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The Prologue                    Monday, August 18, 2014 
 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Bloomington, Indiana 
  

Congregation founded 1949 
GLBTQ Welcoming Congregation since 1995 

Green Sanctuary since 2007 
 

Seeking the Spirit     
Building Community     
Changing the World 

 

 

 
 

 
August 21 
UU Board 
7:00 p.m. 

 
August 23 

Religious Education 
Open House 

12:30 p.m. 
 

August 29 
Young Adult Cookout 

6:00 p.m. 
 

August 31 
Water Communion 
9:15 & 11:15 a.m. 

 
August 31 

Spiritual Crafting 
4:00 p.m. 

 
September 7 

Caregiver Network Meeting 
3:00 p.m. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday,  August 24, 2014  9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
 

By Connection We are Created 
The Reverend Douglas Wadkins 

We are not solitary beings.  Much of what is profoundly significant 
in our lives comes from our experiences in community.  Such 
transforming shared experiences are the foundation of  
communities  like the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Bloomington.  One particularly meaningful opportunity to 
experience such sharing is through our Chalice Circles. This 
service will explore how such deeper connections can be 
expressions of soulful creativity in all facets of our life.  
 

Sunday,  August 31, 2014 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
 

Water Journeys 
The Reverend Mary Ann Macklin 
The Reverend Douglas Wadkins 

The Reverend Emily Manvel Leite 
Our annual water communion Sunday.  This year, we will explore 
stories and symbolism of boats during our time together.  
Everyone is invited to bring water, a stone, or a shell to symbolize 
your journey over the summer, whether you traveled the globe or 
our local spaces.  Let us celebrate being together again!  Our 
children’s choir, directed by Jill Courtney, will be singing. 
 

Spiritual Crafting:  Spirit Boats 
Sunday, August 31st, 4-6PM 
led by Reverend Mary Ann Macklin and  
Wendy Bethel  Unleash your creative spirit through working with 

your hands and heart.  Spiritual Crafting classes are open to 
everyone ninth grade and older, of all levels of comfort with 
scissors and glue.  This month’s workshop is creating Spirit Boats, 
which are designed to honor times of transition in your life.  Sign 
up with the church office (office@uubloomington.org) or 332-3695 
to reserve a spot. Class size limited to 15 people. 

 

Welcome Potluck For Young Adults 
August 29  Friday, August 29th at 6pm there will be 

a pitch-in cook-out for young adults (ages 18-35) here 
in Fellowship Hall.  Please bring a dish to share.  Reverend Mary 
Ann Macklin, Reverend Doug Wadkins and John Summerlot will 
lead a discussion after the meal about what programs you would 
like to see our congregation offer for young adults.  

mailto:office@uubloomington.org
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MAM’s Musings 
 I am enjoying a visit with family here in mid-August.  It has been a full 
summer season of transition for many of us in the congregation.  We are grateful 
Reverend Douglas Wadkins is settling in and is meeting with staff and lay leaders as 
well as filling our pulpit with his rich, creative and steadfast presence. Welcome once 
again, Doug.      
 Our theme for August is creativity.  As I mentioned in my sermon, The 
Courage to Create, we will be starting a new Adult Education Class entitled, 
“Spiritual Crafting for Adults”.  Classes will be held the last Sunday of each month 
from 4pm to 6pm:  August-Spirit Boats, September-Spiritual Journaling, October-
Ancestor Altar Making, November-Spirit Dolls, December-Prayer Beads. 
 Speaking of creative, our youth and youth leaders are some very creative 

folks.  During our June Congregational Meeting, our youth leaders were awarded the Unsung Hero award.     
We wanted to share once again, the award presentation accolades, which includes direct input from our youth. 
 

Unsung Heroes 
Our unsung heroes this year are 

four people who create a program in our 
church that most of us almost never 
see.  Our youth advisors are the 
welcoming adults who create an open, 
safe place for our youth to gather in 
each week.  They attend overnights and 
weekend conferences and trips, and 
they organize amazing experiences for 
our youth, including their recent trip to 
Red River Gorge in Kentucky.  The 
youth advisors are accepting of our 
teens' moods, enthusiasms, and 

obsessions, and continue to value them for exactly who they are.  The advisors are the youth's first sounding 
board when they are creating youth services, their kitchen guides as they prepare their lunches, their 
conversation partners as they explore important ideas and other religious traditions, their cheerleaders when 
they take on projects, and their playmates when all they want to do is chill out with a long game of Apples to 
Apples.  
 
