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Help in New Orleans March 14-20th 
   Volunteers Needed 
   We seek volunteers for another trip dur-
ing Indiana University’s spring break, 
March 14-20, 2009.  Also, some volunteers 
willing to put in their time can not afford the 
expense of the trip (about $400 for gas, 
housing, and food), so we seek contribu-
tions to the cause.  Tax-deductible contri-
butions can be made with checks sent to 
the church, payable to the UU Church of 
Bloomington, with ―Katrina Relief‖ in the 
memo line.  The Church address is 2120 N 
Fee Lane, Bloomington, 47408-1646. 
   For more information, please contact 
David Parkhurst at 333-2945, or by e-mail, 
nola.dfp@comcast.net.   
          -David Parkhurst, Katrina Taskforce 

 

New President, 
New Priorities? 

     On November 5th, 
we will have a Presi-
dent Elect, on January 

20th a new President.  But will we have new 
priorities?  Please come to a meeting of the 
Just Peace Task Force on Sunday, No-
vember 9th at 12:45 to discuss how we can 
send the new administration and Congress 
a strong message for peace and justice.  
   The United States spends   $711 billion a 
year on the military – approximately the 
same figure as the financial bailout.  With 
5% of the world’s population, we account 
for half its military spending – as much as 
the next 21 countries combined.  Yet we 
are last among industrial countries in what 

we spend per capita to fight global poverty, 
hunger, and disease.    
   Will the new President have the courage 
to end the war in Iraq -- or will Washington 
persuade him to prolong the war?  Will he 
escalate the war in Afghanistan and Paki-
stan?  Will he keep promises to double aid 
to the poorest nations?  What about the 
pledge to work for the global abolition of 
nuclear weapons?  How will we bring jus-
tice to the issue of global climate change, 
caused disproportionately by the world’s 
rich yet affecting its poor most severely?   
A 2004 Pentagon study found that climate 
change poses a greater security threat 
than terrorism; yet Federal spending hardly 
reflects that.  
   Only today’s community organizers and 
activists can hold even the best elected 
leaders accountable.  The Just Peace Task 
Force needs your ideas and help on how 
we can work with other task forces (such 
as Green Sanctuary and International Out-
reach), with interfaith groups, and with or-
ganizations in the community.  Together 
we can be a powerful voice for new priori-
ties.  For more information, please contact 
David Keppel, (812) 331-2815, Kep-
pel@sbcglobal.net 

Simply Living Wellness Expo 2008 
“Local Food and Aging Well” 

   Simply Healthy: Creating Sustainable Com-
munities. November 13-15 
Unitarian Universalist Church 
Judy Wicks-Keynote speaker 

 
Local Foods Dinner! 

Healing Sound Concert 
http://indianaholistichealth.net/wellnessesxpo.htm 

-Contact Patricia Coleman 
mail.ihhn@gmail.com  
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Friends of Prisoners  
Action in our Community 
 Friends of Prisoners is a very ac-
tive Task Force dedicated to raising 
awareness of the issue of mass incar-
ceration in our society and to affirming 
the worth and dignity of those in jail or 
prison, and their families, in Bloomington 
and the larger community.   Check out 
the Social Justice bulletin board and ta-
ble in the Commons to see what’s going 
on at the Monroe County Jail, and to 
find volunteer opportunities that might 
work for you. Bob and Sandy Taylor are 
volunteering weekly at the jail and have 
noticed how different and healthier some 
of the inmates’ faces look after a few 
months with New Leaf/New Life—the 
community organization that Friends of 
Prisoners has plugged into.  Bob quotes 
one young man as saying, ―This pro-
gram opened my eyes—I am building 
relationships, focusing on other things 
rather than drugs and alcohol, and I am 
having visits from my dad.‖  The young-
est person in the group says he is more 
open, has a better outlook, and wants to 
be more responsible. We need more 

mentors, teachers, entertainers to open 
their hearts and minds to the men and 
women who 
are incarcer-
ated at Monroe 
County Jail,  
an over-
crowded facil-
ity in the midst 
of our commu-
nity. 
   We continue 
to collect fab-
ric, batting, 
etc., for the Quilt Project at Wabash 
Valley Correctional Facility.  Have you 
cleaned out your sewing room lately?  
There will be a couple of quilts on dis-
play that are among the one dozen that 
the men at WVCF recently donated to 

Middle Way House. 
Check out the digital dis-
play to see the men who 
created these quilts.  
There are also pictures 
from our UU Choir’s 
Martin Luther King Day 
concert at WVCF.  

    –Glenda Breeden 
Friends of Prisoners Task Force  

 

 ―This program 
opened my eyes—I 
am building relation-
ships, focusing on 
other things rather 
than drugs and alco-
hol, and I am having 
visits from my dad.‖  

-New Leaf/New Life 
participant 

Quilting Supplies 
Needed!  

See the Social Justice Bulletin Board to see 
what’s happening and how to be involved!  



