
 

 

Interfaith Power and Light (IPL), a faith-based environmental organization 
with chapters in 40 states, took a scroll to the UN Paris Climate Talks in 

December 2015 that bears the names of congregations –including ours– 

that have pledged to reduce their carbon footprint by 50% by 2030, and set 

a goal to reduce by 100% (i.e. to be carbon neutral) by 2050. As of November 2018 over 200 congregations had signed 

the Paris Pledge, including a dozen other Unitarian Universalist congregations.  

WHY WE TOOK THE PLEDGE 

Members of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Bloomington Green Sanctuary 
Task Force believe that fighting to slow –and preparing to deal with– global 
warming is our greatest generational challenge, and that our congregation should 
lead by example.  

 

BECOMING CARBON NEUTRAL  
Through the energy conservation, efficiency upgrades and renewable energy, we have met several major milestones: 

• In 2007 we became a Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) certified Green Sanctuary congregation; 

• In 2014, with the installation of 24 KW of solar panels, which offset almost 60% of our electricity, we became one of the first 
20 IPL Certified Cool Congregations at the 50% level, having already reduced our carbon footprint by 50%; 

• In 2017, with an outpouring of support and donations, we are adding another 16.2 KW of solar panels to cover or offset 100% 
of our coal-fire generated electricity with renewable energy. What we don’t use goes to the nearby electric grid for our 
neighbors. 

• From 2015 through 2018 our building has earned an Energy Star certification in the mid-90s to 100. 
 

HELP US LOWER OUR ENERGY USE EVEN MORE 
Remember to only use the up and down arrows on the programmable thermostats to temporarily change the temperature in a room, 
and close doors (and the kitchen folding screen!) as well as turning off lights when leaving a room.  
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