Dan Beauregard has been a youth advisor for several years.  He is also known as "Dan the Man." He is 
thoughtful and fair and keeps the youth on task.  He always checks in last because he is a chill guy.   
 
Martha Oakley and Jason McCord have also worked with our youth on and off for a few years.  Martha is 
funny, truth-speaking, and calm and keeps the group organized, which is a surprise to her.  Jason is 
enthusiastic and outdoorsy, and inspired the youth to go camping this spring.   
 
Michelle Cook is the easygoing newbie, who is heroic among parents and her fellow youth advisors for her 
willingness to drive our youth long distances for the weekend district conferences. 
 

Each of these generous individuals has been supporting our youth in figuring out who they are and 
what is important to them, helping them find a place of belonging here in our congregation, and creating a 
stronger future for our congregation, our denomination, and our world along the way. 

In gratitude to our youth, youth advisors and Reverend Emily Manvel Leite, who helps sustain this 
group through their own transitions with her creative efforts. 
 

Peace,   MAM     Reverend Mary Ann Macklin, Senior Minister 
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The Religious Education Prospectus for 2014-15 can now be 

viewed here:  http://www.uubloomington.org/re/youth/index.php 
 

Our Whole Lives for 7th-8th Grade Starts in September! 
Our Whole Lives (OWL) Lifespan Sexuality Education for 7th and 8th grade will 
begin  September 7th and take place in the Ralph and Annetta Fuchs Library 
from 10:45am-12:30pm on Sunday mornings through March 8th, 2015. Parents 
are required to attend a mandatory meeting on Sunday, August 24th from 
12:45-2:45pm.  For more information about OWL, please contact  Adrienne 
Summerlot, dre@uubloomington.org    

 

 

CircUUs of the Spirit 
is now on the archives page 
and available for viewing!  
http://www.techwerks.tv/myVi
deo.php?clientID=933&name
=yes 
 

How Can You Help? 

Did you know there are over 
15 different ways you can 
share your time and talents 
with the children and families 
in our Religious Education 
program?  If you are 
interested in helping, please 
follow the link on Sign Up 
Genius and find the right 
one- time opportunity for 
you!  http://www.signupgenius.co

m/index.cfm?go=s.signup&useFul
lSite=true&URLID=10C0A48ACA82CABFE3-volunteer  
 

 
Camp Piomingo Middle School Retreat  for the MidAmerica 
Region, September 27-28 
Fun and engaging UU Middle School retreat, for fellowship and bonding of youth 
groups at the beginning of the program year.  Age Group: Middle Schoolers 6th-8th 
graders. For Scholarship information contact: 
Nancy Combs-Morgan,ncombsmorgan@uua.org 

Scholarship max amount: $30.  Fees: $75, includes an overnight stay with food and lodging. 
Registration Deadline: August 31, 2014 
Contact Adrienne Summerlot dre@uubloomington.org  for more information about going with our group of 7th-
8th graders! Register online through MidAmerica UU Region’s website: 
http://www.midamericauua.org/events/eventdetail/370/25/camp-piomingo-middle-school-retreat  
 
 

Registration for Religious Education is ongoing and is encouraged.  You can find the 

registration form for the entire year on the web at http://www.uubloomington.org/re/youth/index.php 
 

 

Adrienne Summerlot, DRE 

http://www.uubloomington.org/re/youth/index.php
mailto:dre@uubloomington.org
http://www.techwerks.tv/myVideo.php?clientID=933&name=yes
http://www.techwerks.tv/myVideo.php?clientID=933&name=yes
http://www.techwerks.tv/myVideo.php?clientID=933&name=yes
http://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.signup&useFullSite=true&URLID=10C0A48ACA82CABFE3-volunteer
http://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.signup&useFullSite=true&URLID=10C0A48ACA82CABFE3-volunteer
http://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=s.signup&useFullSite=true&URLID=10C0A48ACA82CABFE3-volunteer
mailto:dre@uubloomington.org
http://www.midamericauua.org/events/eventdetail/370/25/camp-piomingo-middle-school-retreat
http://www.uubloomington.org/re/youth/index.php
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Garage Sale Success! 

