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Congregation founded 1949
GLBTQ Welcoming Congregation since 1995
Green Sanctuary since 2007
Seeking the Spirit

Building Our Community

Sunday, May 3, 2009

Changing the World

9:15 and 11:15 a.m.

On Doubt, On Thomas, On Donner & Blitzen
Reverend Mary Ann Macklin
In this worship service we will explore the secret Gospel of Thomas as presented in the
book ―Beyond Belief‖ by religion scholar Elaine Pagels. In a way, this sermon is an addendum
to the Easter sermon ―From Jesus to Christ to Superstar‖ presented by Reverend Macklin, in
which she asked, ―Who were the early followers of Jesus of Nazareth? What were they like?
What did they believe?‖ and ―Why does it matter to us liberal religious seekers in the 21st
century?‖

Wednesday, May 6, 2009

5:30 Dinner 6:15 Worship

Family Worship: May Day Celebration
Rev. Emily Manvel Leite, Tamara Loewenthal, and the Heartland String Band
Put on your spring finery and join us for our annual May Pole Dance! Instruction will be
offered by Tamara Loewenthal, who leads us in truly amazing patterns, and rousing music will be
provided by our own Heartland String Band. Revelers of all ages are welcome. Come at
5:15PM to make a flower crown. 5:30PM: Taco bar dinner begins, $1 per person donation
requested.

Sunday, May 10, 2009

9:15 and 11:15 a.m.

Mixing Things Up Young Religious Unitarian Universalists
What makes our generation different? What is our generation's relationship with
religion? This year's youth service, led by the Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (high
school age youth), will explore these questions in a variety of ways. Take this opportunity to
learn about the future stewards of our planet and their vision for the future.
In this Issue:
Vision and Mission Statements, p. 2
How You Can Find Fulfillment, p. 4
Sound Improvement for the Meeting Room, p. 6
Sabbatical Scoop, Insert Side A
Committee and Task Force Annual Reports due May 15 – to admin@uubloomington.org
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To Be Fully Engaged
New Mission and Vision Statements have
been drafted, based upon the many stories
and responses received during our Shaping
Our Future Together process. The Shaping
Our Future Together [S.O.F.T.] Committee
was formulated under great care in an effort
to collect the core values of our community.
Stories from a vast array of our members
and friends were collected over the past
several years through a variety of venues,
with the intention of determining all that is of
worth. While we are continuing to grow
towards a governance model that will sustain
and support the needs of our active and
growing community, we are fortunate to have
a rich source of information compiled by
S.O.F.T. that establishes a foundation for our
supporting structure. The Board is now in
the process of fully engaging by
implementing this valuable information.
After numerous hours, the Board will soon
be completing the initial task of setting policy
to be used by the Management Team.
Simultaneously, we have been attentive to
areas of visioning and called for a Mission
Statement Task Force of the S.O.F.T.
Committee to review our current Vision and
Mission statements and assess their alliance
with the will of our congregation as a whole.
Our current mission statement (available
on our website) was created 15 years ago, in
1994; experts recommend that mission
statements be reviewed every five years. An
updated version would be more applicable
for our future endeavors. The Mission
Statement Task Force and the Board of
Directors worked collaboratively to establish
criteria using the enormous amount of
gathered information from all of you, to be
used in the final draft of the Mission and
Vision statements.

Multiple objectives were considered in the
process of drafting these statements and we
look forward to sharing these with you at our
Congregational Meeting on June 7. Mostly it
was important that these statements be
useful, applicable and purposeful to the work
and spirit of our congregation. Additionally,
our Vision and Mission statements will serve
as a beacon for meeting the needs of our
community.
We plan to vote on adopting the drafted
Mission and Vision statements at our June
7th Congregational Meeting, to become fully
engaged with our purpose as a
congregational community.
Proposed Vision Statement
Seeking the Spirit
Building Community
Changing the World
Proposed Mission Statement
In this liberal religious community of
inspiration, love and action:
We celebrate life,
We nurture one another,
We care for the earth,
We work for the common good.
The Board would like to thank S.O.F.T. and
the Mission Statement Task Force for their
many hours of work. Most of all, thank you
ALL for lending your voices to our Shaping
Our Future Together.
In Your Service,
GK Rowe
President of the Congregation
Unitarian Universalist Church of
Bloomington, Indiana
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Community Connections
Our faith in action in the community

