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Amy Taylor 
Outstanding Service Award: Above and Beyond 2012-2013 
Reverend Mary Ann Macklin 
 
Several years ago, after Amy Taylor finished her service on our Board of 
Directors, I learned that our Heartland District was looking for an At-Large Board 
Member and they were interested in someone from our congregation.  I thought 
Amy would be an excellent candidate.  While she did have some hesitancy about 
time commitment, I told her not to worry because it was an At Large position.  
And now some words from our District Executive on how things unfolded. 
 
FROM OUR DISTRICT EXECUTIVE, LISA PRESLEY 
Amy Taylor joined the Heartland District Board at a very auspicious moment—
fresh from her work in your congregation, she came to fill an open slot on the 
Board. Within months, she had been appointed Vice President, and then shortly 
after that she ended up stepping into the role of the president when her predecessor 
needed to step back from district-level work.  
 
Amy’s skills, passion and commitment arrived at the right moment. From then on, 
Heartland was involved in a deep exploration of who it wanted and needed to be, 
and how we could continue well into the future. Amy was not tied to any one 
version of either the past or the future, and her openness and flexibility allowed the 
District to see itself in new and different ways. She looked for what was effective, 
not what had been done in the past. She looked toward the dreams of how to help 
congregations best, and saw possibilities that hadn’t been seen before. 
 
Once the decision was made to move to a regional structure in the fall of 2011, it 
was warp speed ahead! Amy helped shepherd the new MidAmerica region 
forward, participating in way too many conference calls, Skype calls, meetings; 
drafting way too many documents; reading way too many pages and pages and 
pages of emails. Yet with grace and a “we can do this attitude,” Amy propelled 
Heartland forward into what will be an amazing partnership with Prairie Star and 
Central Midwest Districts as MidAmerica “goes live” on July 1st.  
 
From what I see, we could not have done this as well without Amy’s spirit, 
dedication, savvy, and guts. Chances are, we couldn’t have done it at all without 
her. Hats off to Amy for the groundbreaking work she has done to change the 
future of Unitarian Universalism not only in Heartland and MidAmerica, but 
across the country and the world! 
] 



Stephanie KimballOutstanding Service Award:  Above and Beyond 2012-2013 
Reverend Mary Ann Macklin 

Input from: Molly O Donnell and Marcia Veldman 
 

Many of us are aware of Stephanie Kimball as an amazing force for caring 
for our planet and curbing climate change within our congregation; as the co-chair 
of the Green Sanctuary Task Force she has organized: 1) the biannual clothing 
swap since 2006. 2) numerous vegetarian potlucks with presentations and/or 
movies  3) green giving gift making workshops. 4) Task of the Month 5) Thought 
for Food.   As she continues her work in our congregation, her leadership efforts, 
as a Unitarian Universalist,  have consistently gone beyond our walls.  In 2006, she 
organized two Step It Up events in Bloomington that brought together over 300 
community members and community leaders to raise awareness of the need to act.  
In 2007, she facilitated an interfaith Cut Your Carbon workshop in the church for 
people across our city. She quickly went on to serve as an inspired and inspiring 
co-convener of Earth Care Bloomington, a group of now 21 local congregations 
whose mission is to “bring Hoosier of faith together to help curb climate change”.  

 
In that position, as a Unitarian Universalist, she helped organize numerous 

city-wide workshops to help congregations and households reduce their energy use 
and single-handedly dreamed up the Task of the Month toolkit and program for 
congregations. (started here)  Affectionately known as “the pizza box”, Task of the 
Month’s magic is to break household energy use down into twelve manageable 
steps and provide comprehensive support for each, and it engages participants with 
the knowledge that they are making a real difference because other households in 
their congregation and in congregations across the state are taking these steps too.  
Indeed, across the state over 140 Hoosier congregations now have their own copy 
of Task of the Month.  Partly because, from 2009 through 2011, Stephanie helped 
dream up and labor into being the statewide group, Hoosier Interfaith Power & 
Light – H-IPL.  And, since 2011, Stephanie has worked to start interfaith creation 
care groups – H-IPL affiliates – across the state.   
 

After conceiving of an engaging Creation Care Leadership workshop, 
Stephanie has taken it on the road to cities across Indiana. As a direct result, 
interdenominational creation care groups like Earth Care – groups that she supports 
and nurtures – now exist in Evansville, eastside Indianapolis, Kokomo, and 
Muncie. Each of these groups share the vision of bringing Hoosiers of faith 
together to help curb climate change. Stephanie leads with warmth, humor, vision, 
creativity and practical guidance. What an amazing and visionary leader – and 
what an urgently important legacy to leave for her children and all of ours!   