A big thank you to all the volunteers 
who worked so hard last week to set up the 
garage sale, and price all the items which were 
generously donated. Also we are grateful to 
folks who picked up items for us. Of course we 
could not have done it without the cashiers and 
those who worked on Saturday to keep things 
running smoothly, including Reverend Doug 
Wadkins. Finally, there was the clean-up crew 
who came at the end to package everything up 
so it could go to the Hoosier2Hoosier sale, and 
thank you to the volunteers who took needed 
items to Martha's House.  It was truly a 
community effort, and raised about $2,000. 
--Judy Bennett, Membership Coordinator 
 

Caregiver Network Meeting Sept 7 
Are you caring for an elder or person with a 
disability either here or from a distance?  This 
could be a  spouse, partner, sibling, adult child, 
or good friend.  If you are a caregiver, we 
would like to hear from you as to: challenges of 
caregiving as well as gifts it brings; support 
you have or need; resources available; and 
any other topic you bring to the table.  This will 
be our follow-up meeting from May and we 
invite you to come on Sunday, September 7 
from 3-4:30 in the church library.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Sharon Yarber 
at 336-4427 or yarbersharon766@gmail.com  
 

 
 
Our Folks… 

We hold Sue Ferentinos and Danielle McClelland in our hearts as they recover from the death Sue’s 
father, Spero Ferentinos, on August 1. 

Our sympathy and thoughts are also with Harlan Lewis and Doris Wittenburg, upon the death on 
August 5 of Harlan’s sister Beverly Hatcher. 

During the month of August, BEAD  will showcase recent work by photographers Peggy and John 
Woodcock in the Showers Atrium of City Hall, 401 N. Morton Street. 

Congratulations to Meg Sears and her husband, who are happy to announce the birth of 
Henry Alexander Sears on July 9--a brother for Benjamin! 
 

Adult Religious Education Course Catalog for Sept-Oct Coming Soon 
Next week we will send a special email to everyone about Adult Religious Education course offerings for the 
next couple of months. Watch for it! 
 

Water Communion Service August 31 
Remember to bring some water, a stone, a shell or other object from your summer adventures 
to share at our annual Water Communion worship services on August 31. 

mailto:yarbersharon766@gmail.com
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Shambhala 
Meditation on Mondays at Noon 
Join Sarah Flint in the Meeting Room, 12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m. on Mondays, August 25 and 
onward, for  instruction and Shambhala Meditation. Sitting will be interspersed with walking 
meditation and Shamatha Yoga. Some cushions will be provided, but if you have one, 
please bring your own. Chair posture fine. Advanced practitioners often choose to hear the 

instruction each week. Even if you must come late or leave early, please join us in this 2500-year-old practice.  
 

UU Church Adopts Building and Trades Trail—You Can Help! 
Bloomington Parks & Recreation's has an Adopt-A-Trail program that looks for 

individuals and groups within the local community to assist with monitoring and maintaining 
trails in the local park. Although the program usually starts in the spring, they had a few trails 
that had not been adopted and were looking for a few more volunteers. So the UUCB 
Religious Education program  applied and was chosen for a trail. We have adopted the small 

trail that loops around and through the Building & Trades Park, located across Second Street from 
Bloomington Hospital. We are one of only two religious groups to be participating in the program. 

Our responsibilities include a minimum of a monthly trail inspection and an annual service day of 
working on the trail. Monthly inspections include picking up trash, reporting graffiti, reporting trail hazards, and 
minor trimming of any vegetation beginning to grow over the trail, etc. The plan is to include as many from the 
church community as are interested (particularly the children and youth) in this process. This will also provide 
opportunities to educate the children about what it takes to maintain urban parks and public green spaces. 
Interested? Contact John Summerlot at jopsumme@iu.edu  
 

UU Children's Choir Rehearsals 
New and returning singers, grades K-6, are always welcome! 
Sun. Aug 24th: Rehearse, 10:30-11:00am (Rm 212) 
Thurs. Aug 28th: Rehearse, 7:00-7:30pm  

(starting location TBA, finish in Meeting Room (sanctuary) with adult choir.)  
Sun. Aug 31st: Sing at Water Communion Sunday Services;  sing at end of 1st service and 
beginning of 2nd service. Meet to warm up/rehearse at 9:45, Rm 212; finished by 
approx 11:30. Jill Courtney, jillmcourtney@gmail.com , Children’s Choir Director. 
 

