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Seeking the Spirit
September 14, 2009
TIME VALUE! Please deliver by Sept. 16
Return Service Requested

Monday, September 14, 2009

Building Community

Changing the World

Sunday, September 20, 2009
9:15 and 11:15 a.m.
Untaming the Samaritan: Re-telling Jesus' Most Controversial Parable
Reverend Andy Burnette
This is no goody-two-shoes story. In fact, the theology behind it may have led some
people to kill. We'll unwrap the language in the Gospel of Luke and allow this radical parable
to speak in our time. (Rev. Burnette is serving as our sabbatical minister while Rev. Breeden
is away. Rev. Burnette also serves the UU Congregation of Hendricks County, in Danville,
Indiana.)

Sunday, September 27, 2009
9:15 and 11:15 a.m.
Forgiveness, Self Forgiveness and Secret Postcards
Reverend Mary Ann Macklin
As we near the end of the Jewish High Holy Days (Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New
Year, begins at sundown, September 18, and Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement begins at
sundown, Sunday evening, September 27) we will explore again the mysterious journey of
forgiveness. Special emphasis this year will be on self-forgiveness. Author Paul Boese
suggests ―Forgiveness does not change the past, but it does enlarge the future.‖
Autumnal Greetings will be offered.
Kenya Fundraiser Lunch and Forum Sunday,
Sept. 20, 1-3 p.m. This fundraiser will benefit
Ndethya wa Ngutethya women’s cooperative in
Kenya, featuring Kenyan cuisine, music, and a film
presentation from the recent trip congregation
members made to Kenya. African and Africaninspired jewelry, baskets, and cloth items will be
available for sale. Lunch will be $5.00 per person.
--Jason Blankenship, International Outreach Task
Force
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MAM’s Meanderings

Sabbatical Scoop #8

In the worship service on September 13,
Paul Lane and I addressed the topics of
spiritual eldering, age and aging. During the
sermon, I announced that our Elder Focus
Task Force will be offering a ―Nursing Home
Visits 101‖ workshop on October 3rd from
10:00am to 11:30am in our church library.
Clarke Miller (former Nursing Home
Administrator) and I will facilitate this
workshop as a means to educate, support
and encourage those who might be
interested in making visits to our
congregation members who are in nursing
homes. We hope that those who are already
making such visits will also join us, so we
can share together the rewards and
challenges of this ministry. As I said in my
sermon, ―Visiting a nursing home is not an
easy task; some of the the harshness of
aging is hidden away in these facilities.‖ Our
society, akin to the aims of young
Siddhartha’s father, often isolates those who
are ill or aging from our view.
When I asked one of our regular nursing
home visitors why she kept a visit to the
nursing home as a regular practice despite
her busy schedule, Kathy Sideli replied,
―Even when caring for my husband Dan at
home, that one hour a week has always
been a cherished one for me, since it helps
me focus on how people need to feel valued
up until the end, and how we must make
time for them. And I saw how much visitors
meant to Dan when they were his main
contact with the world.‖ Please sign up for
the October 3rd workshop by contacting me
(macklin@uubloomington.org) or sign up at
the Elder Task Force Table at the Getting
Involved Fair on September 20.
Peace, MAM, Reverend Mary Ann Macklin

