
Read Aloud for younger children: Visiting Day by Jacqueline Woodson  

Book for teens: True Stories of Teen Prisoners by John Micklos Jr. Serving time as a teen has its own 

unique challenges. (e-book) Available on Hoopla using MCPL account  
 

Discuss with your children how skin color effects how they are perceived by others. If you have white-

skinned children help them understand how their skin color makes them less likely to be affected by incarcer-

ation… for example, people are less likely to have an unfair suspicion of them.  

 

Discuss how poverty might increase incarceration rates. For example, if you are arrested for a small crime 

you may be unable to pay the bail, miss work, and miss important monthly payments, even when you are still supposedly                                 
“presumed innocent.”  

Family Awareness:   
The United States leads the world in mass incarceration rates, and Indiana has a 
higher than average rate of incarceration within the US. During COVID 19, jails and 
prisons are on  
lock-down, drastically reducing access to mental health support, education opportuni-
ties, and connection with family. Crowding in jails and prisons also heightens the risk 
of COVID 19  
outbreaks in this population.  https://guides.ll.georgetown.edu/c.php?
g=592919&p=4172706  
 

Learn how Indiana incarceration rates compare to the US and the rest of the world    

 

Read or Watch Just Mercy.  World-renowned civil rights defense attorney Bryan Stevenson works to free 
a wrongly condemned death row prisoner. This film is free to watch online through June. The book is                    
available through MCPL as a book, e-book, audio book, and an adapted version for young people.   

 

Watch-for teens and adults: watch this movie 13th which provides an in-depth look at the prison  
system in the United States and how it reveals the nation's history of racial inequality.   
 

Listen to-for adults: Listen to Kite Line Radio, which exists to amplify the voices of those within Indiana’s 
prison system, while encouraging dialogue with those on the outside. 
 

 
Did you know?  
Children in Indiana are more likely than children in any other state except one to have or 
have had a parent in jail or prison, according to a report by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. 
Mary Goetze, founder of Kids with Absent Parents (KAP), estimates there are 1,000 children 
in Bloomington with an incarcerated parent. It’s a largely hidden population. “It’s not some-
thing families go around and announce,” she says. 

           
Watch- for young children, this clip from Sesame Street about a child (Alex) who is reluctant to talk about his  
incarcerated father.   
 

Talk about what it might feel like to be in jail or to have a friend or family member in jail? Why do you think Alex didn’t want to talk 
about where his dad is? If that is a part of your family experience, remember and express hope for this person (whether in a prayer, 
through a letter—sent or unsent, or in some other culturally appropriate way).  You can also find resources from Sesame Street about 
how to help kids cope with incarceration. 

Interfaith Friends  

Covid Caring Calendar: 

Prisoners 
Image from Jacques Goldstyn’s picture book: Letters to a Prisoner 

    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C33MVhaLqTw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C33MVhaLqTw
https://guides.ll.georgetown.edu/c.php?g=592919&p=4172706
https://guides.ll.georgetown.edu/c.php?g=592919&p=4172706
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/profiles/IN.html
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4916630/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5895028/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
https://kitelineradio.noblogs.org/
https://youtu.be/08sFsxTnG6g
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/incarceration/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=08sFsxTnG6g&feature=youtu.be


 

New Leaf New Life is a nonprofit organization in Bloomington that supports residents during incarceration and in their transition 

back into this community. They run a variety of programs to better the lives of inmates in Monroe County, including Read to Me, which 

allows inmates to read to their children.  

 

New Leaf—New Life would appreciate cards that express welcome and encouragement for people 

who are starting their new life after incarceration.  

 

Commit to making ten cards as a family and mail them to: 

 Sarah Lynne Gershon 

 205 E Kirkwood Ave Bloomington, IN 47408  

or Email SarahLynne@fccbloomington.org to arrange a time and location to drop off your cards. 

These cards will be distributed in welcome packets.  

 

Donate items requested by New Leaf New Life 

Most Needed Items:  hand sanitizer, latex gloves, cleaning supplies, medical supplies, & disinfecting products, tents, tarps, rain gear 

(umbrellas and raincoats), blankets, & thermometers! 

Donations can be dropped off at their office 1010 S Walnut St H, Bloomington, IN 47401  from 1-4pm Monday-Friday 

 

Learn more about the specific impacts COVID19 is having on their program and Donate money to their GoFundMe Campaign 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Midwest Pages to Prisoners Project is an all-volunteer effort that strives to encourage  self-education among prisoners 

in the United States. 

By providing free reading materials upon request, we hope to promote critical thinking behind bars. We develop relationships so   

people on the outside can better understand and combat the injustices faced by folks who are incarcerated. We are aware the prison 

industrial complex  targets people of color, in poverty, and in the LGBTQ community. 

The project exists to alleviate a lot of the pain caused by the criminal justice system, and to provide a direct opportunity for  

self-education and collective struggle. Additionally, we exist because prison libraries sometimes fail in this respect: they are  

understocked or are only able to be patronized during specific and limited hours. We exist because prisoners are not strangers: they 

are brothers sisters, friends, cousins, mothers, and children. 

Donate Books, Supplies, Funds or Volunteer 

This week we are highlighting 3 groups that work to: 

  *help people get out of jail 

  *stay out of jail 

  *attain legal support. 

The Bail Project™ National Revolving Bail Fund  

provides free bail assistance to low-income individuals who are  

legally presumed innocent, and whom a judge has deemed eligible  

for release before trial contingent on paying bail. We enable our  

clients to return home to their families and communities while  

awaiting their court dates. 

 
Donate to The Bail Project— The Bail Project currently  
operates in Marion County.  

 

Teens and Adults, watch this video explaining the scope  

and effect of people languishing in jail due to an inability to pay cash bail and The Bail Project ’s work.   

 

Read about their Vision— 

After Cash Bail: A Framework for Reimagining Pretrial Justice 

http://newleafnewlife.org/
https://www.in.gov/library/RTM.htm
mailto:SarahLynne@fccbloomington.org
http://newleafnewlife.org/donate
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/new-leaf-new-life-covid-19-funding
https://pagestoprisoners.org/donate/
https://pagestoprisoners.org/volunteer/
https://pagestoprisoners.org/
https://secure.givelively.org/donate/the-bail-project
https://youtu.be/LrCf5CqMhCg
https://bailproject.org/after-cash-bail/


People of color are overrepresented in 
prisons and jails 

Continue to learn more about Social Justice and Incarceration: 
 
Race and Criminal Justice in Monroe County, Indiana  

Civil Rights and the School to Prison Pipeline in Indiana 
 
Advocacy Tips from Prison Fellowship 
 
10 actions for Justice Advocates 

http://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/50statepie.html
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/profiles/IN.html
http://www.uubloomington.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/2018-RaceAndCriminalJusticeReport-online.pdf
https://www.usccr.gov/pubs/docs/Civil-Rights%20and-the-School-to-Prison-Pipeline-in%20Indiana.pdf
https://www.prisonfellowship.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/AdvocacyTipsOnePager.pdf
https://www.prisonfellowship.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Top10OActions_web_Apr27_v1.pdf
https://www.aclu-in.org/en/smart-justice