 

Friends of Prisoners Continued... 

 
Death Penalty News 

    We celebrate the stays 
of execution of two men this week:  Bobby 
Woods, a man who has a developmental 
disability on the Texas death row; and Troy 
Davis, in Georgia, who has steadfastly 
claimed innocence since his death sen-
tence almost 20 years ago.  There have 
been 27 executions in the U.S. so far this 
year, and another eleven scheduled to be 
executed by the end of 2008. Our state 
and federal governments have killed 1126 
human beings since the resumption of exe-
cutions in 1977.  Through the years, the 
UUA has consistently signed resolutions 
calling for abolition of the death penalty in 
the United States and around the world. 
 We welcome new members to our 
task force.  Please talk with someone at 
the SJ table.  Glenda Breeden, 
bgbreeden@att.net, 812-829-3431 

Interfaith Coalition on  
Nondiscrimination 

    Eight years ago, a small group of affirm-
ing congregations took the lead in forming 
a pioneering coalition of churches and 
synagogues to advocate for equality for 
Gay/Lesbian/Bi-sexual/Transgendered 
(GLBT) people in Indiana.  The coalition is 
called the Interfaith Coalition on Nondis-
crimination—or ICON for short.  The Uni-
tarian Universalist Church of Bloomington 
became a member of the coalition in 
March 2007. 

   Three years ago, when the Indiana legis-
lature launched a mean-spirited effort to 
amend the Indiana Constitution to discrimi-
nate against GLBT families, a small group 
of people of faith made an even deeper 
investment in 
ICON. Twenty-four 
generous donors 
made special con-
tributions to fund a 
full-time Executive 
Director for ICON. 
The intent was to 
provide funding to 
enable ICON to 
become self-
sustaining. And 
ICON has blos-
somed. The coali-
tion has grown to include 23 churches and 
synagogues. Over 340 Hoosier clergy 
have signed letters publicly supporting 
ICON’s efforts. And ICON played an inte-
gral role in helping Indiana become one of 
the only states to defeat an anti-gay Con-
stitutional amendment. ICON’s stunning 
success has created a strong voice to 
counter the religious right in Indiana. 
    
   Yet ICON has struggled to get individual 
Hoosiers to become members, even 
though its annual membership is only $25.  
To date, ICON has less than 400 mem-
bers.  To be self-sustaining, ICON needs 
1,200 members.  Absent substantial mem-
bership progress, ICON will be forced to 
fold. 
    
   When is comes to doing justice in Indi-
ana, the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Bloomington has been a pace-setting con-
gregation. Our ICON social justice an-
nouncement at church in June increased 

Stand up to discrimina-
tion, join ICON!  

 

individual memberships in our church 
from 3 to 21. However, many of you ex-
pressed interest in and support for 
ICON’s work but have not yet taken the 
step of supporting ICON with your mem-
bership.  
   Please visit the ICON website at 
www.ICONindiana.org and click on Be-
come A Member. Take a meaningful step 
for justice. For as little as $25 a year, or 7 
cents a day, you can secure the future of 
Indiana’s only faith-based GLBT advo-
cacy organization and give greater voice 

to fair-minded people of faith on GLBT 
social justice issues. 

 -Dan Funk,ICON Executive Director  
-Kevin Rottet UU Church of Bloomington Member 

& ICON Board of Directors Member 
 

 
Sponsor a Holiday Food Basket 

   When we run out of coffee or Pepsi, most of us just jump up 
and run to the grocery store for whatever we need. But many 
people in our community do not have this luxury of food at their 
fi ngertips. With layoffs, home foreclosures, inflation, and the 
US economy in turmoil, the demographics of homelessness, 
poverty, and hunger are changing. Millions of peole are one 

pay check away from the soup kitchen.  Here are some startling statistics from our 
own community.  In 2007: 
Å 37% (371) of the families that applied to MCUM (Monroe County United Ministries) 
for assistance had never sought assistance from MCUM before. 
Å 26% of the families were led by adults who were working full or part time jobs. 
Å 32% were led by adults who were laid off and otherwise were seeking employment. 
Å One in three children are at risk for hunger in Monroe County based on the fact that 
32% of the children in Monroe County schools are eligible for free or reduced lunch 
programs. 
Å The HT reported that 26% of the population in Monroe County are living at or below 
the poverty level, not counting IU students. 
   Please consider signing up to sponsor a Holiday Food Basket. The 
sign-up sheet will be in the foyer during 
the entire month of November. Grocery lists and instructions may be 
found there as well. Individuals, families, and groups are welcome. 
Our goal is 60 baskets from our UU congregation this year. For more 
information you may contact Mary Blizzard, 333-8957. Thank you in 
advance for your generous spirit of giving. 

 
-Mary Blizzard, Feed Our Hungry Neighbors Task Force 

 

 Vote  
November  

4th !! 

mailto:bgbreeden@att.net
http://www.iconindiana.org/