Fundraiser for Bike and Build Affordable
Housing May 4 Benefit at Noodles &
Company on Kirkwood Monday, May 4, 5:009:00 p.m., to support Abby Mitchell’s bicycle
team, working to raise funds for affordable
housing. They will ride their bikes crosscountry and help build houses in 7 states this
summer.

Women Helping Women May 13
Middle Way House Needs Quilts
In the fall of 2009, Middle Way House will be
opening a new emergency shelter for women
and children escaping domestic violence. A
community project is under way to ask quilters
to donate their talents and to create quilts for
the beds in the new shelter. If you would like
more information about the project being
created by UU quilters, please contact Karla
Kunoff (332-6757), Arzetta Hults Losensky
(824-1394) or Tommie Owens. The UU
quilters have decided to make a simple, twin
size, children’s themed quilt. The next meeting
of the UU quilters is May 13, 2:30-4:30 in
Room 210. Won’t you join us?
Rally in Indianapolis for Health Care
Against the Insurers on May 20 We’ve had
it with higher premiums—affordable healthcare
for all! Rally Wednesday, May 20 at 11:00 a.m.
on Monument Circle, just as WellPoint-Anthem
shareholders exit their annual meeting.
Sponsored by Hoosiers for a Commonsense
Health Plan.

Lunch with a Minister May 12
Bring a brown bag lunch and have lunch and
conversation with Rev. Bill Breeden and
others, Tuesday, May 12 at 12:00 noon,
Fellowship Hall.

When You Go Away…
When you go out of town for vacation and
ask the Post Office to stop your mail, please
be sure to let us know when you return, so
we can re-start your Prologue. The P.O. tells
us when you leave, but they won’t tell us
when you come back. -Carol Marks, Church
Administrator, admin@uubloomington.org

Team Ministry
Our congregation is served by a ministry team:
Rev. Mary Ann Macklin and Rev. Bill Breeden.
Each minister serves the entire congregation;
each has specific areas of focus.

Ministers’ Availability
Rev. Macklin’s regular day off is Tuesday.
On call M, W, F afternoons, and Thursdays
macklin@uubloomington.org
mobile phone: 812-322-0205
Rev. Breeden's regular day off is Thursday.
On call M, W, F mornings, and Tuesdays
breeden@uubloomington.org
mobile phone: 812-360-1779
Rev. Breeden will be on sabbatical Aug-Dec 09

Membership Coordinator Availability
Membership Coordinator Judy Bennett will
be available at church in the meditation room
(207b) on Thursdays 9am-11am. If you have
questions please come by. Her email is
memcoord@uubloomington.org.
Please Mail In Your Pledge Card! The
Finance Committee’s inquiring minds need to
know, as they plan our 09-10 budget!
BULLETIN BOARD
APT. SUBLET AVAIL JUNE 1 Nice upstairs apt
downtown avail June 1-Aug 15. $600/mo. Also
household goods and furniture for sale. Contact
Dylan, d.ocean.marks@gmail.com.
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UUs Changing the World
HELP FEED OUR HUNGRY
NEIGHBORS
Next BountyFull Sunday is
May 3
Current needs at Monroe
County United Ministries:
peanut butter, regular coffee (not decaf),
canned mixed veggies & canned carrots,
canned mandarin oranges, pancake mix &
syrup, crackers, chicken & beef broth, hot
chocolate mix. We have donated 646 lbs so
far this year! Thank you!

