
2017 INDIANA SB404 (Houchin):  Abortion, Child Abuse & Sexual Trafficking 
(Similar language to SB392 from 2016 and HB1546 from 2015 that were not heard) 

SB404 
 

- Requires that certain documentation must be provided by the parent/guardian of an unemancipated pregnant 
woman when providing consent for an abortion. 
   

- Requires parent/guardian be an interested party with respect to a petition to waive the parental consent 
requirement and shall be served notice of any hearing on that petition.   
 

- Provides that parent/guardian is entitled to submit evidence to the court.    
 

- Prohibits a person from aiding or assisting an unemancipated pregnant woman in obtaining an abortion 
without the consent of the parent/guardian.  Authorizes the award of civil damages for a violation.  
 

- Raises the penalty for the failure to file certain forms regarding performed abortions to minors from a Class B 
misdemeanor to a Class A misdemeanor.  

 
 
TALKING POINTS 
 

 As a leading reproductive and sexual health care provider in Indiana, Planned Parenthood is committed to 
supporting and encouraging parents/guardians involvement in the health/wellbeing of their children.  
  

 Unfortunately, there are situations in which it is difficult or even dangerous for young people to go to their 
parents to discuss sexuality or pregnancy.  SB404 could effectively block access to the judicial bypass option 
for teens who need this protection and would put the health and lives of Indiana teens at risk.  
 

 SB404 could jeopardize young women’s health by imposing incredibly burdensome and costly documentation 
requirements on minors and parents--on top of existing law requiring parental consent--that could force 
abortions later in pregnancy, if a young woman can access it at all.  
 

 SB404 mandates for documentation and penalties on health providers unnecessarily exceed the parental 
consent requirements for other medical procedures.  
 

 In 2015, 97% of all Indiana abortions in 2015 were to patients over the age of 18.  The evidence does not 
suggest there are flaws in the current parental consent processes.  Additional mandates are not needed to 
ensure due diligence for the safety of minors.   

 
 Mandatory parental consent and notification laws have been opposed by state and national medical experts, 

including the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, the 
American Medical Association, and the American Public Health Association because they increase the risk of 
harm to vulnerable adolescents by delaying access to appropriate medical care.   
 

 SB404 establishes barriers and penalties that negatively impact the ability of trusted adults -  including a 
minor’s faith leaders, healthcare providers, siblings, or even friends – to provide information/counsel that could 
be viewed as “assistance” in getting an abortion.   
 

 SB404 includes provisions that blatantly violate the constitution by requiring a minor's parent/guardian be 
involved/informed if she tries to get a judicial bypass. The Supreme Court has upheld parental involvement 
laws but only if they contain procedures for judicial bypasses.   In subsequent cases, the Court has upheld 
parental-involvement laws only if they include a confidential bypass procedure.  