Many thanks to volunteers who have offered
home hospitality to our visiting ministers this
fall. We’re happy to welcome Reverend Andy
Burnette back to our pulpit in coming weeks.
We also look forward to visits from three former
ministers of this congregation in October as
part of our 60th year anniversary as a
congregation. To help celebrate, the
Sabbatical Committee in collaboration with the
Program Team will host Saturday afternoon
receptions prior to each former minister’s
Sunday in our pulpit. These informal
receptions are meant to give those with a
connection to our former ministers a chance to
visit, remember times gone by, and catch up.
Newer members of the congregation are urged
to participate as a way of deepening ties to this
rich intergenerational community and the story
of this church.
Dates of Former Minister Visits and Planned
Reception Events:
10/4 Bill Murry preaching
Reception: Saturday, October 3rd 4:00 PM
10/18 John Young preaching
Reception: Saturday, October 17th 4:00 PM
10/25 Bruce Johnson preaching
Reception: Saturday, October 24th 4:00 PM
Reverend David Johnson will be with us
November 29th with a Saturday reception
planned for him on November 28th.
Some of you have asked about making
donations to Reverend Breeden’s sabbatical
fund. Donations, in honor of the ministry Bill
Breeden has given so generously to this
congregation over the years, will be warmly
welcomed. These will surely enhance his
travels throughout Mexico and Central America
and wherever his spirit leads him. Sabbatical
fund donations can be made by sending a
check to: UU Church with Reverend Breeden
Sabbatical on the memo.
Thanks from the Sabbatical Committee:
Beth Lodge-Rigal, Lloyd Orr, Jason Hill
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Community Connections
Our faith in action in the community
Permaculture Design Course Starts Oct 16
Permaculture is an empowering foundation for
transitional and regenerative work. This course
provides tools for responding to economic and
ecological instability to create thriving
communities. At the Friends Meeting House
Friday evenings, Saturday all day, and Sunday
afternoons on Oct. 16-18, Oct. 30-Nov. 1, Nov.
13-15, Feb. 19-21 and March 5-7. The cost is
$750 (or $700 if paid by 9/15). Contact Rhonda
Baird at 812-323-1058 or
rk.baird[at]yahoo[dot]com.

Ministers’ Availability

congregation; each has specific areas of
focus. Rev. Breeden is on sabbatical
through mid-December.

New Church Directory Coming
We will be creating a new church directory in
October. Please be sure to update your
address, email, and phone info by October
22, to Ginger Ko at office@uubloomington.org.
If you would be willing to read the directory
online, instead of receiving a paper copy in
the mail, please let us know. It will save $$.

Women’s Alliance Meets
October 1

Rev. Macklin’s regular day off is Tuesday.
On call M, W, F afternoons, and Thursdays
macklin@uubloomington.org
mobile phone: 812-322-0205
Rev. Breeden is on sabbatical, Aug-Dec 2009.

The Women’s Alliance will meet October 1 in
Fellowship Hall. The meeting begins with a
brown bag luncheon at 11:30 a.m.;
beverages and desserts will be available.
Guests are always welcome.

Sabbatical Minister Rev. Burnette’s
Office Hours

Chalice Coffee Houses Are
Returning, October 30

Fridays:
September 18, 9:00 – 12:00 noon
October 16th, 9:00 – 12:00 noon
November 20th, 9:00 – 12:00 noon

Membership Coordinator
Availability
Membership Coordinator Judy
Bennett will be available at church
in the meditation room (207b) on Thursdays
9am-11am. If you have questions please
come by. Her email is
memcoord@uubloomington.org.

Team Ministry
Our congregation is served by a ministry
team: Rev. Mary Ann Macklin and Rev. Bill
Breeden. Each minister serves the entire

Mark your calendars so you don’t miss the
fun! Friday, October 30th 7:30pm- 9:00pm in
Fellowship Hall will be the first of four Coffee
Houses planned for your relaxation and
entertainment. Come and meet your UU
friends for refreshments, listen to good live
music, and hear words of wisdom from some
of our poets-in-residence. Children are
welcome! Future dates are November 20th,
January 29th and February 26th.
Judy Bennett, Membership Coordinator

Art in the Windows
John Crosby’s carved and painted ducks will
be on display in the Meeting Room windows
through the month of September.
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UUs Changing the World
Feed Our Hungry
Neighbors
Next Bounty-Full
Sunday is Oct 4
Current needs at
Monroe County United
Ministries: soups,
especially vegetable, pasta, canned meat chicken, beef, spam, potatoes - canned, dried,
instant. Many thanks for your generous
donations; we collected 96 pounds of food on
Sunday, September 6.