 
Ready to become a member of UU Bloomington? 

If this is your community, if you feel at home here, join us! If you would like to make the 
commitment and become a member of UU Bloomington, the next membership ceremony is 
Sunday, August 24th , between the services, at 10:30am in room 207B.  (Please note:  We ask for 
participation in our "Exploring UU" class prior to signing the membership book.) 

To make arrangements to sign the membership book, please contact Judy Bennett, Membership 
Coordinator, at 332-3695 or memcoord@uubloomington.org, no later than Wednesday, August 20th.     

 
 

UU Holiday Art Fair and Bazaar Committee Meets Monday,  
September 8  The first Bazaar Committee meeting of the year is Monday, Sept. 8th from 7-

8pm in Room 210.  Anyone interested in joining us, please feel welcome.   We are looking for 
people who will partner with us, learn our jobs, share the fun, and help carrying on this very 

special UU Bloomington tradition, now in its 56th (!) year.   For more information, please contact Julie 
Lawson juliakarin.j8@gmail.com or 812-606-2732 or Joanne Henriot  jhenriot@indiana.edu or flag us down 
between services! 

 

mailto:jopsumme@iu.edu
mailto:jillmcourtney@gmail.com
mailto:memcoord@uubloomington.org
mailto:juliakarin.j8@gmail.com
tel:812-606-2732
mailto:jhenriot@indiana.edu
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Office Closings Aug 19-20 and September 1 
The offices and upstairs of the building will be closed on Tuesday, August 19 and 
Wednesday, August 20 to allow for carpet installation in hallways and offices as well as 
remodeling of upstairs restrooms. We will re-open Thursday, August 21 at 10:00 a.m. 
Offices will also be closed on Labor Day, Monday, September 1. The first September 
Prologue newsletter will be published on Tuesday, September 2. 
 

 

Save the Date!  Saturday, September 13th, 2-3:30PM 
Program on Evolution and Climate Change 
Reverend Michael Dowd and Connie Barlow will be presenting a thoughtful and thought-
provoking program on evolution and climate change, Saturday, September 13 at 2:00 p.m. 
Sponsored by our Green Sanctuary Task Force and Earth Care. 
"Our religious practices and metaphysical beliefs are all over the map. What we share is 
knowledge about the greatest challenges facing humanity and a resolve to work together 

to ensure a healthy planet for our species and the whole of life." Reverend Michael Dowd 

 
All-Church Potluck Friday, September 19     

Friday, September 19th at 5:45pm in Fellowship Hall, the Membership 
Committee will host an all-church potluck as an opportunity to meet 
new members.  Please bring a dish to share.  UU member Dan Wyatt 
will delight us with a selection of guitar pieces after the meal.  He has 
an amazing variety of music that he can share with us. 

 
Thinking of Donating Flowers for the Meeting Room Windows? 
From time to time we have artwork to display in the windows (like Abby Gitlitz’s 
amazing glass “monstrosities”), but it's also nice to have flowers occasionally. If you 
would like to donate flowers for a Sunday, please follow these guidelines: 
1. Contact Sandy Taylor, staylor2@comcast.com  to see which Sundays are 
available. 
2. If you would like some words of dedication or memorial to appear in the order of 

service, send these to admin@uubloomington.org by the Thursday before. 
3. Flowers will be discarded and vases rinsed and put away by a staff member on Mondays.  
4. If you would like to keep your flowers, please take them home on Sunday after the second service. 
(photo by John Woodcock) 

 
Getting Involved Fair:   Sunday, September 28th  
Looking for a way to get more involved in church activities?  Tables will be set 
up by groups/committees which welcome your participation. Browse the groups, 
listen to their activities, meet new friends. This is a great opportunity for 
everyone to see the wide variety of activities available and to talk with folks from 
these groups. This fun event will take place after each service on Sunday, 
September 28th.  --Judy Bennett, Membership Coordinator 

 
Artwork in Our Spaces   The quilt on the wall behind the choir is by member Sandy Hill, and the glass 

sculptures in the tall windows are by member Abby Gitlitz. Later this month, photographs by Joan Caulton will 
be displayed in the North Hallway.  Thanks to all of them for sharing their work with us. 
 
