
Social Justice Task Forces 
Process and requirements for Recognition or Renewal 

Unitarian Universalist Church Bloomington (UUCB) 
August 2017 

 
Social Justice Task Forces are recognized groups within the UUCB that are composed of at least three 
active people, the majority of whom are UUCB members or friends. Task Forces must apply to the 
Social Justice Chair/Minister for initial recognition (any time) and for annual renewal (in summer).  
 
Each Task Force is expected to: 

 Serve, Educate, Advocate, Witness  and/or Organize in a specific area of social justice concern. These 
are the five approaches (pillars) for social justice work. See http://www.uubloomington.org/five-main-
approaches-to-taking-action/ on our UUCB SJ page  

 Hold meetings at least twice a year 

 Use group function in church database for your email list and add Rev McNeill and Jackie Hall to them.. 
Jackie can help with this. 

 Send one representative to meetings of the Social Justice Coordinating Circle (2-3 per year) 

 Each spring; prepare a brief written report to the congregation that will include accomplishments, number 
of people involved in task force activities, and totals of money or goods collected throughout the year 

 In the task force’s chosen month(s), offer a Social Justice Moment from the pulpit, display task force 
materials on the social justice bulletin board (and, if possible, arrange to have photos of task force 
activities showing in the social justice digital picture frame), have people at the SJ Table on Sunday 
mornings, and contribute a feature story to Prologue in the issue preceding their month 

 Work with Religious Education program to incorporate SJ opportunities for families and children for SJ 
information and activities 

 Share expertise and information with other task forces and groups  

http://www.uubloomington.org/five-main-approaches-to-taking-action/
http://www.uubloomington.org/five-main-approaches-to-taking-action/


Social Justice Task Forces 
Application for Recognition or Renewal 

Unitarian Universalist Church Bloomington (UUCB) 
Aug 2017 

 
 

Name of Task Force:  International Outreach Task Force 
____________________________________   Initial____   Renewal __X__ 

 
Form submitted by: _Claire Robertson_ Phone: 812-336-3696_ E-mail:robertson.8@osu.edu________________          
Task Force Chair if different than above: 
 
Name  __NA____________________________________  Phone:  _____________  E-mail: ________________ 
 
 
Please answer these questions: 
 

1. What are the goals of the task force, and how do they reflect UUCB principles and enhance the life of our 
congregation? 
 The goals of the International Outreach Task Force include expanding and improving cross-cultural and 
international understanding through hands-on involvement with projects fulfilling local needs in developing 
countries.  Such projects must be initiated and led by those in need of help with funding, in accordance 
with best practices in development processes. 
 

2. What are your planned activities this year (especially thinking of families, children, and 
connections), including fundraising and educational meetings, and how do you plan to accomplish 
them? 
We continue fundraising to help 3 projects in Kenya:  2 AIDS orphanages (1 is a school) and a women’s 
agricultural cooperative.  That fundraising includes football parking, hosting church bake sales, and sales 
of jewelry and other African items, at the Bazaar and elsewhere (3-6 sales a year). A group of 5 IOTF 
members went to Kenya in September, 2017 (go every two years), led by Claire Robertson.  This and 
next year we’ll collect more children’s clothing to take to the orphans, an effort in which Mary Goetze was 
very helpful.   We periodically show films about the projects in church presentations.  Harv Hagerty has 
volunteered to contribute substantially toward funding a young church member’s participation in the trip, 
while Marlin Howard has volunteered to do the same in sponsoring a US fundraising trip for the 
personable principal of the Spurgeon School in Nairobi.  We will raise as much money as possible; the 
amount given this year was $6500 to each of the three beneficiaries with it going for infrastructural 
improvements, scholarships, food and other needs.  The need is great, the poverty immense by US 
standards. 
 

3. Who are the members of this task force, and what is the normal schedule of your meetings?  Do you 
have plans to expand within the congregation and to the larger community? 
 
We have about 40 members and are always recruiting at church and elsewhere, but most are inactive.  
Some original members have left the church. As with landscaping, it seems to be difficult to recruit 
younger folks.  In fact, recruitment is one subject we’ll discuss at our fall meeting on Nov. 5

th
.  

 
 

4. A $300 budget is available to each task force this year – How would your task force use it this year? Be 
specific. What other resources (financial and otherwise) will you need to meet your goals and how will 
these be met?   
We would like to use the $300 to print more educational materials and to cover trip expenses such as 
local transport in Kenya or a subsidy for lodging while there to travelers for whom covering the expenses 
is difficult.  Also, it might be a good idea to rent a Monroe Convention Center room for our big public sale, 
which would cost about $300—I am checking to see if they offer a nonprofit discount…. 



 
 

5. List at least 3 small bites - short-term or one-time volunteer opportunities (especially thinking of 
families, children, college students) that might be used to invite new members to your task force. 
  We can always use help with the bake sales or with football parking, and we sometimes offer a subsidy 
to a young person who wishes to go to Kenya.  In fact, helping with fundraising or with performing a 
useful function on the trip is a requirement for those seeking help,  On the trip we need a photographer. 
 

6. What other information and resources would you like listed on your task force web page?  See current SJ 
task force web pages for format and ideas. 

 
 
Submit this application electronically to Jackie Hall at jmhall@indiana.edu.  Please be specific and accurate. Your 
information will be used in creating social justice web pages, book marks, and other church documents. 