Photos of Church Events
Needed ASAP We need photos of the
following events: Ramadan Dinners,
Diversity in Music concerts, All-church
retreats, Intergenerational Worship, Family
Worship, Children’s moments, Outdoor
church events, Maypole dance, Earth Kin
events, and Interfaith Events. If you have any
photos of these events, please send to Rev.
Breeden (breeden@uubloomington.org) or
Rev. Macklin (macklin@uubloomington.org)
by Friday, May 1. These may be used in our
General Assembly workshop or the video
about our church at General Assembly.

Grounds Spring
Clean-up,
Part Two
The Grounds volunteers got a lot done at our
Clean up Saturday a couple of weeks ago,
but there's still more to do. Please join us if
you can on Saturday, May 16 from 9:00am to
noon to rake, mulch, trim, and transplant.
Bring work gloves and your favorite rake and
clippers. Direct questions to John or Julie
Lawson 335-1856.

Green Spaces
Looks at
Sound in the
Meeting Room
The Sound
Committee has
found that the quality of the sound in the
Meeting Room needs improvement in terms
of both speech clarity and music. In
consultation with Tom Yeiser, our expert
sound manager, the Sound Committee has
been evaluating how to make these much
needed improvements.
We have identified two primary areas that
need to be addressed. First, we want to
address the way that sound bounces around
the room. While our Meeting Room is
beautiful, it is covered with hard drywall
which causes sound to reflect and echo,
making the speech sound ―muddy‖. As we
move forward with our planning, the Sound
Committee will work with the Aesthetics
Committee and the congregation to find a
sound treatment that will improve the sound
and be beautiful too. Second, we want to
upgrade our present sound system with
additional speakers so that sound is
consistently good throughout the Meeting
Room. We are excited to be working with
the Green Spaces Initiative, which has been
developing plans for a remodeled courtyard
and other church improvements. In
upcoming Prologues, please look for more
information about the Sound Committee's
plans, along with other components of the
Green Spaces Initiative that will bring vital
improvements to our UU church.

Youth-Led Services
May 10th!
The worship services on Sunday
May 10th will be led by our high
school youth group, the YRUU.
This insightful group of youth always has a
unique perspective to share and is filled with
talent. Join us for this inspirational worship.
Thanks to Adam Leite, Reverend Macklin,
Eve and Sam Cusack and Martha Oakley for
working with YRUU!
May Day Family Worship
Celebrate spring with us on Wednesday,
May 6th for our annual May Pole Dance!
Children are encouraged to come dressed in
their spring finery to join in this Family
Worship led by Rev. Emily Manvel Leite with
help from the Heartland
String Band and dance
caller Tamara
Loewenthal. Visitors
and newcomers are
especially welcome;
come when you can.
Vegan friendly build your
own Taco Bar will be served at 5:30pm, $1
suggested donation per person. Family
Worship begins at 6:15pm and is planned
with young children in mind. At 6:45 we have
cookies and shared clean-up.

Women’s Drumming
Circle Friday, May 8
Women, join us for a spiritual
evening of drumming
and fellowship! Drumming circle for women
on Friday, May 8th from 7 to 9 pm in
Fellowship Hall. All levels of drumming
experience and non-experience are
welcome. Please bring your own drum.
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What Does Membership
Mean?
Becoming a member means that
you are ready to acknowledge
publicly and privately your commitment to the
values, goals and welfare of our
congregation. We ask four things of
members:
1. Share your gifts to help with the work
of the church. Make coffee on a
Sunday morning, join a committee
that you are passionate about, weed
a garden.
2. Find an activity that feeds your soul,
such as Chalice Circles, choir or adult
religious education class.
3. Support the church with your financial
gifts as you are able. 5% of income
is a goal, but any amount is welcome.
4. Attend Congregational Meetings.
(Second Sunday of December, First
Sunday of June) The church is lay
governed and needs members’ input.
Non-members may attend meetings,
but they may not vote.
We recommend that you take the Exploring
UU class to help you make an informed
decision about joining the church. The class
is next available Sunday, May10 and May
17th from 3-5pm. Attendance is requested at
both classes. If you have questions about
joining the church please ask!
Libby DeVoe , Membership Committee
Chair, edevoe@indiana.edu Judy Bennett,
Membership Coordinator,
memcoord @uubloomington.org
The Prologue is published on alternate Mondays with
exceptions by the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Bloomington, Indiana, Inc., 2120 N. Fee Ln, Bloomington, IN
47408-1646. April 27, 2009 Issue. Edited by
Carol Marks, Church Administrator