 

mailto:staylor2@comcast.com
mailto:admin@uubloomington.org
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Information on Our Special Purposes Fund  The Special Purposes Fund (SPF) supports our 

congregation’s religious, charitable, educational and civic purposes beyond activities under the normal 
operating budget. It accepts both direct donations and donations from estates through Planned Giving.  

During 2013-14, donations to the SPF were made by Harv Hegarty, as well as by several other people 
in memory of Elizabeth Lion, Dee Lane, Paul Petersen and Dorothy Davis. The SPF supplied funds for  the 
Technology Ministry Grant Initiative to match those from the Center for Congregations for a number of 
technology improvements in our Church, supported a Habitat for Humanity repair and rehabilitation project, the 
Social Justice Task Force Grants, the Endings and Beginnings Workshop as part of Reverend Breeden’s 
retirement process, and new LED lighting for the Meeting Room. Details on these donations and contributions 
are in the annual report, which can be read here: http://www.uubloomington.org/uucb/2014AnnualReport.pdf   
For more information about SPF, please contact Chris Haynes, SPF Committee Chair, spf@uubloomington.org  
 

Who’s Your UU Staff?  
From time to time in this space, in no particular order, we will post short biographies of our staff members with 
photos, so you can put a name with a face more easily! Thanks to John Woodcock for the excellent photos, 
taken July 25, 2014. 
 
 

Lily Rushlow, Religious Education Assistant 2 
Lily Rushlow has been part of Bloomington life since 2009. She is a true 
multipotentialite, artist and outreach worker. You'll see Lily anywhere from the top of a 
parade float spinning hoops and fire to chilling at Shalom Center or Crawford with her 
friends. Her passions include romance, art, dancing, queer night life, poverty issues, 
addictions awareness, and self care. Lily hails from Ypsilanti/Ann Arbor, MI and plans 
to nest in Bloomington for a long time.  
 
 
 
 

 
Two more members of our Religious Education 
team: Reverend Emily Manvel Leite, Minister of 
Religious Education, and Adrienne Summerlot, 
Director of Religious Education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All Staff Photos by John Woodcock 

 
 
 
 

http://www.uubloomington.org/uucb/2014AnnualReport.pdf
mailto:spf@uubloomington.org
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UU Humanist Discussion Group Meets on Alternating Sundays  
Our Humanist Discussion group meets on alternating Sundays at 12:45 p.m. upstairs in  
Room 210. This group offers an opportunity for regular, open, wide-ranging discussions of issues 
relating to morality and ethics, human development, and the nature of the universe. The next 
meeting is on Sunday, August 24; Jon Chaffin will lead a discussion on ““Democracy - 

Equality and Freedom”   
 

Chalice Circles Begins Its 9th Year 
Chalice Circles, our program of small group ministry, is beginning its ninth year.  The focus of 
each Chalice Circle meeting is a topic that serves as a springboard into reflection on deeper issues 
of who we are and what gives our lives meaning.  At the core of each session is deep listening. 

Questions are posed and each person responds in turn.  The other participants provide the speaker with rapt 
attention. They don’t ask questions; they don’t give advice – they listen deeply.  Chalice Circles will begin again 
in early September. Watch for our announcements, letters, and Sign-Up Sundays, coming soon. Info, Alan 
Backler, 340-1323 or at abackler@aol.com 
 

Next Issue:  Tuesday, September 2; deadline for articles 10:00 a.m.  Articles received after 10:00 a.m. 

on the date of publication will appear in the next issue. Please send articles regarding congregational events and projects 
to admin@uubloomington.org. The Prologue is published on the first and third Mondays of each month, with exceptions, 
and is edited by Carol Marks, Church Administrator. Dates of the next few issues: September 2 (a Tuesday), September 
15, October 6, October 20. 
 

Viewing Sunday Services Online: 
Livestream the Sunday Service at http://www.uubloomington.org/worship/livestream.html  at 9:15 & 11:15 

Archived Sunday Service video recordings from the last two years are at 

http://www.techwerks.tv/myVideo.php?clientID=933&name=yes 

 

Hospitality for Those With Allergies 
As a courtesy to our friends and members who have allergies to fragrances, we are designating the 
west section of the Meeting Room (next to the sliding glass doors and tall narrow windows) as 
Fragrance Free. Please do not sit there if you have used any fragrances.  Anyone else is welcome to 

sit in this area.  Thank you for your consideration.  
 

