
also known as Epiphany, is one of the most significant Christian holiday celebrations 
that marks the official 12th day of Christmas and concludes the Christmas season. 
Epiphany means “manifestation” and commemorates the Biblical story of the three 
kings who followed the star of Bethlehem to bring gifts to the Christ child.  The  
celebration is particularly important in Latin America and in some cases takes on 
greater importance than Christmas.  While the celebrations vary from one country to 
another, the tradition has remained similar all across Latin America and Spain. The 
festivities start on January 5, also known as the Night of the Kings, and ends the                    
following day with the gifts children receive from the Three Wise Men.  

Who were the Three Kings and What Did they Bring? 

According to the Biblical story (Gospel of Matthew), the Three 
Kings (also called wise men or magi)—named Melchior, Caspar  
and Balthazar—followed a star across the desert for twelve days 
to find the baby Jesus in Bethlehem.  The kings offered gold as a 
symbol of kingship on earth, frankincense as a symbol of deity, 
and myrrh as a symbol of death. The gifts meant to be symbolic, 
representing a distinct part of the baby Jesus’s destiny: 

• Gold: the belief that Jesus was the King of Jews 
• Frankincense: divine nature of Jesus and the fact that people 

would come to worship him as the Son of God 
• Myrrh: the fact that Jesus would eventually suffer and die 

 

Listen to the song, We Three Kings of Orient Are.  The song tells the story of 

the Magi traveling to visit to the Christ Child, guided only by the Star of Bethlehem.  
 

Use the materials in your kit to make a Star of Bethlehem or a Stained Glass  

Nativity Scene 

Watch this video about Three Kings Day celebrations.  

I wonder if you have ever looked up at the stars?  Have you heard of celestial  

navigation?  What constellations might you find in the night sky this time of year? 

         Three Kings Day  
               (Día de los Reyes)   

         Wednesday,  
         January 6th, 2021 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7oNo1FxBXa8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7oNo1FxBXa8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k8mjRxkMBkE
http://www.uubloomington.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Star-in-star-in-star-in-star-of-bethlehem.pdf
http://www.housingaforest.com/stained-glass-nativity/
http://www.housingaforest.com/stained-glass-nativity/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdUJISxRZKc
https://www.naturalnavigator.com/find-your-way-using/stars/
https://www.naturalnavigator.com/find-your-way-using/stars/


Traditions:  
The holiday is widely celebrated in the Hispanic community with 
traditions that include a Rosca de Reyes (“King’s Cake”) and gifts 
for children. The King’s Cake is usually round like a crown,  
studded with candied fruit and nuts to represent the jewels in the 
Magi’s crowns,  and contains a hidden figure symbolizing the  
Baby Jesus which was they hid from King Herod.  
Learn how this cake is made.  Try making your own!   
 
Whoever receives the serving with the Baby Jesus must host a celebration on                             
February 2 called Día de la Candelaria or Candlemas. 

Traditionally, Santa arrives in secret sometime in the night, stealthily sliding down 
chimneys while everyone is fast asleep. The Three Kings, on the other hand, make a 
very public entrance with a lot of hubbub. Each city and town hosts its own parade on 
the eve of Three Kings' Day, called the cabalgata, to celebrate the arrival of the Three 
Kings into Spain from their long journey. The Kings march down the main avenue of 
the city, either on their camels or on elaborate floats. 

Across Latin America and the United States, huge parades and celebrations are 
thrown to commemorate the day.  In Harlem, NY, a huge parade with giant puppets of 
the kings marks the day.  Meanwhile in California, Disney California Adventure holds a 
parade.  Across Latin America, people host lavish parties to celebrate the coming of 
the three kings.  In Germany, children spend the eve of Three Kings Day going door to 
door singing carols.  It’s traditional to serve 3 Kings cake, or Dreikonigskuchen, as 
part of the celebration.  In the Netherlands and Belgium, children make their rounds 
traveling in groups of 3 and often dress in costume.     
 
     In Mexico and other Latin American countries, the three  
     wise men, as the gift givers, are more popular than                   
             Santa Claus.  Many consider this day more important  
     than Christmas.  One tradition in many communities  
     involves children putting their wish lists inside old shoes  
     and leaving them out for the wise men. The wise men  
     then fill their shoes with gifts.   On the night of January  
     5th, children leave their  shoes outside the door along 
with grass and water for the camels, much like children who leave cookies and milk 
for Santa and his reindeer.  The next day, children wake up to numerous gifts left by 
the three kings.   

Follow The Wandering Wiseman on Facebook  

Their daily tableau celebrates the joyful anticipation 

of the season as we follow Gaspar, Melchior, Bal-

thazar and their faithful camel Hezekiah on their  

quest to find the infant king. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pttA2ukO5m8
https://latimesblogs.latimes.com/dailydish/2012/01/three-kings-day-tba.html
https://www.tripsavvy.com/dia-de-la-candelaria-1588765
http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/common/candlemas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cavalcade_of_Magi
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cGmJEoTAYSQ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_cake
https://www.facebook.com/thewanderingwisemen/