Exploring UU Class
May 10th and 17th
How were the Unitarians different
from the Universalists? Who
were our heroes and martyrs? Other faiths
have beliefs and principles. What are ours? If
you’re curious about Unitarian Universalism
and thinking about becoming a member, this
is the class for you, scheduled for Sunday,
May 10 and May 17, in the Fuchs Library
from 3-5 pm. Sign up at the welcome table
in the foyer or call Marjorie Crosby at 3392572 or email marjohn28@comcast.net.
Child care available if you reserve by May
1st.

Welcome to our Newest
Members
We warmly welcome the following members,
who signed our Membership Book on
Sunday, April 19: Deano Marti and Heather
Terhune, Ray Fellman and Scott Hogsed.
Deano Marti
Ex-Army Ranger and Gulf War vet, Deano
Marti, moved to Bloomington almost four years
ago from northeast Indiana. In that time he’s
gone to school, made some wonderful friends,
met his fiancée, Heather, discovered his
spiritual side, and generally turned his life
around. Now that he appreciates just how great
life can be, he can’t wait to see what happens
next. Deano enjoys running & lifting weights,
and after he graduates this May, hopes to
increase his service work within the recovery
community.
Heather Terhune
After completing her freshman year at IU,
Heather Terhune knew Bloomington was the
place for her. Eighteen years later it’s truer
than ever. Over the past year she experienced
a spiritual re-birth and luckily found a

community in UU to help her as she continues
on her journey. Heather enjoys her work in
social research at IU and is excitedly looking
forward to her wedding this August when she
officially cements her little family which
includes fiancé, Deano, and their adorable dog,
Coco Betty.

How you can find fulfillment and
great thanks and appreciation in
1-2 hours.
Number 1: Make sure that coffee and clean
mugs are ready on Sunday mornings. Signup for a java crew shift – monthly, quarterly
or now and then – in the kitchen or email
Jackie Hall jmhall@indiana.edu. We need 2
smiling people for each shift: 8-9:15, 9-10:30,
or 10:30-Noon every Sunday. New to the
kitchen? Never fear; Deanna Lahre will be
there to show you the ropes – coffee pots.
For a special challenge and abundant
appreciation, take on the third shift 10:30 to
noon or whenever the cleanup is finished.
Number 2: Pick up bagels on Sunday
morning and bring to church by 8:45 for the
early birds who want a bite to eat before the
first service.
Number 3: We are also looking for a
coordinator(s) for the java-crew – you don’t
even have to make coffee or clean-up just
have access to email and the sign-up sheet
in the kitchen. These wonderful people help
fill the ranks of coffee brewers by emailing
and/or calling people in the java-crew once a
month.
We do need YOUR help for this very
important part of our congregational life!
Sign up on the Java Crew board in
Fellowship Hall on Sundays.
Deanna Lahre (coffee maker extraordinaire),
Dixie Welch (emeritus coordinator), Amy Taylor
(emeritus), Jackie Hall
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Our Folks. . .
A memorial service for Eleanor Auer will be
held here in our Meeting Room on Sunday,
May 10, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. Eleanor passed
away September 28, 2008.
Terry Loucks is recovering at Bell Trace
Health and Living Center from recent
surgery; cards are welcome.