People’s Climate March in New York September 21:  Let’s Go! 
Make your voice heard for meaningful climate action!  Plan to be in New York City for the 

People’s Climate March on September 21, 2014.  This promises to be an historic event, as tens of 
thousands gather in the streets  during the UN Climate Summit taking place in New York that 

week. The Green Sanctuary Task Force is organizing a bus that will leave Bloomington the evening of 
September 20 and return early in the morning on September 22.  Due to a generous donation, tickets will be 
only $25/person (family discounts available upon request). 

To reserve your seat on the bus, contact Stephanie Kimball.   
 

Book Discussion August 31 
The UUCB  Book Discussion group will meet Sunday, August 31 at 3:00 p.m. at the home of the Elof and 
Nedra Carlson.  We turn to fiction for August with Donna Tartt’s novel The Goldfinch.  She writes with clarity 
and detail, conveying scenery, people, and events with camera eye attention.  The book for September 21 is  
Elizabeth Kolbert’s The Sixth Extinction. She argues that human practices of hunting and gathering, the 
agricultural revolution, and the industrial revolution have led to mass extinctions of plants and animals that will 
only get worse if we continue to ignore how nature works. 

 
 

mailto:abackler@aol.com
mailto:admin@uubloomington.org
http://www.uubloomington.org/worship/livestream.html
http://www.techwerks.tv/myVideo.php?clientID=933&name=yes
http://peoplesclimate.org/march/
mailto:kimball.stephanie@gmail.com?subject=bus%20to%20People's%20Climate%20March
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Home Energy Assessments Available for a Limited Time 
What if you could donate $25 or more to the church without spending any of your own 
money? You can do just that if you sign up this month for a free home energy assessment 
from Energizing Indiana using this link: http://tinyurl.com/uuhomeaudit.  Get your friends, 
neighbors and co-workers to do the same!  The church will receive $25 for each assessment 
completed.*  But hurry!  Assessments must be done by September 30th.  For more 

information, contact Molly O’Donnell (mollysod@gmail.com). 
*You do not need to be a part of this congregation to take part, but you MUST sign up using this link in order to 
credit the UU church with the $25.  Participants must be customers of Duke Energy or Vectren, live in a house 
that is at least ten years old and not have had an audit in the past three years.  

  

Community Connections 
Our Faith in Action in the Community 
 

Opportunities to Give and Volunteer: Interfaith Winter Shelter Crowdfunding Campaign 
The Winter Shelter has launched a crowdfunding campaign to raise the funds needed to operate the Shelter. 
Crowdfunding is carried out on the internet and our campaign can be found at www.igg.me/at/InterfaithWinterShelter 
Please check it out.  You can watch a short video about the Bloomington Interfaith Emergency Winter Shelter and 
learn more about the campaign.  There are 'perks' that will be given to those who donate via the IGG campaign. 
Only credit/debit cards may be used online; however, the shelter can still accept cash and check donations. The 
campaign is live for 45 days, starting July 7th and ending August 21st. We are attempting to fund the entire 
shelter ($35,000) and more for this season and beyond! If you prefer to contribute by check, contact Alan 
Backler of our Homelessness Task Force, at abackler@aol.com 
 

Summerfest  Pride Festival September 5 & 6  is the first of its kind for Bloomington, as there has 

not been a summer celebration for PRIDE in Bloomington before now. Info:  
http://www.bloomingtonpride.org/summerfest.html. Volunteers are needed to make it happen! We are primarily 
looking for volunteers on Saturday, September 6.  
Volunteer application is here:  http://www.bloomingtonpride.org/volunteers.html. Please let me know if you have any 
questions. Kyle Hayes, Hayes.kyle2@gmail.com 

 

 
UU History for You 
The Activism of Julia Ward Howe 
Julia (née Ward) Howe (1819-1910) was born in New York City to a wealthy 
family.  Her mother, Julia Rush, was a poet, and her father, Samuel Ward Jr., 
was a Wall Street stockbroker. Young Julia was introduced to the wealthy 
society of New York through tutors and a finishing school.  She loved to read, 
and her first act of emancipation was to reject the Calvinism of her parents 
and adopt a liberal religious outlook. She wrote, "I studied my way out of all 
the mental agonies which Calvinism can engender and became a Unitarian."  