Rebuild
Damaged
New Orleans
Homes
The Katrina
Relief Task Force took 10 volunteers to New
Orleans to rebuild damaged houses,
September 13-20 last year, and another 14 in
March of this year. The work we did is
described in a 10-minute mini-documentary at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6w3C4Mb02
Cs. If you would like to go with us as a building
volunteer October 3-10, contact David
Parkhurst. If you would like to make a
contribution to support this effort, taxdeductible donations can be made with checks
sent to the church, payable to the UU Church
of Bloomington, with "Katrina Relief" in the
memo line. The Church address
is 2120 N Fee Lane, Bloomington, 474081646. David Parkhurst, 333-2945, or by email, nola.dfp@comcast.net

CROP WALK (Communities Responding
to Overcome Hunger) OCTOBER 18
Please mark your calendars for the CROP
Walk on Sunday, October 18, starting at 2:00
p.m. at Monroe County United Ministries. We
need walkers and donations to the walkers.

Last year we raised $746.50 for distribution to
Community Kitchen, Hoosier Hills Food Bank,
MCUM, Mother Hubbard's Cupboard and
Shalom Community Center. You may sign up
to walk or to make donations to the walkers,
on Sundays in the Commons between
services, beginning September 27. Let's help
eliminate hunger in Monroe County!
--Harriet Pfister, for the Hunger Task Force

Vegetable Donations Welcome
Plant-A-Row still needs your extra garden
vegetables, fruits and herbs to share them
with those in need. Drop them off at Sunday
Service in the bin near the Social Justice table.
So far, we have donated over 48 pounds of
produce to Mother Hubbard's Cupboard! Thank
you to everyone who has contributed so far.
Support Unitarian
Universalist
Friends of Lotus
LAST CHANCE to
get some FREE
PUBLICITY for our congregation and cosponsor the Lotus World Music and Arts
Festival (Sept 24-27) at the same time! Join
the International Outreach Task Force and
annual UU Lotus supporters to support our
shared values of cultural diversity, acceptance,
and Love made manifest through the power of
music.
- Make Checks payable to: ―LEAF‖
- Please be sure to write: "UU Friends of Lotus"
on the memo line
- Send donations to: Deborah Klein, LEAF,
Development Director, 103 N. College Ave.,
Bloomington, IN 47402 (336-6599 /
dklein@bluemarble.net)
- Deb Hutton (334-4103/ huttond@indiana.edu)
The Prologue
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Special Guest in
Religious Education
on
Lotus Weekend,
September 27
On Lotus weekend, Religious Education
gives teachers a break and invites a special
guest. On September 27, Wildcare will be
bringing an Arctic Fox to visit us, for all ages
to see and learn about.
--Cindy Port, Director of Religious Education
--Rev. Emily Manvel Leite, Minister of
Religious Education

Knitters Help Support Monroe
County United Ministries
Remember when you plan your fall knitting to
donate some items for the Hunger Task
Force’s Bazaar booth. Proceeds from sales
of knitted goods at the Holiday Art Fair and
Bazaar in December will be given to Monroe
County United Ministries. –Catherine Shipp

Gourmet Galaxy Needs Your
Help At The Bazaar
The 51st annual Holiday Art Fair and Bazaar
is December 4th and 5th, so it’s time again to
look up your favorite recipes and get ready to
donate your specialty to the Gourmet
Galaxy. Homemade candies such as rum
balls, peanut brittle and divinity are sure hits.
Jams, chutneys and relishes sell well as do
cakes, all kinds of breads, and other baked
goods. Start baking and freezing to get
ahead. Let’s make this the best year yet!
--Denise Ogren

More UUs Changing the World
CFL's on Sale for $1 Each
The Green Sanctuary Task Force has set a
goal of selling 350 compact fluorescent light
bulbs (CFLs) by October 25 to promote and
support the mission of 350.org and the
International Day of Action on Climate
Change on October 24. Why 350? 350 parts
per million of CO2 is considered to be the safe
upper limit of atmospheric CO2. Help us
reach that goal by stopping by the coffee table
between services and stocking up on CFLs.
They're great for gifts too!
Food Inc. Film October 18
Food Inc. is a powerful documentary on the
industrial food system, revealing surprising -and often shocking truths -- about what we
eat, how it's produced, who we have become
as a nation and where we are going from here.
In light of the UUA study action issue, Ethical
Eating, the Green Sanctuary Task Force
encourages you to watch this film. Sunday,
October 18 at 5 pm and 7 pm at the Buskirk
Chumley Theater.