Earth Note:
Newer dishwasher
models are powerful
enough to get the gunk
off, so save water by
skipping the pre-rinse.
Also, Energy Star dishwashers consume
one-third less water than older machines. Try
to reuse the same glass several times before
washing it, and always run the dishwasher
when it's full.
For more: www.sierraclub.org - The Green
Life newsletter (you can subscribe to get
this email newsletter, too)

Video of Van
Jones Lecture
and Fundraiser
Lunch
May 17, 12:30
Join us for a fundraiser lunch to support our
delegates to UUA General Assembly, in
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, May 17 at 12:30
p.m. Lunch is $5.00, veggie and meat
choices. After lunch, we’ll watch a video of
Van Jones, founder of Green for All, and
Special Advisor for Green Jobs, Enterprise
and Innovation on the White House Council
on Environmental Quality, in his 2008 Ware
Lecture at General Assembly in Fort
Lauderdale. He’ll address Green Jobs,

Green Economics, and Youth Leadership.
Childcare provided during video if you
reserve by May 4,
admin@uubloomington.org.

Talent Auction Net Proceeds
Thanks to all who donated, purchased,
worked, cooked, ate and attended the 2009
Art and Talent Auction in March. (Drum
roll...) And the grand total is $11,026.
It is such a warm feeling when so many UU's
work together for a major fundraiser for
the annual budget. We'll be back next year
and asking for your help again. In the
meantime, accept our heartfelt thanks for a
job well done.
--The Art and Talent Auction Committee

Baby Dedication Ceremony on
May 10 The Co-Ministry Team (Reverend
Mary Ann Macklin and Reverend Bill
Breeden) offers services each year to
celebrate the babies of our community with a
dedication ceremony. May 10, 2009 will be
the spring dedication ceremony. A winter
date will be announced later. If you would
like for your baby to be included in the spring
ceremony, contact one of the ministers. The
ceremony will be available for both services.
Please let us know which service (or both,
9:15 or 11:15 a.m.) you would like to
participate in by May 4th. Reverend Mary
Ann Macklin (macklin@uubloomington.org
or 332-3695)

Elder Task Force Brunch May 13
Save the date – Wednesday, May 13th from
10:30 - 12:00 noon. In Fellowship Hall.
Come and hear The Joys of Getting Old (and
the Few Frustrations). Please RSVP to Barb
Backler (backler@bluemarble.net, 876-8368.
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Booktable Sells New and Used
Books On most Sundays between the
services in a corner of the Fellowship Hall
there is a Booktable which sells new and
used books and has a wide selection of
FREE magazines (please help yourself).
New books (on a variety of spirituality-related
topics) are generally acquired from Howard's
Bookstore and are sold at a 10% discount.
Used books (fiction and non-fiction on many
topics) are sold by donation. Please stop by
and visit us. We also carry books for Adult
Religious Education classes. Donations of
used books gladly accepted. The booktable
is staffed by a committee of volunteers, each
of whom works the table about once every
five or six weeks, at your convenience (and
it's a great way to socialize between the
services!) We would gladly welcome a few
more volunteers. Contact Kevin Rottet (3392606) if interested.

Beltane Celebration on May 1
Friday, May 1st at 7:30pm, Earth Kin will
meet in the Fellowship Hall to celebrate the
joyous holiday of Beltane. Weaving our
intentions for our community for this growing
season will be a highlight of the celebration.
Festive clothes, lots of flowers, and spring
fruits all add to the fun of this holiday. Dress
in your finery and bring flowers and food to
share. This celebration is open to any
member or friend of the church.
Attendance
Sun, Apr 19, 9:15: 113; 11:15: 196; RE: intergen
Total: 309
Sun, Apr 26, 9:15: 96 11:15: 176 RE: 112
Total: 383
Sun, Apr 19 non-pledge offering:
$ 516
Sun, Apr 26 non-pledge offering:
$ 619
Total to Volunteers in Medicine:
$ 284

About Charitable Gift Funds

Sabbatical Scoop (3)