Her parents died when she was young and she became an heiress.  She liked to write poetry and dramas and 
thought of herself as a social butterfly.  She met Samuel Gridley Howe, a doctor who was also a teacher for the 
blind. Although he was 18 years older, they married in 1843.  It was he who made her aware of social 
inequality and the plight of the poor and the disabled.  But he was a traditionalist and felt a woman’s role 
should be that of a wife and mother.  They had six children.  Julia used her talents to write books of poetry and 
dramas (many under pseudonyms) and she and Samuel had a tense, angry marriage over their roles but 
decided to stay together and appreciate the good that each tried to do for others.  They both became activists 
in the abolitionist movement.  During the Civil War Julia wrote lyrics to celebrate John Brown’s martyrdom, 
calling her poem “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.”  After Samuel’s death in 1876, she became a 
philanthropist, supporting the woman’s suffrage movement.  She also tried to get Congress to establish 
Mother’s Day as a movement for world peace.  –Elof Carlson, Congregational Historian 

mailto:mollysod@gmail.com
http://www.igg.me/at/InterfaithWinterShelter
mailto:abackler@aol.com
http://www.bloomingtonpride.org/summerfest.html
http://www.bloomingtonpride.org/volunteers.html
mailto:Hayes.kyle2@gmail.com
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It’s Not Too Late to Pledge!  
If you have not yet pledged for the fiscal year that just started on July 1, it is not too late! 
Please call 812-332-3695, ext. 200 with your pledge, or send the info in an email to Church 
Administrator Carol Marks at admin@uubloomington.org or pledge online. See our 
Stewardship webpage at   http://tinyurl.com/uustewardship or go to the Donate page (tab to 
the far right at the top of the page) at www.uubloomington.org and click on “I want to make a 

Pledge.”  Please call the office if you have questions, 812-332-3695. 

 
Macaroni for Shalom! Our congregation has been supplying Shalom Center with 

elbow macaroni and spaghetti for the past couple years and this need continues. Please 
pick up a box or two of each the next time you grocery shop and place them in the drop 
box in the Commons. Thank you for helping to feed our hungry neighbors! 

 
 

Winter WomanSpirit  2015, February 6-8, Hartland, Wisconsin 
The theme speaker at this year’s MidAmerica Region women’s conference “Healing Words: Called to 
Consciousness” is Mary Pierce Brosmer. Brosmer is creator of Women Writing for (a) Change, which supports 
women and girls who are working to commit life to language, for healing and renewal. At Lake Country 
Unitarian Universalist Church in Hartland, Wisconsin.  Reg fees: through 9/15 - $150, through 12/31 - $175, 
through 2/1 - $200, Feb 2-6 - $225. For info: www.womenandreligion.org, or uuwandr@gmail.com  
 

Livestreaming Sunday Worship?  
The Order of Service is posted on our facebook page 
If you would like to follow along with the order of service while livestreaming the Sunday service 
(http://www.uubloomington.org/worship/livestream.html) , go to our facebook page, where the upcoming order 
of service is posted each Friday:  www.facebook.com/uubloomington  
 
Current Membership: 505      Certified Membership as of 2/1/2014: 492 
Attendance   Sunday, August 10 9:15: 115; 11:15: 182; RE: 102 Total: 399 

Sunday, August 17 9:15: 99; 11:15 174; RE: 98 Total:   371 
Online - NA 
Non-Pledge Offering 
8/10 - $620;  8/17- $655 Total to be donated to Susie’s Place - $318.83 
Grocery Card Sales 
August 10  $1,500, income to UUCB $73.00; August 17 $2,175, income to UUCB $104.75 
 

Our Congregational Themes for 2014 
January:   Inquiry 
February: Connection 
March:      Generosity 
April:         Honesty 
May:      Beauty 
June:      Love 

 

July:   Hospitality 
August:  Creativity 
September:  Deep Listening 
October: Inheritance 
November: Possibility 
December:  Hope 

How does CREATIVITY help you Seek the Spirit, Build Community, and  
Change the World?    [photo by John Woodcock] 

 
Calendar of all our congregational events can be found at www.uubloomington.org  Click on “Full Calendar” 
and then on the date you are interested in. You can also search for a specific event! 

 

The Prologue 
Unitarian Universalist Church of  Bloomington       2120 N. Fee Lane       Bloomington, IN   47408-1646 

812-332-3695      www.uubloomington.org 
The Rev. Mary Ann Macklin, Senior Minister           The Rev. Douglas Wadkins, Interim Minister    
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