Wonder how to
get involved?
Come to the Getting
Involved Fair on Sunday,
September 20 following
both services. Tables will
be set up by groups and
committees which welcome your
participation. Browse the groups, listen to
their activities, eat special snacks, meet new
friends. This is a great opportunity for new
friends and visitors to see the wide variety of
activities available and to talk with folks from
these groups.
The Prologue
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Do you enjoy friendly
fellowship while taking a cup
of coffee or tea in Fellowship
Hall on Sunday morning?
If so, please consider taking a
turn on the Java Crew. They are
the ones who bring you the hospitality in
Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings. If
making coffee and cleaning up sounds like
more than you can handle, we are also
looking for 2-3 people who can email and call
crew members. Sign up for either of these at
the Getting Involved Fair on Sunday or on
the Java Crew board in Fellowship Hall.
Training in the brewing process is available
the 1st Sunday of every month adeptly
handled by Mary Andrus-Overly and Don
Halford. Andrea Murray and Scott Burgins
will be available to provide training in clean
up duties.
Deanna Lahre, Joanne Henriot, Anne
Haynes and Jackie Hall are looking at
options to streamline the coffee hour
processes – if you have suggestions, please
contact one of them.
It takes 7 or 8 people every Sunday to
keep our tradition of coffee hour a happening
affair. We hope you will consider joining the
Java Crew – you will have fun, meet new
people, and have the gratitude of the whole
congregation.

Life Stories Wednesday Group
Welcomes More Members
We'd still love to have a couple more
members for our life stories writing group.
We meet the first Wednesday of each month
at church from 3 – 5 p.m. Contact Barb
Backler 876-8368 or bbackler@indiana.edu if
you'd like to sign up.

Touched by Cancer
Support Group to Begin Oct. 11

UU Children's Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, Sept. 27th!

Our congregation’s Caring Committee is
offering a group for cancer survivors. This
group will provide space and time for
persons who have experienced or are
experiencing cancer first-hand. The group
will be facilitated by Will Watt and Ian
Woollen who are both cancer survivors and
local therapists. The group will meet the
second Sunday of each month, October 11
through May 9, (6:30pm to 8:00pm).
Please contact Ginger Ko in the church
office, office@uubloomington.org to register.
Space is limited to 12 participants. If you
have questions, please contact either Ian
Woollen (339-5655) or Will Watt (829-7255).

Calling all children in Kg- 6th grade who like
to sing! We will have our next set of
rehearsals in preparation for singing at the
Wed. evening Family Worship on Oct.
7th. New & returning singers are always
welcome! If you can't make this set of
rehearsals, keep watching the Prologue for
info on future singing opportunities. The
UU Children's Choir sings in several services
per year, with a set of 2-4 rehearsals
in preparation for each performance. When
scheduled, rehearsals are usually Sunday
mornings between the services, with an
occasional Thursday evening practice.
Upcoming schedule below; questionscontact Jill Courtney; jcourtne@mccsc.edu
or 330-8829.
Sun. 9/27: 10:15-11am, Library
(rehearse for 10/7)
Sun. 10/4: 10:15-11am, Library
(rehearse for 10/7)
Wed. 10/7: Sing in Family Service: dinner
@ 5:30, singers meet briefly prior to
service @ 6:00 in Meeting Rm.