The purpose of the Planned Giving
Committee is to strengthen and extend the
mission of our congregation.
Most brokers, mutual funds, and some
banks have Charitable Gift Funds. Jackie
and I have one with Fidelity Investments.
There are important advantages to such
funds for charitable giving. Appreciated
assets donated to the fund escape capital
gains taxes. The income tax deduction is
taken at the time of the donation to the gift
fund. This means that you get both a capital
gains and an income tax deduction. You can
time your donations into the fund to achieve
the greatest tax advantage for yourself. The
Fund earns tax free income and can be
dispersed to any IRS eligible charity at a time
of your choosing.
These funds cannot be used to pay
―pledges‖. However, this IRS regulation
applies only to ―legally binding pledges‖. You
can use these funds to pay your church
pledge. You can write on your pledge card ―I
intend to make a grant of $$ from my
charitable gift fund. Please contact me if you
have questions.
--Lloyd Orr, for the Planned Giving
Committee: Reverend Bill Breeden,
Deb Hutton, Reverend Maryann Macklin,
Lloyd Orr

Many thanks to all who attended our
congregational pot luck on April 26. In
addition to the fabulous turnout, the food and
conversation, the Sabbatical Committee,
Reverend Bill Breeden, and Reverend Mary
Ann Macklin reflected with the group on the
purpose of sabbatical and Reverend
Breeden’s evolving plans for his time away
August 1st through December 13th, 2009. In
our religious community context, sabbaticals
provide

High Impact, Low Commitment
Volunteer Job Want an easy way to
help at church? Come to the Library on
alternate Tuesday mornings, 9-11 a.m.,
when we fold and label The Prologue. We’ll
be folding next on Tuesday, May 12.
Further future folding dates: Weds, May 27,
June 9, June 23, July 7, July 21.
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- opportunities for intentional rest, spiritual
and professional growth for the Minister
- opportunities for the congregation to grow
as well
- opportunities for ministerial and support
staff of the congregation to grow
Sabbaticals prevent burn-out and are a
proactive way for congregations and
ministers alike to maintain harmonious
longer-term relations and offer us the
opportunity for a mutual expression of the
fine spiritual practice of GRATITUDE whereby a congregation gets to share its
gratitude for the minister and the minister is
able to show his/her gratitude for the
generosity of the congregation.
Reverend Breeden shared his plans for a
journey south in to Mexico and Costa Rica
and the possibility of a visit to Cuba where
his chief aim is to step away from the
schedule of his busy ministry. He intends to
go inward; to be present to his journey
without pre-conceived expectations for
outcomes. Reverend Breeden will have more
to share with the congregation in future
Prologue articles and from the pulpit.
Looking ahead, the Sabbatical Committee
is seeking volunteers to provide home

hospitality for returning ministers in October
and November. If you would like to assist by
making one of our former Ministers welcome
in your home, contact a member of the
Sabbatical Committee to learn about ways
you can help. Reverend Andy Burnette,
from the Unitarian Universalist Church in
Danville, will be a more visible presence next
fall as he will fulfill several of Reverend
Breeden’s ministerial duties. Please stay
tuned for introductions to Reverend Burnette
and all our former ministers in future
Prologues.
Contact the Sabbatical Committee if you
have questions.
--From the Sabbatical Committee
Beth Lodge-Rigal, Lloyd Orr, and Jason Hill

MidWest Leadership School,
July 19-25, 2009
This leadership training is part of the
Unitarian Universalist Association’s
nationwide network of leadership schools. It
offers a week-long intense program led by
lay and ordained staff that includes a
combination of lectures and small group
encounters to develop the student as a
leader and deepen Unitarian Universalist
identity. Space is Limited. Please contact
The Management Team (Carol Marks,
Reverend Bill Breeden, or Reverend Mary
Ann Macklin) by May 1st if you are interested.
www.uumwls.org

Summer Camp for
Unitarian Universalists?
There are lots of options for family church
camp for UUs in the summertime. See the
info on the bulletin board in the courtyard
entrance and in the document holder nearby,
or Google ―uu camps and conferences.‖
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