting this Sunday, December 12, 2010 4:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room
All members are encouraged to attend. Childcare provided.
December 6, 2010
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Fellowship For Families
Saturday, Jan 22 and Sunday, April 3, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Try
this out! Want to get better acquainted with other parents and children,
want to enjoy interacting with children?
On each date, hosts will provide their homes for simultaneous
family-friendly gatherings. All participating will provide the potluck dishes
and have this time to get better acquainted.
Everyone is invited, whether adults (of any age, with or
without children), youngsters, children, toddlers, and babes. Registration forms are now available at
church or from the coordinator, Dixie Welch, deejaywelch@gmail.com

Fellowship Potluck Dinners Recommence in January
If you would like to be included in these monthly potlucks in the homes of
your friends in the congregation, sign up either by completing and returning a form
from a literature rack on Sunday or by sending a message to Dixie Welch,
deejaywelch@gmail.com. These potlucks get rave reviews from participants!

Holiday Art Fair and Bazaar: Kudos and Thanks to All!
The 52nd annual UU Holiday Art Fair and Bazaar is now a sweet, if snowy,
memory. Our preliminary numbers were down from last year, but we still managed to take
in around $13,500 in spite of Saturday’s snowy weather. Our spirit of community,
however, shone as bright as springtime. The Bazaar Committee would like everybody to
know that well over 100 people signed up for and worked one or more volunteer shifts during the twoday bazaar, and dozens and dozens more baked cookies, bread, and cakes, prepared preserves and
jellies, made gallons of soups and tons of pies, donated books, knitted hats and scarves, dug up
wonderful White Elephant treasures, shifted chairs, pushed brooms, scrubbed pots, put up flyers, and
helped in innumerable small and large ways. Extra thanks go to the Chalice Circles who volunteered all
over the place, from set up to wintry tear down, proving yet again that many hands make light work. We
wish we could thank you all personally. And we wish we could tell you how many visitors we had, but
everyone agrees it was certainly many hundreds, and for many of them it was a happy discovery of UU
hospitality. So warmest thanks to all who worked, played, purchased, or just hung out – And greetings
of the season from your grateful Bazaar Committee.
–Julie Lawson and Joanne Henriot, Bazaar Co-chairs

Silver and Gold Sunday Brunch Group
Join the Silver and Gold Sunday Brunch Groups and make new friends.
Three ―newcomers‖ will be matched with three ―old timers‖ to form a group that
will get together to share a meal after services on three occasions. Visitors,
Friends, and Members, singles and couples are invited to sign up. Brunches
will be held between January and May, and in June there will be a pot-luck at
the church for all participants. Brunch may be held in a home or a restaurant.
Home hosts provide the main dish and guests bring side dishes. If the group agrees, a host may
choose to have the group eat in a restaurant (pay for your own meal). A host and start-up date will be
assigned for the first meal and then the group will set their own sites, dates and times. This event is
designed for those ages 14 and older. Family-friendly events for children include Family Worship and
Fellowship for Families meals. Brochures will be available in the Commons on Sundays, and at the
kiosk in Fellowship Hall in November and December. For questions please contact Judy Bennett,
Membership Coordinator 332-3695 memcoord@uubloomington.org
December 6, 2010
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UUs Changing the World
Feed Our Hungry Neighbors
Next Bounty-Full Sunday is January 2. Current needs at Monroe County United Ministries: canned
meats: chicken, salmon, stew; canned vegetables: tomatoes, beets, carrots, greens, potatoes; crackers,
especially saltines; instant potatoes and other potato sides; desserts: baking mixes, cookies. MCUM can
also use paper grocery bags for the food pantry.
Many thanks to all of you who contributed Holiday Food Baskets to MCUM this year. Our
congregation’s response to this effort was very generous and heartwarming!

Prison Ministry Clothes Collection
From our clothes collection we donated about 200 pounds of clothes to Monroe County Jail. They
continue to need used Large and Ex Large clothes. Contact Bob Taylor, 336-1234

Community Connections: Our faith in action in the community
Help Middle Way House WIN $250,000!
Middle Way House has a chance to win funding through the Pepsi Challenge, and is asking for your
vote online. Please log on and vote for Middle Way House every day in December (or at least as many days
as you are on your computer). The first time is a little complicated to sign-in but return visits are a snap.
Step 1: Get registered – go to www.refresheverything.com, click on "sign in" (lower left corner)
and follow the various prompts to get yourself registered.
Step 2: Go to the MWH voting page by going to the empty search box in the upper right corner and
type in "middle way house." Our project page begins with "Put a roof over the heads...."
Step 3: Scroll to the bottom and click on the "vote for this idea" button, and you're all done.
Subsequent days are much easier. Simply go to www.refresheverything.com/middlewayhouse and sign
in. Scroll to the bottom and click on the "vote for this idea" button. You can also text "104741" to Pepsi
(73774) (standard text messaging rates apply).
The more people voting for Middle Way, the greater the chance they have of receiving this
much-needed grant. Thank you! -- Nancy Richman, VP, MWH Board of Directors,
nrichman618@gmail.com

Middle Way House Needs Used Electronics
Are you upgrading your computer, laptop, or TV at this holiday time? Sandy Taylor is collecting
these working items for single moms of low income and for Middle Way House; please call her at 812-3361234 if you can donate.

Team Ministry
Our congregation is served by a ministry team: Rev. Mary Ann Macklin and Rev. Bill Breeden. Each
minister serves the entire congregation; each has specific areas of focus.

Ministers’ Availability
Rev. Macklin’s regular day off is Tuesday. On call M, W, F afternoons, and Thursdays
macklin@uubloomington.org, mobile: 812-322-0205
Rev. Breeden’s regular day off is Thursday. On call M, T, W, F
breeden@uubloomington.org, mobile: 812-360-1779

Membership Coordinator Availability
Membership Coordinator Judy Bennett will be available at church in the meditation room (207b) on
Thursdays 9am-11am. If you have questions please come by. Her email is memcoord@uubloomington.org.
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