Harvest
Ingathering
Lunch
September 30
Everyone is
welcome to the
HARVEST INGATHERING sponsored by the
Elder Focus Task Force on Wednesday,
September 30th from 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall. Main dish and drinks will
be provided. Please bring a salad, side dish
or dessert if you're able. We'll explore some
of the topics that came up at the May Elder
Brunch. RSVP to Barb Backler
(bbackler@indiana.edu or 876-8368
*Also note: If you'd like your name to be
added to the Elder Focus mailing list, all
you have to do is let Barb Backler know.*
The Prologue is published on alternate Mondays with
exceptions by the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Bloomington, Indiana, Inc., 2120 N. Fee Ln, Bloomington, IN
47408-1646. September 14, 2009 Issue. Edited by
Carol Marks, Church Administrator
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Earth Kin Autumnal Equinox
September 19
Join us as the Wheel of the Year turns, light
and dark are in balance, and the New
Moon urges us to begin anew again. We will
gather in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00pm
to prepare for the celebration which begins at
7:30pm. If the weather is nice, we will cast
circle in the courtyard. This is the time to
celebrate all that we have harvested this
growing season and to strive to bring our
lives into balance just as the light and dark of
the season of the year are in balance. To
observe the New Moon which takes place on

September 18th, we will take some time to
do some healing moon magic as we embark
on another cycle of our monthly journey with
the Lady of the Night.
This celebration is open to all members and
friends of this congregation. Children
who are old enough to understand the
meaning of the celebration are welcome to
attend. Childcare will be provided 7:15-9:15
p.m. in Room 108 for younger children. You
are invited to bring food to share at the feast
after the celebration. You are also invited to
bring canned food to donate to the Food
Bank. In this time of the harvest that is so
rich for so many of us, this is a small way we
can share our abundance. Fall flowers,
garden produce, and other signs of the
season are always welcome to decorate the
space and altar. Many Blessings to you all.
Beckie Wagner (elmbeckie@yahoo.com)

Books More Than 3 Months
Overdue To Fuchs Library
The library committee would like to have the
following books returned. The suggested
loan period is 30 days. Those listed below
have been out from 3 months to one year.
Please return the books to the blue basket
on the library shelf.
The Spiral Staircase, by Karen Armstrong. Sins
of the Scripture, by John Spong. Meeting Jesus
Again for the First Time, Marcus Borg. The
Historical Jesus, by John Crossan. The UU
Pocket Guide, c#6, & #4 by John Beuhrens. A
Chosen Faith, John Buehrens (4 copies are
overdue). UU- A Narrative History, by David
Bumbaugh. Living Buddha, Living Christ, by
Thich Nhat Hanh. The Tibetan Book of Living and
Dying, by Rinpoche. The Reinvention of Work,
by Matthew Fox. William Wordsworth, by Russell
Noyes. On Her Own Ground, by A’Lelia Bundles.
The Prologue
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Fellowship Potluck Dinner
Sunday, Sept. 20, 5:00 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall. We hope you are
planning to attend. Let me know so there
will be enough tables set up. E-mail Dixie at
deejaywelch@gmail.com or call
812-339-1075.
This is a potluck and you don’t need to be
a gourmet cook to contribute a tasty dish.
If your last name falls at the beginning of the
alphabet...might I suggest you bring a salad
or vegetable dish.
If in the middle, appetizer, bread or other
simple finger food.
If near the end, how about a nice dessert.
Any are welcome to bring a main course,
of course: a simple casserole or your favorite
chili or stew.
Bring your own table setting. Tea will be
provided. You are welcome to bring your
own beverage.
Childcare for this event was not requested.
NOTE: Registrations must be received by
Sept. 23rd if you want to be included in
the October round of dinners.
Dixie Welch, Fellowship Dinners
Attendance
Sun, Sep 6, 9:15: 104; 11:15: 186;

RE: 120
Total: 410
Sun, Sep 13, 9:15: 117; 11:15: 200; RE: 126
Total: 443
Sun, Sep 6 non-pledge offering:
$ 492
Sun, Sep 13 non-pledge offering:
$ 600
Total to Crestmont Boys & Girls Club
$ 273

Join the Choir!
Interested singers are always welcome to
come to rehearsals on Thursday nights, 78:30 in the Meeting Room. For further
information about choir policies and
schedules, see the choir wiki on the Adult
Choir page of the website, or email Music

Director Susan Swaney
(music@uubloomington.org).
It's a great seat for seeing the UU kids!

Envelopes for Your Pledge
Checks From time to time members ask
for a privacy envelope to place their pledge
check in before putting it the offering basket.
We have provided some envelopes for this
purpose in the literature rack in the foyer
outside the Meeting Room.

UU Wednesday Walkers / Come
Walk and Talk The Wednesday
Walkers invite you to join them for exercise
and conversation. We meet at the church
parking lot at 10 a.m. each Wednesday and
either walk from the church or drive to a
nearby location. The walks will be about one
hour long. All are welcome. Questions:
contact Denise Ogren, 336 6597 or
dogren@comcast.net.

Tuesday 9K Walk September 22
Don Halford organizes a 9K walk every
Tuesday. If you would like to participate,
contact Don, dhalford@acm.org

Minister Message:
November 22, 2009
Leadership 101
On Sunday, November 22, 2009, we will
have a ―Leadership 101 Training‖ from
3:00pm to 5:00pm Fellowship Hall. This
looks like it will be a great training! Mark
your calendars now. More details to come.
Thanks, Reverend Mary Ann Macklin
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My Third Year to
Participate
As our congregation grew,
so did our ways of keeping
in touch with members.
Small groups seemed one way to become
more than surface involved with about ten
members and friends. This year is the fourth
year for Chalice Circles and my third year to
participate. Each year has been rewarding
and different. Listening is a major
component of Chalice Circles. It took
concentration on my part to truly listen and
absorb what the individual was saying. What
happens in the Chalice Circle stays in the
Chalice Circle. Each session has a special
topic and participants are asked to respond
or not, depending on comfort level, to two or
three key questions. Each session is unique
but builds on continuity. I treasure my two
years of Chalice Circles. The groups were
different—but that’s nothing new to UU’s.
We got to know each other in the sessions
and also in the community and church
projects. Deciding on the right projects for
the group was thought-provoking. Doing the
projects was very rewarding. I felt a sense of
power when we helped. Our Chalice Circle
made a difference within the church and in
the community.
Chalice Circles may be the right avenue for
you to get closer to others, develop
friendships and to do needed service
projects. It is for me. Jan Skinner

Thanks for All Your Help at Iftaar
Nearly 300 people attended this year's
Ramadan Iftaar dinner, marking the
10th anniversary of our church hosting this
event. It was an exciting and spirited

evening. More than a dozen countries -- and
their ethnic foods -- are regularly represented
at this dinner. Thanks to all the organizers
and volunteers for their hard work, the cooks
for their great food, and to the church
community for your wholehearted support of
this celebration of diversity.

Our Folks…
Tim Slack’s son Adam and his family
need help recovering from a recent fire that
destroyed their home in Nashville,
Tennessee. No one was injured but the
family lost everything. Immediate needs are
for clothing. Donations of clothing may be
brought to the church on Sunday, Sept. 27.
Adam - (Tim's son) Shirt – Med., Pants - 32 x 32
Frankie - (daughter-in-law) size 10
Travis - (grandson) wears a boys 12 or 14 with a
shoe size of men's 9
Maddie and Sam - (granddaughters) girls size
10 - 12
Sarilda - (granddaughter) Juniors size 3 - 4

For details, please contact Tim Slack, coyotebear@juno.com
Open invitation to all to enjoy a potluck
dinner at the Gosport Opera House on
Friday, September 18, 7:00 p.m. R.E.
Assistant Becky Johnson and her fiancé will
be hosting this potluck which is open to both
the Beacon Young Adult group and the entire
congregation! Please bring food to share.
149 East Main Street in Gosport.
Congratulations to congregation members
and friends who are involved in Cardinal
Stage Company’s Inherit the Wind, which
plays until September 20. Dylan MarksTechnical Director, Alexandra MorphetCostumes, Susan Swaney-Musical Director,
Gladys DeVane-Actor.
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